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HOUSE of PRAYER 

Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Openness, Compassionate Community, and Relationships 

 

level, the Greeks were anxious that the pleth-

ora of gods they worshipped was insufficient. 

They may not have known what god was 

missing but they knew they may not be cover-

ing all their bases. Paul speaks directly to 

their culture and tradition and tells them that 

the god they do not know is the God made 

incarnate in Jesus. Paul connects to them 

from where they are and then shares the gos-

pel. Rather than having one great sermon that 

gets delivered the same way to all people, he cus-

tomizes the message for those he is trying to reach. 

 

Churches can learn a great deal about connecting to 

people if they internalize Paul’s evangelism strategy. 

Too often churches operate on the basis of a “come 

and see” mentality. They expect new people to come 

and see them, and when they arrive the tacit message 

is for new folks to assimilate and adapt to the exist-

ing group. Paul went to the people and spoke their 

language and understood their culture. We need to 

bring the church to the people and connect to them 

where they are rather than wait and see approach. 

Paul was not always successful in reaching new peo-

ple but he faithfully went out and out and out shar-

ing God’s love with all he met. In our post-

Christendom age, we must recover this missional 

impulse. The church is not a building that people 

come to. The church is God’s people (the body of 

Christ) sharing God’s love in the world. May we go 

forth to meet God’s people! 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopa-

gus and said, “Athenians, I see how    

extremely religious you are in every way. 

For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship,  

I found among them an altar with the  

inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you. Acts 17:22-23 
 

Paul was extremely gifted as an evangelist. Not 

only did he possess a deep and zealous faith which 

energized him for long journeys, suffering, and 

persecution, he also had tremendous ability to re-

late to different kinds of people. Paul was raised in 

Hellenistic culture which enabled him to under-

stand the worldview of the Gentiles. He was also 

Jewish and received extensive schooling in the 

Jewish faith and traditions. In other words, he was 

able to be all things to all people (cf. 1 Corinthians 

9:19-23) in order to proclaim the gospel. When 

Paul was with a   Jewish audience he could use his 

vast knowledge of the Hebrew bible to make a 

compelling case for Jesus. When he was among 

Gentiles he could refer to their cultural and reli-

gious history to persuasively share what God was 

up to in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

In Athens, Paul walks around and sees shrines to 

many different gods. The shrine to the unknown 

god, in particular, caught his attention. At some 

Sharing the Gospel 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Many Hands Many Meals 
A big THANK YOU to all who helped with the food pack!  More than 100 folks of all ages came out on 

Wednesday night, April 19, and packed 30,670 meals! Meals packed last year were sent to Somalia.  
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From our Congregation President 

We ARE  

a House of Prayer! 

As I write this May Hi-Lines article, I 

can’t help but reflect on last month’s 

Holy Week. The collaborative service 

on Holy Thursday at Woodlake, led by 

Pastor Ben’s sermon and the “collaborative choirs,” 

was a great worship experience. Good Friday at 

House of Prayer was, as always, very emotional for 

me. Thinking about what Jesus did for all of us on 

that day had me tearing up several times. Then we 

celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior 

with over 400 attending the 9:30 a.m. service and 

over 100 at the ReFuel service. It was great to have 

a “full house’’ to hear the Easter message with an-

other awesome sermon by Pastor Ben and the out-

standing music at both services. We are SO blessed 

to have House of Prayer as our spiritual home with a 

wonderful staff and our “church family” as mem-

bers. I hope and pray that all those who attended will 

be back on a regular basis to worship at this very 

special House of Prayer Lutheran Church.  
 

Not just calling our church “House of Prayer,” but 

also being a House of Prayer, can be very beneficial 

to our lives in so many ways. I saw an article about a 

book titled “How Prayer Strengthens Our Emotional 

Health” by Madeline R. Vann, MPH. It said that 

prayer and spirituality can help ease depression and 

act as a cushion when life throws curve balls our 

way. Prayer can give us a sense of purpose and 

meaning beyond the day-to-day. The book also 

shared that people who reported strong religious or 

spiritual life maintained richer social connections as 

well. I think about that every day when I think about 

my House of Prayer “family!” 

Wayne Swenson 

 

Philippians 4:6-7 has one of the most straight-

forward instructions in the Bible about how to 

give our worries over to God in exchange for 

His peace: “Do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything, by prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all un-

derstanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Our GRANDdaughter Lizzy has a sign from 

her house that is now in her college dorm room. 

It is a well-known statement but worth thinking 

about each and every day: 
 

This is the beginning of a new day. You have 

been given this day to use as you will. You can 

waste it or use it for good. What you do today 

is important. When tomorrow comes, this day 

will be gone forever. In its place is something 

that you have left behind. Let it be something 

good! 
 

And finally, let me leave you with a smile. Did 

you hear the story about the small female jani-

tor? A very small female janitor (4′ 10″, 90 

pounds) worked at an amusement park and 

was told to go out and sweep up the trash. As 

she was getting ready to start cleaning up, her 

supervisor noticed her putting rocks in her 

pockets. When the supervisor asked her what 

she was doing, she said, “It’s very windy out 

there and I’ll get knocked over by the wind …. 

So, now I weigh me down to sweep.” (I’ll bet 

you didn’t see that one coming, did you?) 
 

Enjoy the month of May and maybe I’ll have 

another bad joke for you next month. 

HOP PreSchool Registration Open Now! 

House of Prayer Pre-school, a community service since 1966, welcomes children ages 3-5, regardless of 

race, color or creed. Our caring and experienced staff will nurture your child and encourage exploration 

and discovery of the learning environment.   

• Term begins 2nd Tuesday after Labor Day and runs through the Thursday before Memorial Day 

• Classes meet Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 9:00—11:30 am. 

• 2017-18 tuition is $190 per month, plus a $55 registration fee 

To register, contact the Director, Heather Harrison, at  612-861-7110 or email to hharison@hoplc.org. 
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Children, Youth and Family 

“Pin of the Month” 
From the Collaboration Congregational Listening Team  

Beginning in May, the Collaboration Congrega-

tional Listening Team will be offering a  “Pin of 

the Month.” All pins will include activities cen-

tered around Families, Faith, and Fun. Why “Pin” 

you might ask? Because these ideas are all exam-

ples of things you can find on our Pinterest Page. 

Check it out at: www.pinterest.com/

familyfaithfun2  
 

Skittles Prayers 

Green: Name something you love about 

your family.  Pray for them. 

Yellow: Who was your favorite teacher?         

Pray for all teachers 

Orange: What do you like best about 

church? Pray for your pastors. 

Purple: What is your favorite thing God 

has made?  Pray for creation. 

Red: Who do you know that needs help!         

Pray for them.  

Confirmation Sunday 
 

Join us May 21 at the 9:30 worship service to celebrate 13 of our youth affirming their faith! Some of 

them will share from their faith statements and everyone will share in blessing them on this special day. 

We look forward to all the ways they will continue to bless our church as confirmed adult members of 

the congregation, and thank them for investing their time on Wednesday nights to grow in faith!  

Upcoming Schedule & Lessons 
 

5/3: Youth Learning Night  

5/7:  Sunday School – Doubting Thomas  

5/10: “Islam 101” for all ages in partnership with 

Richfield Human Rights Commission  

5/14: Sunday School – Doubting Thomas AND 

Flat Jesus Kickoff  

5/17:  End of Year Youth Banquet (last youth 

night of this school year)  

5/21: Confirmation Sunday & Final Sunday 

School day of the year  

End of Year Youth Banquet  

Wednesday, May 17, we will have a celebratory 

banquet for all youth in 5th-12th grades as we 

close out this school year. Parents, grandparents, 

other family, mentors, and anyone in the congre-

gation who cares about our youth are welcome to 

join us for dinner at 6 p.m. followed by a short 

program of awards, memories, end-of-year gifts, 

and a picture slideshow from the year. RSVP to 

Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org) by May 10 so 

we know how much food to prepare.  

“Flat Jesus”  

We know God is all around us 

no matter where we go but how 

often do we remember to talk 

about it? Or take a picture of 

that? This summer the Youth 

& Family Ministry Team is 

encouraging the congregation 

to bring “Flat Jesus” (like Flat Stanley) around 

town or even around the world with you, take 

time to talk about how you see God everywhere, 

and take pictures to share with the rest of the con-

gregation! We’ll kick off this effort on May 14 

and continue through the summer, so keep an eye 

out for more details on or after the 14th of May. 

First Communion 

April 9 we celebrated First Communion for 8 of 

our youth and welcomed them to the Lords Table! 

https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/
https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/
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The Christ In Community Collaboration Team met on April 3, 2017, 

at Woodlake Lutheran Church. If you have some news or an event 

you would like the Collaboration Team to share, or a group you 

would like to organize, please contact our Communication Chair, 

Lesley Farnham, at lesleyfarnham@gmail.com, or connect with one 

of the Listing Team chairpersons directly: 

Spiritual Listening Team: Bonnie Oien – bjoien@msn.com,    

Congregation Listening Team: Elisa Tvete – emtvete@gmail.com, 

Community Listening Team: Laurel Johnson –

laurelmjohnson1@gmail.com 

 

Updates from our Pastors - We start each meeting with updates from the pastors about each congrega-

tion. Pastor Charlie Plaster from Woodlake (WL) shared their progress toward calling and a new pastor. 

The Call Committee (also WL’s leadership team) is working diligently on a Ministry Site Profile, one of 

the initial steps in the call process. We were excited to hear that ongoing collaborative efforts will be a 

piece of WL’s profile. Pastor Ben Sandin from House of Prayer shared news about staffing changes. 

Pastor Linda Lund, Visitation Pastor, will be retiring at the end of April. House of Prayer welcomed 

Cara Wright onboard April 1 as Director of Operations and Communications. Pastor Tom Zarth from 

Oak Grove passed on thanks for the great community support for the spaghetti dinner fundraiser that 

supported a family in their congregation injured in a car accident.  

Spiritual Listening Team - The SLT continues to provide thoughtful and meaningful prayer petitions 

that are shared during worship each Sunday at all three congregations. Many of these requests have 

come from the booth at Penn Fest this past summer where community members completed a survey ask-

ing what we, as a collaboration of Richfield churches, could pray for on their behalf. Also during Lent, 

the same wonderful prayer petition was shared each week as we prayed together, “As a collaboration of 

Lutheran people, Lord, we pray for Your love to fill us, Your joy to lift us, Your peace to quiet us, Your pa-

tience to calm us, Your kindness to reflect in us, Your generosity to be contagious in us, Your faithfulness to 

steady us, Your gentleness to soften us, and Your self-control to be our guide.” 

Community Listening Team - The ComLT has been working to identify community contacts and re-

sources to partner with and promote. They had a great meeting with Ben Whalen, Director of Youth 

Ministry and Community Development at House of Prayer, and hope to continue working together. 

They plan to use our network of churches to engage and support ongoing efforts in Richfield (like Unity 

in the Community) and help publicize events already happening in our community.  

Congregational Listening Team - The ConLT continues to develop ideas from the Youth and Family 

Ministry survey completed by all congregations last fall. Look for an exciting new Pinterest page to roll 

out in May called Family, Faith & Fun with great ideas to share faith in our families and with our com-

munity. Our Senior Citizen groups have done a great job connecting for events happening at each 

church. Kudos to them for sharing fun and fellowship with each other! 
 

Keep In Touch - Each congregation has added a Collaboration Tab to its website. Check there for con-

tact information as well as the minutes from each meeting. We encourage you to look for opportunities 

to engage in the Richfield community and with members of other congregations.  Attend events, share 

news, invite friends, and bring opportunities to the collaboration team! 
 

Together in Christ, Cara Wright – Steering Committee Chair, cara.wright07@yahoo.com  

4 

Christ In Community Collaboration Team Update 

mailto:lesleyfarnham@gmail.com
mailto:bjoien@msn.com
mailto:emtvete@gmail.com
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Unity in the Community 
 

One thing we keep 

hearing – in Pastor 

Ben’s interview    

project, from the 

Community Engage-

ment Team, and in 

Ben Whalen’s meet-

ings with city leaders 

– is that Richfield is 

so culturally diverse 

but there seems to be invisible walls between 

those cultures. We’re home to people from around 

the world but we need to keep finding ways to 

cross those lines and get to know our neighbors.  
 

One upcoming event can offer an opportunity to 

learn more about the many cultures in Richfield 

and meet more of our fellow “Richfieldians.”  
 

On Thursday, May 25, from 5:00-7:30 p.m., we 

encourage you to come to “Unity in the Commu-

nity” hosted by the Police Multicultural Advisory 

Committee. It will take place at Veteran’s Park 

under the big pavilion and offer: free food, crafts 

for children, dancers, story-telling, music, henna, 

and cultural displays of art, instruments, games, 

books, and more sponsored by Richfield residents.  
 

We hope you can stop by for a while to meet 

someone new, eat dinner, and enjoy the event! If 

you would like to volunteer at the event, please 

contact  Paula Kiehl or Ben Whalen. 

Northern Winds Concert Band      
Annual Mother’s Day Concert  

 

7:00 p.m. ● May 14, 2017 

Edinborough Indoor Park 

7600 York Avenue South, Edina 
 

Bring Mom out for a fun evening 

of some great concert band music. 

Many members from House of Prayer play          

in the band. 

Cookies and punch to follow. 

For more information: 

musicmanjjs@aol.com 

Community Engagement Opportunities 

Collaboration Environmental         
Interest Group 

Do you have a passion for the environment? Do 

you know what the Bible teaches about creation? 

Can Science and Religion co-exist? Would you 

like to be better informed about global warming, 

alternative energy, clean air and water? Do you 

want a healthy Earth for your children and grand-

children? If you answered yes to any of these 

questions, come be a part of a planning group to 

study these issues. Call or email Karen Steenson 

at 612-866-1641, d2ksteenson@gmail.com, or 

talk to Pastor Ben Sandin at House of Pray-

er, bsandin@hoplc.org. 

Faith-Filled Education 

Blessed Trinity Catholic School 

is currently enrolling pre-K 

through 8th grad students for next 

fall. The student body consists of 

approximately 250 students with diverse cultural 

backgrounds. This is an opportunity for students 

to receive an excellent, faith-filled education to 

families in and surrounding Richfield. For more 

information, check these online sites: 

www.btcsmn.org and facebook.com/

Community Garden News 
The community garden team is open to anyone 

with an interest in gardening or a need for fresh 

produce. Our garden has been blessed to be able 

to provided fresh produce to VEAP clients in the 

past several years. The south-side tomato bed will 

again be planted with tomatoes and peppers. Any-

one who wants to volunteer to help weed or water, 

please contact Kim Houle (612) 558-0634.       

Together, we are GROWING IN GRACE!   

 

mailto:musicmanjjs@aol.com
mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Welcome to the Staff, Cara! 

On Sunday, April 2, House of Prayer officially 

installed and welcomed Cara Wright as our new 

Director of Operations & Communications. Cara 

is not only a lifetime member who has faithfully 

and skillfully served House of Prayer in many 

different leadership roles, she also brings a 

wealth of business experience to this new posi-

tion. Please join in welcoming Cara as the latest 

addition to House of Prayer’s all-star staff!  
 

Barbary Coast Band Visits HOP 
Join us for worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 4 at 

9:30 am. The Barbary Coast Dixieland Show Band 

will lead worship and delight us with their music. 

The Bobby van Deusen Trio will also play at 1:00 

pm that day. Don’t miss them!  

Men’s Fellowship Group Gathering 
Thursday, May 11, 2017 ~ 9:00 am 

House of Prayer Parish Hall 
Speaker–US Army SFC Patrick Holland  

“US Army Recruiter” 

All men and interested young adults are welcome and 

invited for fellowship, devotions, topic, meet and 

greet, and to hear SFC Patrick Holland from the US 

Army Career Center, discuss his participation and 

experience with US Army Recruitment. Interested 

young adults may also call SFC Patrick Holland at 

612-861-8912. For more information call Noel     

Sagness at (612) 866-0833. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Treasurer’s Report 
As of mid-April, Jo Shoberg has been busy working with team leaders on the current budget, next year’s 

budget, and the annual stewardship campaign. The budget and finance team will meet in early May to 

finalize the numbers. We continue to see the congregation giving faithfully, generously, and consistently 

to the operating budget. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

YTD Budget YTD Actual March 

Total Operating Income     $462,355    $474,461 $53,200 

Total Expenses      $467,889    $453,656 $54,110 

Net      <$    5,534>    $  20,805    <$     910> 
 

July-March income is higher than expected and expenses are lower than expected. The staff and leader-

ship have continued to watch expenses. And members of HOP have continued to give faithfully to the 

mission of our church. Good things are happening with new programs and people, but we need to con-

tinue to give faithfully to the operating budget in order to continue to grow. If you haven’t turned your 

pledge in, please do so. Please let us know if you have any questions.        Scott Wright, HOP Treasurer 

Fiser-Kleven Marriage Ceremony 
The people of House of Prayer are invited to 

share in the marriage ceremony of Stefanie Fiser 

and Eric Kleven. The service will be at HOP 

with Holy Communion and lots of great music!  

Sunday, May 28 at 4:00 pm. 

Please come celebrate with us! 
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The Heritage Team Remembers 

55 Years Ago: Bonds on Sale.  As all our members 

have noted by the special letter sent to them by the B. 

C. Ziegler Co. our church bonds are out for sale.  The 

Ziegler Co. is one of the largest bonding companies 

in the country.  They have financed thousands of 

churches, hospitals, and schools through sale of their 

bonds.  They have guaranteed the sale of our bonds 

and look upon this bond investment as very sound.  

They have sent the letter to all our members as a 

courtesy.  These bonds are for sale on the open mar-

ket.  If any member of our church wishes to purchase 

bonds please call Mr. James E. Billings of the Ziegler 

Co. at FE 9-5841.  (Hi-Lines, May 2, 1962) 

 

55 Years Ago:  Congratulations Woodlake!  We 

congratulate Woodlake Lutheran Church upon the 

completion of its beautiful new church.  Dedication is 

this Sunday, at 3:00 p.m.  Woodlake Church is locat-

ed at 76th and Oliver.  Its Pastors are the Rev. Alf 

Romstad and Morris Pechauer.  (From Hi-Lines, May 

9, 1962  

 

45 Years Ago: Environmental Sunday.  “The earth 

is the Lord’s” and the wise use of God’s creation is a 

part of our Christian stewardship. Sunday, May 7th, 

House of Prayer joins churches throughout our land 

for the observance of Environmental Sunday. We will 

be most fortunate to welcome as our guest, Mr. Rob-

ert Herbst.  Mr. Herbst was appointed by Governor 

Anderson to be Commissioner of Natural Resources 

for the State of Minnesota on January 4, 1971. His 

responsibilities in our state are numerous, in addition 

to serving in many national capacities. He is an advi-

sor to President Nixon on Environmental matters and 

serves on the Executive Board of the Natural Re-

sources Council of America.  He is a delegate mem-

ber to the United Nations Conference on Environ-

ment.  Bob and his wife, Evie and their children – 

Eric, Peter, and Amy are members of House of Pray-

er and are actively involved in the life of our Parish.  

We are most pleased to have Bob speaking next Sun-

day on the topic: “Man and His Earth”!  (Hi-Lines, 

May 3, 1972) 

 

40 Years Ago: Open House Tea.  All House of 

Prayer women are invited to an “Open House Tea” 

for Betty Larson on Tuesday evening, June 7th,     

7:00-9:30 p.m. in the Hearth Room.  Pastor Ralph 

Larson has been with us now for a few weeks and 

your LCW Board felt that all churchwomen would 

like an opportunity to welcome Betty to House of 

Prayer.  Mark the date now and plan to be present and 

make Betty feel “welcome”. – Donna Price, LCW 

President.  (Hi-Lines, May 26, 1977) 

 

20 Years Ago:   

Our Mission Statement    
House of Prayer calls you to COMMIT! 

We are  

C Christ centered; engaged in 

O Outreach to the community 

M Meeting the needs of our members;  

            providing 

M Meaningful and dynamic worship; and 

I Involved in service; out of our 

T Total commitment to God! 

(Hi-Lines, May 1997) 

 

20 Years Ago: The Boys Scouts Of America Char-

ter is presented to House of Prayer today at the 9:00 

a.m. service, to re-affirm House of Prayer’s commit-

ment to the Scouting Program for the past 40 years.  

We appreciate the church’s sponsorship and this out-

reach program to kids for character development, citi-

zenship training and mental and physical fitness.  

(Worship Service bulletin, May 25, 1997) 

 

10 Years Ago: Did you hear the Easter Sunday 

postlude?  Did you happen to notice that it was writ-

ten by our very own Jon Kietzer?  Jon’s organ com-

positions and improvisations are shaped by his own 

unique musical experiences and personality and also 

by the 33 years that he has spent with us here.  His 

improvisations each Sunday are completely unique 

music – one-time events never to be heard anywhere 

else in the same way again.  The influence is not a 

one-way street.  Just as Jon’s gifts have influenced 

House of Prayer’s worship life, they are also influ-

enced by the 33 years of worship life that he has 

spent here and by the people he has met.  Sometime, 

when there is no title listed in the bulletin for the or-

gan postlude or prelude, you may wish to take a few 

minutes to listen quietly to what Jon Is playing.  He is 

playing your history.  (Hi-Lines, May 2007) 
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Website: www.hoplc.org. 
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    Linda Lund, Visitation Pastor    
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

Dennis & Linda Busch 05/20/1977 40 years  

Don & Sue Burt 05/05/1977 50 years 

Gordy & Judy Holmes 05/06/1967  50 years 

Dick & Linda Victor 05/21/1966 51 years 

Jeff & Marguerite Thiele 05/29/1965 52 years 

Dale & Lorraine Swanson 05/01/1953 64 years 

 

DEATHS 

Name / Dates   

Jeanne Anderson died March 30th 

Dorothy Peterson died April 1st  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

Photo of 1967 (50 Years ago) Baccalaureate     

reception in former courtyard (current narthex).   

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

