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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Openness, Compassionate Community, and Relationships 

 

sermons? Who are the ones who are sleep-
walking through their faith lives? Who are 
the ones who have fallen out of faith? How 
can we wake Eutychus up? 
 
 For me the answer begins and ends with   
 mission and missional thinking. To be   
focused on mission in the church means 
that we are actively striving to invite,    
welcome, and make known the life-giving 

love, grace, and mercy of Christ. To be missional 
means we look for ways to connect the unconnect-
ed, to love the unloved, to seek the lost, to feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked. For us to be the 
church God calls us to be we cannot sleepwalk our 
way in the same old tired and worn out practices. 
We must be willing to change and grow. We must 
be open to new approaches, new ideas, and inno-
vation. 
 
For some change is threatening, for others it is ex-
citing. The question for our faith community to 
grapple with is: how can we include Eutychus 
without excluding those who are already here? 
How can we strike a balance of moving forward in 
mission, and moving forward with those who have 
made the church what it is? These are complicated 
questions of profound importance for the Christian 
church. We must find a way to wake Eutychus up, 
for if we do not the church will cease to exist. We 
must also be faithful to the Gospel and not com-
promise our integrity and sense of community. We 
must be bold yet sensitive, courageous yet dis-
cerning, flexible yet purposeful. Quite simply, we 
must be faithful to God’s call to serve and love 
one another. 

On the first day of the week we came to-
gether to break bread. Paul spoke to the 
people and, because he intended to leave 
the next day, kept on talking until mid-
night. There were many lamps in the up-
stairs room where we were meeting. Seat-
ed in a window was a young man named 
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep 
sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he 
was sound asleep, he fell to the ground 
from the third story and was picked up dead. 
Paul went down, threw himself on the young man 
and put his arms around him. “Don’t be 
alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” Then he went 
upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After 
talking until daylight, he left. The people took the 
young man home alive and were greatly comfort-
ed. Acts 20:7-12 
 
The story of Eutychus is perhaps the most hu-
morous story I have found in scripture. As a 
preacher, I find the idea of someone falling 
asleep during my sermon to be incredibly embar-
rassing, but the idea that someone might literally 
drop dead is beyond words. And Paul, even after 
realizing that young Eutychus has become so 
weary and bored of his preaching doesn’t just 
continue to preach his sermon, he preaches until 
the sun comes up. 
 
Most of the times I have heard this story dis-
cussed the focus hasn’t been on Eutychus at all, 
rather the focus has been on Paul’s healing    
miracle. Certainly, healing is powerful and need-
ed in our time, but this story also offers the 
Christian church an opportunity to reflect. Who 
are the ones who are falling asleep in our        

Falling Out of Church 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Annual Meeting - Tuesday, June 13 
House of Prayer’s Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday, June 13 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP for dinner to the Church Office 612-866-8471 or of-
fice@hoplc.org. The booklet of reports will be emailed to the congregation, posted on the church web-
site and will be available to pick up at the Information Desk on Sunday, June 4. 
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From our Congregation President 

Pastors! 
 
Happy June! This month let me talk 
about pastors … ours at House of Prayer 
… and others! On Sunday, April 30, we 
had a full Fellowship Hall as we cele-
brated Pastor Linda Lund’s time with us. 
This was preceded by a very emotional worship service 
where Pastor Linda preached her final sermon here at 
HOP. There were a lot of tears shed and virtually every 
day I keep hearing in my head the words of our final 
song “God be with you till we meet again.” We wish 
God’s richest blessings to Pastor Linda for a wonderful 
retirement! The good/happy news is that we have our 
wonderful Sr. Pastor Ben Sandin to continue to take 
care of our pastoral needs. We are truly blessed! 
 
There is the story about a pastor in Tennessee back in 
2013. Rev. Willie Lyle was the newly-appointed pastor 
of Sango United Methodist Church in Clarksville, TN. 
He decided to directly experience the lifestyle he al-
ways preached about combating. The idea came to him 
in a dream that he had about an encounter with God, 
who told him it was something he needed to do. 
 
He spent five days undercover as a homeless man be-
fore stepping in front of his new congregation for the 
first time. His wife Suzette took him to downtown 
Clarksville the morning of June 17 where he stayed 
uncomfortably until the morning of June 21. Lyle was 
originally uneasy about living on the streets with noth-
ing for five days. It would be an abrupt transition from 
having everything to essentially nothing. He would 
have no money and a difficult time finding food and 
shelter. He also knew he would encounter other home-
less people, whom many people perceive as dangerous. 
Throughout his experience however, he found that 
these perceptions are mostly just stereotypes created by 
society. He felt that most of them were just the work-
ing poor trying to make ends meet. He found it diffi-
cult adapting to his temporary lifestyle. He spent a lot 
of time on the streets looking for places to eat and 
sleep. One of the places he ate was a kitchen 
called “Loaves and Fishes” which is designed to feed 
the hungry. He spent his nights sleeping on the porch 
of an abandoned house. During the day, the pastor 
would stay in the shade or hang out on a bench outside 
a local courthouse. He often interacted with other 
homeless people in the area as well.  
 
On June 23, Pastor Lyle sat down under a tree, covered 
with a big overcoat, on the lawn of his new church be-
fore his first sermon. He remained unshaven with his 

Wayne Swenson 

hair still not combed. During the worship hour, 
his daughter-in-law cut his hair while his daugh-
ter helped him shave his beard. Beneath his over-
coat, he wore a suit and tie as he revealed himself 
as the new pastor of the congregation.  
 
As he talked about his experience he made sure to 
mention more than once that Christ was not com-
fortable on the cross. Pastor Lyle feels strongly 
that churches need to do more than just preach 
the Gospel to their communities. He said that per-
sonally living the experience helped him open his 
eyes to this. The big question for him was, what 
should we do about it? He said that many church-
es are feeding the hungry physically.  
 
We at HOP have volunteers that help with 
Loaves & Fishes here in Richfield, and also serve 
the homeless at Simpson Shelter. You can sign up 
to help with these events at the Information Desk 
and/or make contributions. But, we also need to 
feed them spiritually and share the good news 
with them. I write about this after attending a  
Lutheran Social Services fundraiser luncheon for 
homeless youth in MN. We had a table of HOP 
people in attendance. Overall, $225,000 was 
raised. Hallelujah and another example of doing 
God’s work with our hands! 
 
And my last story is about another pastor. A 
young boy had just gotten his driving permit. He 
asked his father, who was a pastor, if they could 
discuss the use of the family car. His father took 
him to his study and said to him, “I’ll make a deal 
with you. You bring your grades up, study your 
Bible and get your hair cut, and we’ll talk about 
it.  After about a month the boy came back and 
again asked his father if they could discuss the 
use of the car. They again went to the father’s 
study where his father said, “Son, I’ve been real 
proud of you. You have brought your grades up, 
you’ve studied your Bible diligently, but you did-
n’t get your hair cut!” The young man waited a 
moment and replied, “You know Dad, I’ve been 
thinking about that. You know, Samson had long 
hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair … 
and even Jesus had long hair!” To which his fa-
ther replied … “Yes, and they WALKED every-
where they went!” 
 

THANKS to ALL pastors for the 
important role that they play in our 
lives!  
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Children, Youth and Family 

Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS is going “Backstage with the Bible” this 
summer from July 24-27! Dinner is available for 
the whole family at 5:15 each night and program-
ming goes from 6:00 until around 8:30. VBS is 
FREE and you can register any time through the 
link on the “Children’s Ministry” page of 
hoplc.org. Please talk to Heidi Thomas 
(heidit1109@live.com) with questions or if you’d 
like to volunteer! 
 

“Pin of the Month” From the Collaboration Congregational Listening Team  

 

29 Dollar-Store Finds That Will Keep Your Kids Busy All Summer 
This pin includes awesome ideas to keep your kids entertained, and cool, for less. Including ideas like 
using chalk and a large sponge to turn your drive way into a target game or using a colander and a bike 

helmet to catch water balloons. Find the pin and the directions on our Pinterest page under our Let’s Get 
Moving board! Or at: https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/lets-get-moving/ 

Summer Letter from Ben Whalen  

As fast as it’s gone, we’re already at the end of 
the program year for Sunday School and Wednes-
day Youth Nights. It’s been an exhilarating and 
meaningful first year for me and I have a LOT of 
people to thank who have really carried out the 
ministry each week. Thank you to all the Sunday 
School teachers, Sunday School prep leaders, 
youth small group guides, Confirmation mentors, 
Youth & Family team, and everyone else who 
played a role any time this year. YOU make it 
possible to do everything we do. I also need to 
give a huge shout out to the children & youth 
themselves! I know I personally have grown and 
been inspired by their faith, insight, questions, 
kindness, and positive spirits. I hope you keep 
sharing God’s love & joy with us adults who 
sometimes lose sight of that. 
 
Summer doesn’t mean there’s nothing at church 
until Fall, just different things. Obviously, we still 
gather on Sunday mornings for worship, but here 
are a few other things for the calendar: 
 

June 18-23: House of Prayer youth attend         
Luther Park Bible Camp 

July 6-9: Family Mission Trip to Madison, WI 
July 15-23: High School Rafting Trip to Montana 

July 24-27: Vacation Bible School! 
Ongoing: Flat Jesus! 

 
We’ll also have some simpler events periodically 
– watch the announcements for updates on those.     
 
Let me know if you have questions about the 
above or would like to help plan a simple summer 
event like a picnic, bike ride, movie night, or 
some other creative idea! 
 
Ben Whalen (612-500-9523, bwhalen@hoplc.org) 

“Flat Jesus”  

Ever heard of a Flat Stan-
ley Project? What about 
Flat Jesus? This summer 
we encourage you and 
your family to bring “Flat 
Jesus” with you on what-
ever adventures you have 
planned – across the 
world or just across the 
street. The idea is to then 
talk together about how 
God is with you wherever 
you go! 
 

There is a display in the narthex near the fireplace 
where you can create your Flat Jesus, receive a 
list of places Flat Jesus can visit this summer, and 
see some examples. As you bring Flat Jesus 
around, we encourage you to take pictures and 
share them with bwhalen@hoplc.org for the dis-

https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/lets-get-moving/
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Housing Questions in Richfield 

In late April, Season’s Park apartments (just south of us off 77th Street) went up for sale. With our new 
connections to community leaders and city staff, we heard about this the very next day. There was a lot 
of concern in town about maintaining the quality of this housing without displacing the families current-
ly living there. Thankfully it was sold to Aeon, a reputable organization that fixes up rental housing 
while keeping it affordable. Within a week of first hearing the news, we had 5 members of House of 
Prayer attend a standing-room-only city council working session discussing the future of rental housing 
in Richfield. We heard about the current state of the issue, the impact this has on our local families, and 
ways that other cities in the metro area are proactively addressing concerns around quality, affordable, 
rental housing. Ben Whalen has the handouts if you’re interested in more specifics.  
 
Here are some reflections from members who attended: 
 
“I was very impressed with the amount of residents that were willing to stand up for what they believe 
in and to show their support for the community. I think it is important for our church to know what is 
happening with the residents of our community. We are taught through the Bible to love and help our 
neighbors.—Paula  Kiehl 
 
“As a volunteer at VEAP in the food shelf, I talked to a number of Concierge residents who had to move 
because of the rent increase. They did not know where they could go as the availability of affordable 
housing is slim. A number of them said there was/is no help finding affordable housing. According to 

Lael Robertson of the Housing Justice Center, it is 2% in this area. It was 
an interesting meeting with an overflow crowd to find out there are 
groups out there of citizens concerned about this.—Ed Thom 
 
None of this was a volunteer opportunity or an event hosted by a local 
group; it was simply being aware of what was happening in our neigh-
borhood and getting involved as good neighbors. Thank you to those 
who came or voiced their opinions to city council through other means! 
We will continue to take an active role living out our faith values in our 
community. 

In The Community 

Fouth of July 
Parade 

Richfield knows how 
to celebrate 4th of 
July and it draws a 
big crowd! Once 
again HOP will be 
marching in the parade to invite people to Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) and worship with us. 
The ReFuel band will be playing on our float and 
we’ll have candy for folks to hand out. Anyone 
who joins us will receive a free HOP T-shirt! 
More details to come soon, please let Ben Whalen 
know if you’d like to sign up to walk with us. 

Farmer’s Market 

The Richfield Farmer’s Market started up again 
on Saturday, May 20, and runs through October. 
It’s open Saturdays from 7 a.m.-noon at the Veter-
an’s Park pavilion. Stop in to get fresh produce 
and meet some neighbors! House of Prayer will 
likely have a table set up a couple times, but the 
dates for that are still to be determined. 
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Bobby Van Deusen 
Concert &  

Barbary Coast Band 
Sunday, June 4 

 

Come see the best! One of 
Bobby Van Deusen’s final 
concert series at 1:00 p.m., 
plus the Barbary Coast Band at 
the 9:30 a.m. worship service!  

Van Deusen is one of the world’s finest piano en-
tertainers – Jazz, Dixieland, Classic – you name 
it! The Barbary Coast Band is a Minnesota Hall of 
Fame favorite.  
 

It’s all FREE! Invite your friends to both or either 
the 9:30 a.m. worship service at House of Prayer 
or the 1:00 p.m. world class performance.  

Around House of Prayer 

Sunday 
May 21, 2017 

 Pictured (back row, left to right): Josh Hyde,  Brianna Wieman, Jack Mennicke, John Diercks, Evan Burkstrand, Isabel-
la Ludvigson. (front row, left to right): Ahna Christian, Jenna Lankey, Will Thomas, Alisia McFarland, Domonique 
Fitz, Ella Doyle. Not pictured: Saraelizabeth Ongeri. 

Ears to Hear: Listening as a Catalyst 
of Congregational Change  

Pastor Ben recently completed his Doctor of Min-
istry program and had the above titled thesis ap-
proved by Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Colum-
bus, Ohio. The project entailed a listening team of 
ten HOP members who interviewed Richfield res-
idents in order to learn more about the challenges 
and opportunities in the community. The project 
was designed to be a catalyst for enabling HOP to 
reconnect to the community.  
 
Pastor Ben will be sharing his research and find-
ings in a four-part presentation on Wednesday 
nights beginning June 7th. All sessions will begin 
at 6:30pm and conclude at 8pm. Childcare is 
available upon request. Sign up by emailing 
bsandin@hoplc.org or contacting the church of-
fice office @hoplc.org.  

Sessions include: 
June 7: The History and Context of House of Prayer 
June 14: The Theological Foundations of the Project 
June 18: The Results of the Project 
July 12: Opportunities for Mission and Community 
Engagement 

 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:office@hoplc.org
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Treasurer’s Report 
The HOP budget for the 2017-18 fiscal has been approved by the Leadership Ministry Team (LMT) and 
will be presented to the members at the annual meeting on June 13. The Budget and Finance Team met 
in early May to finalize the numbers. We will be bringing a balanced budget proposal of $624,000 of 
income/expenses. Not a large increase from last year’s balanced budget of $610,000, but somewhat of a 
stretch since we only had a projected income of $590,000 this fiscal year. We continue to see the con-
gregation giving faithfully, generously, and consistently to the operating budget.  
 
    YTD Budget   YTD Actual 
Total Operating Income    $521,524      $526,682 
Total Expenses     $522,684      $504,272  
Net     <$    1,160>      $  22,410 
 
As you can see above (July-April), income is higher than expected and expenses are lower than ex-
pected. The staff and the leadership of the church have continued to watch expenses. And the members 
of House of Prayer have continued to give faithfully to the mission of the church.  Good things are hap-
pening at House of Prayer with new programs and people, but we need to continue giving faithfully to 
the operating budget in order to continue growing. If you haven’t turned your pledge in, please do so. 
Please let us know if you have any questions.  -Scott Wright, Treasurer  

HOP PreSchool - Register Now  

• Classes meet Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day mornings from 9:00—11:30 am. 

• 2017-18 tuition is $190 per month, plus a 
$55 registration fee 

 

Contact the Director, Heather Harrison, at  612-
861-7110 or email to hharison@hoplc.org. 

Around House of Prayer 

HOP Outreach 
 

Ten members of House of Prayer attended the Lu-
theran Social Services (LSS) benefit luncheon for 
youth experiencing homelessness, held at Aria in 
Minneapolis. Every night there are about 6,000 
youth that experience homelessness in Minnesota.  
 
The event raised $225,000 to fund the many ser-
vices provided by LSS to help these youth. Ser-
vices include street outreach workers, a safe 
house, transitional living, and support for young 
women who are pregnant or parenting. House of 
Prayer has been deeply engaged in LSS youth  
services. At this event, we were acknowledged for 
our service by receiving one of the 2017 Servant 
in Christ Awards given out by LSS. 
 

Outdoor Worship at House of Prayer 
Sunday, June 25 ● 10:00 a.m. 

 

We will be worshipping outside on June 25. The 
9:30 and 11:00 services will be combined and 
come together as one at 10:00. The service will 
be held on the lawn on the Chicago Avenue side 
(west side) of the church as in past years. 
 

Following the service will be a picnic lunch, 
games, and all kinds of fun and fellowship. Come 

out for great worship, food, and fun!  
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60 Years Ago:  Bible School Luncheon:  A most 
successful Daily Vacation Bible School will con-
clude with an appreciation luncheon for the staff  
of some sixty volunteer workers this coming Friday 
noon.  The school has been under the direction of 
our capable Director of Education, Mrs. Margaret 
Palm.  613 children were enrolled with daily at-
tendances averaging well over 500.  This, together 
with our Little Tots Bible School held in May, 
meant that we had 973 children enrolled in our two 
Bible Schools with daily attendances averaging 
800.  God be praised for this wonderful opportuni-
ty. (Hi-Lines, June 19, 1957) 
 
55 Years Ago:  Building News and Notes:   

How do you like this new bulletin cover of our  
new church?  We will be running it during the  
summer season especially for the sake of visitors 
who worship with us and might like such a cover  
as a memento.  Our contractor reports that work    
is on schedule. Completion should be sometime 
around October 1st.  Our pews for the church are 
under construction. The James Tuohey Company 
of Chatfield, Minnesota was awarded the Pew con-
tract.  The plans and specs for a blacktopped park-
ing lot went out this week to five contracting firms.  
Bids are due July 16.  Don’t forget – Cornerstone 
Laying ceremonies are scheduled for Sunday,    
July 29, following the last service.  That Sunday 
we will also have Holy Communion at all services.  
(Worship Service bulletin, June 24, 1962) 
 

20 Years Ago:  New Staff Posts Filled:  Two per-
sons have been hired for new staff positions made 
possible by our Many Gifts … One Spirit Major 
Funds Appeal.   

Scott Stai will be joining our staff as Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries August 1, 1997.  
Scott currently serves as Director of Youth Minis-
try at First Lutheran Church in Hinckley.  He was 
formerly Retreat Coordinator and Bookkeeper at 
Luther Park Camp, and also coordinated Luther 
Park’s summer Day Camp program and environ-
mental education program.  While working with us 
at House of Prayer, Scott will also be attending Lu-
ther Seminary 
Tia Stai will be our first Volunteer Coordinator.  
Tia currently serves as Program Director and Site 
Director at Luther Park, responsible for the recruit-
ment, training, and supervision of all camp staff 
and site management.   
 
To allow Jim LaDoux to more fully invest himself 
in his new position as Program Director, two mem-
bers of HOP have been employed as program assis-
tants in youth and family ministry for June and Ju-
ly. We are delighted to have the services of Leanne 
Hyde and Andrea Wessman for the coming 
months.  All of this has been made possible by 
your faithful giving to Many Gifts … One Spirit.  
Our Major Funds Appeal is making a difference to 
the life of House of Prayer!! Exciting times ahead!! 
(Hi-Lines, June 1997) 
 
15 Years Ago:  Welcome Ramo!  During the 
month of June we welcomed Ramo Zelnilovic as 
our new lead custodian.  Ramo, a Richfield resi-
dent, is an eager and enthusiastic worker, and will 
team with Keith Koenig and Terry Gilsrud to give 
us a wonderful custodial crew. When you are in the 
church neighborhood on a weekday, feel free to 
stop in and introduce yourself to Ramo! 
(Hi-Lines, July 2002) 
 
15 Years Ago:  Check Out Our New Website!  

Thanks to the hard work of John Bergstrand, our 

new Website is now up and running.  For those of 

you who are involved in the Internet, you can find 

us at www.house-of-prayer.com.  You can check 

the church calendar, learn more about the staff and 

our programs, and link yourself to other helpful 

Websites.  It’s worth a visit! 

(Hi-Lines, June 2002) 

The Heritage Team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

Bob & Norita Johnson 06/08/1957 60 years  

Roger & Donna Paulsen 06/08/1957 62 years 

Dick & Janice Kiehl 06/16/1956 61 years 

Don & Antoinette Tuffley 06/17/1961 56 years 

Ed & Myrt Thom 06/27/1964 64 years 

Don & Dorothy Wiecher 06/30/1951 66 years 

 
DEATHS 
Name / Dates   

Bill Ashley died April 30th  

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

60 Years Ago:   
1957 Worship Service at House of Prayer in first unit, 
prior to completion of current sanctuary.  Services 
were held in space that is now the Parish Hall and the 
Choir Room. 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

