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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Openness, Compassionate Community, and Relationships 

 
understanding of Jesus’ life and teachings, 
and facilitate a deeper worship experience. 

You are also invited to follow my blog 
throughout Lent, as each day I will offer a 
reflection on the appointed text: 
www.biblestudyinsideout.blogspot.com 
You can also sign up to receive a daily 
email by contacting the church office or via 
email bsandin@hoplc.org 

In addition, I will lead the Wednesday night bible 
study in Lent which will focus on readings of the 
week. This bible study begins March 8th and con-
tinues through April 5th. The bible study will take 
place in the fellowship hall at 6:30pm. 

-Pastor Ben  

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and light unto my path. 

Psalm 119:105 
 

The season of Lent has always been a 
time for Christians to grow in their faith. 
Lent is a time to develop our discipleship 
practices by taking time for reading 
scripture, prayer, serving others, and giv-
ing. This year, I challenge you to partici-
pate in reading scripture each day for the entire 
season. I have developed a thematic scripture 
reading schedule that follows the appointed gos-
pel text for each Sunday. The readings are drawn 
from Matthew and John and will broaden your 

Lent 2017: Let’s Get Biblical 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

 

Lent 2017 
Reading 

Schedule: 
 
 

The Journey of 
Discipleship 

3-1 Matthew 4:1-11 
3-2 Matthew 4:18-25 
3-3 Matthew 7:21-27 
3-4 Matthew 8:18-22 
3-5 Matthew 10:16-25 
3-6 Matthew 12:33-42 
3-7 Matthew 12:43-50 

 
Paradigm Shift 
3-8 John 3:1-17 
3-9 John 5:1-18 

3-10 John 6:22-40 
3-11 John 6:41-71 
3-12 John 7:10-31 
3-13 John 8:31-59 
3-14 John 10:22-39 

 
Outside In 

3-15 John 4:1-15 
3-16 John 4:16-26 
3-17 John 4:27-42 
3-18 John 8:1-11 

3-19 Matthew 8:1-13 
3-20 Matthew 15:1-20 
3-21 Matthew 18:1-22  

 
Healed and Whole 

3-22 John 9:1-12 
3-23 John 9:13-40 
3-24 John 5:1-18 

3-25 Matthew 12:1-12 
3-26 Matthew 15:29-31 
3-27 Matthew 17:14-20 
3-28 Matthew 20:29-34 

 
Raising Lazarus 
3-29 John 11:1-16 
3-30 John 11:17-27 
3-31 John 11:28-44 
4-1 John 11:45-57 
4-2 John 12:1-10 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Stewardship 

4-3 Matthew 6:19-24 
4-4 Matthew 6:25-34 
4-5 Matthew 19:16-26 
4-6 Matthew 22:15-22 
4-7 Matthew 24:45-51 
4-8 Matthew 25:14-30 

 
Holy Week 

4-9 John 12:12-19 
4-10 John 12:20-36 
4-11 John 13:1-35 
4-12 John 14:1-31 
4-13 John 17:1-26 

4-14 John 18:1-19:37 
4-15 John 19:38-42 

http://www.biblestudyinsideout.blogspot.com
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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From our Congregation President 

Prophetic Voices 

So, here we are a few months out after 
our recent elections. How are you feel-
ing? My guess is that obviously some 
of you are happy about the results and 
some of you are not. I recently saw a 
Facebook post, from our former Senior Pastor Steve 
McKinley, who shared a letter titled “Prophetic 
Voices” written by Bishop Tim Smith from the 
ELCA in North Carolina. It has some similarities to 
comments that I made in a recent Hi-Line's article. 
In that article, I shared how much I like the TV show 
“What Would You Do?” but, more importantly, 
What Would Jesus Do (WWJD)? Here are portions 
of what Bishop Smith said in his letter: 

If your measuring stick is the number of phone calls 
to the bishop’s office in the NC Synod to register 
complaints about their Pastor, the first week in Feb-
ruary is the winner thus far in my 18-month tenure. 
The reason? The previous Sunday’s sermons on the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12, “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit…”) and Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with your God?” 

My assumption is that had these texts been pro-
claimed as platitudes or ideals, they would have 
made for, in the eyes of most parishioners, a good 
sermon. Combined with the president’s Executive 
Order concerning refugees, they became challeng-
ing, polarizing words for many of our congregants. 
Like issues of sexuality, race, election, the environ-
ment, gender, and economic policy, if and when 
mentioned from the pulpit, the fallout was palpable. 

“Bishop, I’ve told you that I have not - and the 
church is not - interested in your political views, and 
would you please tell our pastors that we’re not in-
terested in theirs, either?” This was one of the kinder 
phrases to grace my ears this past week. 

Should the Church BE political? Certainly not. Does 
the message of the scriptures, which form our core 
and conscience, have political implications? Of 
course it does and should! All of our views and 

Wayne Swenson 

actions, as baptized Christians called to be 
Christ-like, flow from that deep identity as 
God’s beloved children and our calling, as we 
promise in our affirmation of baptism, “to serve 
all people, following the example of Jesus, and 
to strive for justice and peace in all the Earth.” 
If you’re a member of the ELCA, you've al-
ready promised that. Your preacher, I hope, is 
bound not to political opinion but to the witness 
of the scriptures. Yes, it gets messy if and when 
they lift up a prophetic voice (and yes, congre-
gations control the preacher’s salary and 
401K), but I must say that the bold pastors who 
both love their people dearly and are called to 
speak a prophetic, challenging word based in 
the scripture - which alienates some of their 
people - live with a huge dilemma. Look at the 
crowd that the Prosperity Gospel preachers 
draw. These preachers tell people what they 
want to hear. My sinful self desperately wants 
affirmation, even God’s affirmation, of what I 
think makes me secure, great, and first. Jesus 
and the prophets are going to make us uncom-
fortable. What would Jesus do? 

These are challenging times. For the church to 
say nothing about what’s going on socially or 
politically would be, in my opinion, completely 
unfaithful. For the church to become primarily 
a political lobby or particular partisan position, 
which many believe has already happened, con-
tinues to plunge clergy into a sea of irrelevance. 

Bottom line: Are the scriptures and the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus and the result-
ant freedom of the Gospel forming us and 
transforming us? Or is the culture, including 
politics and our sinful selves, doing that form-
ing and transforming and then we proof-text the 
scriptures to justify ourselves? 

Walking with you, Bishop Tim Smith 

My take on this is to spend less time on taking 
dogmatic political sides and to focus always on 
WHAT JESUS WOULD DO ... and then live 
that out in our lives! Cherish each and every 
day of our lives here on earth ... but remember, 
THE BEST IS YET TO COME!!! 

Wednesday Evening Lent Worship 
Wednesday evenings will be a time for worship during Lent. We’ll kick off the season with 

traditional Ash Wednesday worship on March 1, services at noon and 7:00pm. On the five 
Wednesdays that follow, we will hold a Lenten Evening Prayer worship service or “Service 
of the Light,” beginning each at 7:30pm (after other Wednesday evening programming). 

Plan now to come out and have your soul fed in this most reverent season! 
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Community Engagement Opportunities 

Our Community Engagement Team continues to explore how our congregation can become more con-
nected to the Richfield community. If you have questions, more ideas, or would like to sit in on a CET 
meeting to offer your input, please talk with Pastor Ben, Ben Whalen, or one of the other team mem-
bers: Paula Kiehl, Kim Houle, Savanna Kamara, Zack Olson, Heather Daggett, and Kielyn Simonson. 

Wood Lake Nature Center 

Do you have an interest in helping in the community and meeting your neighbors? Wood Lake Nature 
Center has many opportunities! Wood Lake Nature Center is a beautiful (pictures below) 150-acre natu-
ral area right here in Richfield that is dedicated to environmental education, wildlife observation, and 
outdoor recreation. They regularly host events there for the whole community to come out and enjoy. 
 

Wood Lake is looking for volunteers to help with the following: 
 

 Cover the secretary’s shift 11:30am-1:00pm any day Monday – Friday. 
 Watch and log birds at their many feeders throughout the nature center. 
 Help clean up the trash at the nature center in the spring from all the winter runoff. 
 Plant trees for Earth/ Arbor Day on April 23 from 1:00pm-4:00pm. 
 Help with a running race on the last Saturday in July. This race helps fund all K-5 students of 

Richfield schools to have 3 field trips each year at Wood Lake Nature Center. 
 

Please contact Paula Kiehl for more information on how you can help out! 
Email: pkiehl3@gmail.com Phone: 612.889.1167 

Congregational Forum: Sanctuary Church 
 

The Leadership Ministry Team has been in discussion about the possibility of House of Prayer becom-

ing a sanctuary church and invites the congregation for a broader conversation. There is a movement, in 
Minnesota and nationwide, of churches offering space for immigrants and refugees who fear deporta-
tion. Sanctuary churches provide living space and other material support for the individuals and fami-

lies. There are currently 13 churches in the Twin Cities who have declared themselves sanctuary church-
es and many others who are sanctuary supporting churches. 

The forum will be March 22 at 6:15pm in the fellowship hall. The purpose of the forum is to share in-
formation about the sanctuary movement, discuss opportunities to participate, and to listen to the con-

cerns and questions of the congregation. All voices will be valued and encouraged to share. There will 
not be a vote at the forum as this is a first step in any potential decision. Feel free to share any questions 
or concerns with any LMT member or Pastor Ben. 
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In January, the Collaboration Team met for its quarterly meeting. Each congregation is represented by 8 
members on the team and all work on 1 of 4 Listening Teams.  
Listening Team Reports - Each Listening Team was asked to share their newly created mission state-
ments and what they plan to work on in 2017. 

Steering Committee  
Collaboration Team Mission Statement: As Lutheran Churches in Richfield, we are feeling called 
by God and each other to be a stronger, more vibrant, more relevant presence in our community. By 
working together, we hope to energize our members to more deeply know God and each other, find new 
and different ways to grow and share our faith. We seek to meet people in our community in the places 
and ways that are most needed and desired. 

 Continue to improve communication with congregations and between Listening Teams via 
newsletter articles, bulletins, Collaboration Team page and minutes on each church’s website, 
Facebook Page (@RichfieldMNELCACollaboration), newspaper ads. 

 Steering Committee Liaisons will work closer with their Listening Teams. 

Spiritual Listening Team  
Mission Statement: To hear  the Spir it of God and share that hear ing, and tools for  the ability to 
listen, with our congregations and communities through prayer, meditation, worship, scripture, song and 
action. 

 Continue to provide worship service prayer petitions to be used in each congregation each 
Sunday and provide a common Lenten prayer to be used each week. 

 Engage the community with a prayer booth/tent at community events like 4th of July for people 
to request prayer petitions at churches and/or pray with a team member at the event. 

 Develop an inter-congregational Prayer Partner ministry which might include an initial meal, 
periodic group meetings, home-bound “prayer warriors.” 

 Group meets: 2nd Thursday of each month at 3:00pm at HOP – all are welcome to come! 

Congregational Listening Team 
Mission Statement: To listen to each other (congregations) with the intent to explore similarities and 
celebrate each other’s differences on our journey to worship and serve God. 

 Reviewing children’s ministry surveys completed by each congregation to determine how best to 
deliver resources to families. 

 Develop a Pinterest page (called Family Faith and Fun) with instructions on how to use it to give 
a platform for people to share ideas / resources. Publicize in church bulletins. 

 Seeking a new team member from Woodlake to be part of this team; contact Elisa Tvete if you 
are interested. 

 Group meets: 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30pm at OG – all are welcome to come! 

Community Listening Team  
Mission statement – Encourage our congregations to engage our community by listening to the hurts 
and hopes of the people. 

 Attend community events and listen to what is happening in the community in an effort to learn 
and listen rather than necessarily presenting programs. 

 Help facilitate relationships in neighborhoods and help make connections through promotion of 
community events, Neighborhood Watch Program, inviting neighbors to churches and other 
events, and getting to know one another. 

 Group meets: Next meeting is March 6 at 7:00pm at HOP – all are welcome to come! 
Please feel free to contact me or one of the Listening Team chairs with ideas, suggestions, or questions 
for our next meeting in April.  

Together in Christ, Cara Wright – Steering Committee Chair (cara.wright07@yahoo.com) 
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Service Scavenger Hunt 
 

Six teams of youth and adults - Team Awesome, 
The Blue Barracudas, Dewshine, Victory, Team 
Beth, and the Giving Givers - set out on a mission 
to complete as many acts of service and kindness 
as possible. They were given supplies, $15, and 
only about 50 minutes. In that time a whole lot of 
nice notes were left in public places, trash picked 
up, shopping carts returned, valentines & cards 
written, gift cards bought and given away, city 
employees thanked, high fives given, senior cen-
ters visited, and much more. The Blue Barracudas 
(Brianna, John, Erik, Evan, & Nancy, pictured 
below) won the challenge by completing an im-
pressive 13 actions. Aren’t we all winners though, 
when kindness and service are shared? 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule & Lessons: 
 

3/1: Ash Wednesday - No youth programs, join us 
for 7pm worship 

3/5: Sunday School - The Prodigal Son 

3/8: Mentors meet with Confirmation Youth & 
Learning Night for Youth Group 

3/12: Sunday School - The Widow’s Offering 

3/15: Mentor Time & Youth Capture the Flag 

3/17: Lock In! (See the box below this) 

3/19: Sunday School Children Sing in Worship & 
lesson on The Widow’s Offering 

3/22: Mentor Time & Youth Learning Night - The 
Crucifixion 

3/26: Sunday School - The Widow’s Offering 

3/29: Spring Break - No Youth Programs 

Children, Youth, & Family 

 
 
 
 
Summer calendars are filling up but make sure to 
save a spot for a week at Luther Park Bible Camp! 
We’re encouraging everyone from our church to 
go June 18-23 and there are opportunities for kids 
in grades 1-9 (just 3 nights for younger kids, full 
week for older). Talk to Ben Whalen for more in-
formation or come on Sunday, March 5 to hear 
from Joel Legred, Camp Director, and ask ques-
tions! There will also be a discount that day! 

On Friday, March 17, 
the Gustavus Youth 
Outreach team will 
lead an overnight lock-
in at House of Prayer! 
We’ll start at 7pm and 
stay through 7am, with 
lots of games & activi-

ties to have fun and explore faith. This event is 
FREE for you and any friends you’d like to bring 
along. There is no additional form to sign up but 
please let Ben Whalen know by March 3 if you 
plan to attend. We’ll also need a few adult volun-
teers if any parents would like to join us that 
evening for all or part of the event! 

First Communion 

During Lent, the 5th & 6th grade “Ignite” group 
will be learning more about Communion on a 
couple Wednesday nights in preparation for some 
of them to receive First Com-
munion on Palm Sunday. If 
your child would like to partici-
pate in this please let Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523) know and 
he’ll get you the details! 
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Men’s Softball 
 

The Woodgrove Saints, a men’s softball team 
started by members of Woodlake Lutheran, Oak 
Grove Lutheran, and St. Richard’s Catholic 
Church, will again be playing this spring and 
summer in the Bloomington Bronze League for a 
ten game season on Thursday nights starting in 
late April. If you are looking for a “joy of the 
game” experience rather than competitive suc-
cess, this might be the thing for you!  
Contact team manager Scott Dahlquist at (612) 
919-9232 or at sjaadahlquist@comcast.net for 
more information.  

Twin Cities Girls’ Choir to Host 
Concert at House of Prayer! 

 

On Sunday, March 5, the House of Prayer sanctu-
ary will be home to a large choral festival concert, 
featuring the Twin Cities Girls’ Choir (under di-
rection of Stefanie Fiser, former House of Prayer 
Children’s Music Director) as well as five other 
children’s choirs from the area. All told, there will 
be upwards of 125 singers ranging in age from 2nd 
to 12th grade coming together in one space! 

The concert will be at 1:30 p.m. and features songs 
by each choir individually, as well as a few selec-
tions by the combined ensembles, all for a $5 sug-
gested donation. Please plan to come to support 
these young singers and enjoy high quality music! Martin Luther and Reformation 

Anniversary Books 

To help celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation, Augsburg Fortress will be offering 
books for kids and adults about Martin Luther 
for sale at half-price in March. Order forms will 

be available March 12-26, and a sample copy of 
each of the 17 titles will be displayed in our li-
brary. Watch for more news to follow. 

Men’s Fellowship Group Gathering 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 ~ 9:00 am 

House of Prayer Parish Hall 
Guest speaker – Mr. Louie Larson 

“Coast to Coast Military Vehicle Convoy” 
 

All men are invited for fellowship, devotions, top-
ic, meet, greet, chat, and hear Louie discuss his 
experience and participation with the Coast to 
Coast Military Vehicle Convoy event. Lots of fel-
lowship, plan to attend and join us! For more in-
formation call Noel Sagness at (612) 866-0833. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Treasurer’s Report 
We continue to do God’s work with our hands (and financial support). July thru January revenue was 
$380,063, while expenses were $345,569. The numbers below show that we have received more reve-
nue than budgeted and have spent less than we budgeted. This is really good news! The leadership and 
staff have continued to watch expenses and the members of House of Prayer have continued in their 
faithful giving. 
 

         Actual (Jan)   Budget (Jan)  over Budget  Actual (YTD)  Budget (YTD)  over Budget 
Total Revenue            95,885            45,680            50,205            380,063           358,045           22,019  
Total Expenditures     56,695            57,600             (906)             345,569            358,543         (12,973) 
 

Your continued, faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure is very important as we continue to discern 
what it is that God wants us to “do and be” in this community. Thanks be to God! 

Scott Wright, HOP Treasurer 
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The Heritage Team Remembers 

compiled by Darlene Clauson 

55 Years Ago: Building Progressing. After  a 
very slow winter construction our new church is 
going to full swing again. For the first time in al-
most two months, workmen have been on the job 
for a full week. Right now, the huge supporting 
beams for the floor of our church sanctuary are 
being poured. Bricklayers are working on the 
walls of the church proper. It is a thrilling thing to 
note the walls rising and work moving along. Let 
us pray God’s blessings upon all those entrusted 
with this great work – all the men on the job, the 
contractor, the architect, our building committee 
and Board. (Hi-Lines, March 20, 1962) 
 
50 Years Ago: Drama Group to Be Formed. We 
are pleased to announce that a new Drama Interest 
Group is being formed for all those interested in 
producing drama for the Church. Miss Kay 
Jurgenson, speech and drama teacher at Richfield 
High School, will be the dynamic behind this ef-
fort. She will coordinate the interests of all those 
who desire to become a part of such a challenging 
enterprise. The initial meeting of all interested per-
sons has been set for Monday, March 13, in the 
Parish Hall at 7:30 p.m. This invitation is open to 
all ages – youth, young adults, and adults. Your 
interest might be in acting in a drama, helping 
build the sets, or helping to select suitable plays. 
(Hi-Lines, March 1, 1967) 
 
45 Years Ago: Wow! Last Sunday’s Senior 
Choir anthem prompted a spontaneous verbal reac-
tion of enthusiasm from one of the children in the 
congregation. The loud “WOW” was kind of the 
way all of us felt. Thanks, Senior Choir! (Hi-
Lines, March 1, 1972) 
 
45 Years Ago: Richfield Mayor to Speak! Lor-
en L. Law will be the guest speaker at the 
Wednesday, March 22, Lenten Worship. Mr. Law 
was just recently elected to serve a two-year term 
as mayor of the City of Richfield and he is also the 
President of the Loren Law Management Consult-
ant Firm. The Lenten Series has as its topic, “Jesus 
Christ—Who Are You?” and Mr. Law will speak 
as a “Voice” from the business world, and also as 
an active Baptist Layman. He and his family are 
members of Wooddale Baptist church where he 
has served as a Deacon. Come out and hear this 

distinguished community and civic leader tell how 
his belief in Jesus, The Christ, influences his daily 
decisions. (Hi-Lines, March 15, 1972) 
 
30 Years Ago: Men’s Chorus Forming. Talent-
ed and ambitious men will have a chance to start a 
new tradition and make history at House of Prayer. 
Share your talents and sing with the Men’s Tene-
brae Chorus … a new group of singers for our 
Good Friday Tenebrae worship. Call the church 
office for details. (Hi-Lines, March 24, 1987) 
 
20 Years Ago: Early Morning Musings: Today 
we commission Jim LaDoux to serve House of 
Prayer as our Program Director. In this capacity, 
the great gifts which Jim has brought to the youth 
and family ministry program of House of Prayer 
for several years now will be used to enhance the 
total life of the congregation. In this new position, 
Jim will be working with the whole congregation 
as we develop our programmatic life together. We 
are fortunate to have a person of Jim’s character 
and ability as part of our staff team, and we rejoice 
as he moves into this new position. This change is 
possible because of your response to Many Gifts 
… One Spirit. Plans for a new staffing pattern 
were at the heart of the case for Many Gifts … 
One Spirit, and Jim’s transition to Program Direc-
tor is the first step in moving toward that new pat-
tern. (Worship Service bulletin, March 9, 1997) 
 
10 Years Ago: A Must See Documentary “An 
Inconvenient Truth” Video April 18, 2007: 
Light supper at 5:30 pm (Free will offering); Vid-
eo at 6:00 pm; Questions and Discussion at 7:30 
pm. House of Prayer Parish Hall. There have been 
many questions, skepticism and fervor about the 
topic of global warming. Some have called it a 
hoax, others a real threat. Most scientists agree 
that the Earth is warming at an accelerated rate 
and that humans are contributing to the warming 
by our ever-increasing reliance on fossil fuels. As 
Christians, we take seriously our responsibility to 
care for the Earth and show good stewardship of 
its resources and environment. Please take this op-
portunity to learn more about an issue we see eve-
ry day in the newspaper and on news reports. Ask 
questions and then decide what you can do about 
it. (Worship Service bulletin, March 25, 2007)  
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 
 

Rob & Kelly Eckerman 3/9/1997 20 years 

Dave & Karen Steenson 3/28/1964 53 years 

 

 
DEATHS 
Name / Dates   

Karen Bargman died February 3rd 

Donald Russell died February 8th  

Shirley Medin died February 8th  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

 

Pictured is House of Prayer under con-
struction 55 years ago in 1962. Recognize 

the shape of our sanctuary? 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

