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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Openness, Compassionate Community, and Relationships 

 
nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra 

tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and leave from there." (Luke 9:3-4) Why 
would Jesus do this? Why would he not 
want to make sure they had all the supplies 
they needed for their journey? The answer 
to this question I believe is fundamental to 
the nature of faith and evangelism. 
 
What Jesus understood, and the disciples 
needed to learn, was that the journey of 
faith is deeply relational. We learn about 

God from others; we learn to love as God loves 
from others. Central to the nature of relationships 
is dependence and trust. If the disciples go around 
preaching the good news and healing people and 
provide for their own needs (food, clothes, shelter) 
then they are really proclaiming the good news AT 
people. But, if they share the good news and heal 
and rely upon the hospitality and care of others it 
forms a relationship that is mutual, a ministry 
WITH others. We are designed by God to be in 
relationship with one another, not to be independ-
ent. Further, the church cannot do "evangelism" by 
simply showing up and telling people the truth. It 
must be a truth that is discovered in relationships 
of love and mutual respect. 
 
I believe that House of Prayer is called to be a rela-
tional church that is connected deeply to our com-
munity. Rather than simply waiting for new people 
to “come and see” what we are all about, we need 
to “go and be” the church in the world. Yes, this 
means inviting people to join us for worship but it 
also means sharing God’s love in our neighbor-
hood, workplaces, schools and beyond. We have a 
new group called the community engagement team 
who are already looking for ways to live this out. 
But for House of Prayer to truly become the 
church God has called us to be we need everyone, 
not just a team, to participate. So let us Go and Be 
the church in the world. Let us Go and Be God’s 
people, sharing God’s love with all those we meet.  

God’s Peace, Pastor Ben 

House of Prayer began as a mission congregation 
in Richfield in 1953. The founding pas-
tor, Richard Bingea, and a host of others 
went door-to-door inviting people to at-
tend and join the congregation. This mis-
sionary spirit propelled House of Prayer 
to grow exponentially from 300 adult 
members in 1953 to over 3,000 by 1970. 
Over time however, our congregation did 
not continue to live out our missionary 
calling in the community. By the mid 
1960s the people going into the commu-
nity had diminished and it had all but disap-
peared a decade later. As a result, as many mem-
bers moved away, House of Prayer lost its strong 
connection to Richfield and experienced numeri-
cal decline in membership over the last five dec-
ades.    
 
Today we are in a similar position to when 
House of Prayer was founded. We are situated in 
a mission field where many people are uncon-
nected to a faith community. In many ways the 
challenges are the same and in other ways our 
culture and the demographics of the community 
are quite different than 1953. Nonetheless, our 
faith calls us to share God’s love in the world. 
The church is not meant to be a social club for its 
members. Rather the church is to be God’s pres-
ence in the world. We are to be God’s very 
hands and feet, loving others as God has loved 
us. The good news is while the challenges of 
connecting to the community are real, we do 
have guidance from our Lord if we are willing to 
listen and follow. 
 
When Jesus sends out the twelve apostles and 
gives them authority to proclaim the kingdom of 
God and to heal, he gives them very specific in-
structions on what provisions they are allowed to 
take for their journey. Basically, Jesus sends 
them out and tells them they are not allowed to 
take anything: no bag, no food, no clothes, no 
money. "Take nothing for your journey, no staff, 

Go and Be 

Pastor Ben Sandin 
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From our Congregation President 

 
Happy New Year! 
What Will Matter? 

 
As we begin another year in our lives, 
it reminds us all to give thanks to God 
for all of the blessings that He be-
stowed upon us in 2016. It was another wonderful 
year to be here on this earth with our families and 
friends. We never know when our last day here on 
earth will be. As the saying goes, in a moment our 
lives can change forever. I thought about all of the 
funerals that I have been to recently and I can’t help 
but think about when mine might be. With that in 
mind, I would like to share a wonderful article writ-
ten by Michael Josephson. 

 
What Will Matter 

Ready or not, some day it will all come to an end. 

There will be no more sunrises, no minutes, hours 
or days. All the things you collected, whether treas-
ured or forgotten, will pass to someone else. 

Your wealth, fame and temporal power will shrivel 
to irrelevance. It will not matter what you owned or 
what you were owed. 

Your grudges, resentments, frustrations and jealous-
ness will finally disappear. So too, your hopes, am-
bitions, plans and “to do” lists will expire. 

The wins and losses that once seemed so important 
will fade away. 

It won’t matter where you came from or what side 
of the tracks you lived on at the end. 

It won’t matter whether you were beautiful or bril-
liant. Even your gender and skin color will be irrele-
vant. 

Wayne Swenson 

So what will matter? How will the value of 
your days be measured? 

What will matter is not what you bought but 
what you built, not what you got but what 
you gave. 

What will matter is not your success but 
your significance. 

What will matter is not what you learned but 
what you taught. 

What will matter is every act of integrity, 
compassion, courage or sacrifice that en-
riched, empowered or encouraged others to 
emulate your example. 

What will matter is not your competence but 
your character. 

What will matter is not how many people 
you knew, but how many will feel a lasting 
loss when you’re gone. 

What will matter is not your memories but 
the memories that live in those who loved 
you. 

What will matter is how long you will be 
remembered, by whom and for what. 

Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by 
accident. It’s not a matter of circumstance 
but of choice. 
 
Let us all pray to God that we will, with His 
help and guidance, choose to live a life that 
matters and express our faith and the love of 
God to others each and every day! Have a 
great 2017! 

End of Year Giving 
If you would like to make a financial contribution to House 
of Prayer in the year 2016 it can still be received into the first 
two weeks of the new year as long as it dated before 12-31. 
Please contact Jo Shoberg jshoberg@hoplc.org in the church 
office for details. House of Prayer can also accepts gifts of 
stocks or bonds. Please direct questions about this process to 
Scott Wright scott.wright@horacemann.com or Buzz Moen 
buzzmoen@creativeadvisers.com We thank you for your 
generous support of House of Prayer's ministry and mission!  

mailto:jshoberg@hoplc.org
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
mailto:buzzmoen@creativeadvisers.com


January 2017 

 
3 

Ministry Teams 

Community Engagement Opportunities 
Recognizing the need for our congregation to reach out to the community more and be a part of what is 
happening in Richfield and the need for a core group to coordinate those efforts, House of Prayer now 
has a Community Engagement Team (CET).  This is not a completely new endeavor for our congrega-
tion but the Evangelism Team, Leadership Ministry Team (LMT), Pastor Ben, and Ben Whalen all 
agreed that a new core group could lead us into new and exciting territory as we seek to follow God’s 
call out into our neighborhood. This team has several visionary goals for House of Prayer: 
 

 Be more present at community events 
 Connect with the people and institutions of Richfield 
 Form relationships across cultural boundaries and inspire others to do the same 
 Actively share God’s love and compassion in the community 
 Be an integral part of the Richfield community and its life together 

 
Overall, we’d like to shift from being mostly a “come and 
see” church (where we welcome people to join us for wor-
ship and programs held in our building) to being more of a 
“go and be” church – living out our faith in the neighbor-
hood around us and sharing God’s love wherever people 
come together in the community. 
 
We have a lot to learn as we get started but already some 
great opportunities have arisen for us (not just the team but 
each member of the congregation) to get more involved. 
Some ways you could help include: 
 

 Being a tutor or reading buddy at a local school 
 Offering financial support for school students who need food over the weekends 
 Attending a city council or city commission meeting 
 Volunteering with or joining the board of a local non-profit organization 
 Running a booth at the Farmer’s Market or Penn Fest or marching in the 4th of July Parade 
 Welcoming new residents to Richfield through letters or home visits 
 Working with the Richfield Police on their community outreach events 

 
Keep your eyes and ears open to the announcements in the coming months for more specific details 
about these opportunities. If you have questions, more ideas, or would like to sit in on a CET meeting to 
offer your input, please talk with Pastor Ben, Ben Whalen, or one of the other team members: Paula 
Kiehl, Kim Houle, Savanna Kamara, Zack Olson, Heather Daggett, and Kielyn Simonson.  

Men’s Fellowship Group Gathering 
Thursday, January 12, 2017 ~ 9:00 am ~ Parish Hall 

Guest speaker – Phil Mennicke 
House of Prayer Director of Worship and Music Ministry 

 

All men are invited for fellowship, devotions, meet, greet, chat, and hear Phil discuss his work, goals, 
and ideas for his House of Prayer ministry. Sign up at the information desk if you plan to attend. For 
more information call Noel Sagness at (612) 866-0833. 
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Action Item! Please mark your 
calendars for January 28th, 1-4 p.m.   

 
Let’s face it…I think we are all in agreement that 
2016 is best left behind us. I am so proud of the so-
cial justice ministry that HoP members have sup-
ported – not just in 2016 but dating way back to 
1984 when we formed a Social Justice Commission 
and hosted the Reverend Jesse Jackson as a guest 
preacher. More recently, we’ve stood together as 
people of faith against predatory lending practices,  
and we have celebrated the Senate passing of a Paid 
Family Leave bill to support families in crisis. But 
how do we continue in God’s work together in 2017 
when we face such daunting and seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles? As for me, I find myself even 
more determined to lean into my faith values and I 
trust the work and mission of ISAIAH to be my 
“compass” in navigating the course. On Saturday, 
January 28th, we will gather with other faith commu-
nities in the Twin Cities to stand together in testa-
ment to God’s love for all of his people. Please join 
us! Register at this link: https://
isaiah.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/register?
reset=1&id=1121  
 
For more information, please contact Kim Houle at 
612-558-0634.   We will be coordinating transporta-
tion to carpool from House of Prayer. 
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November 5 Fall Festival Update 
 

A successful day for House of Prayer’s annual 
Fall Festival! All available vendor tables were 
rented (total 71) with a waiting list in the event 
of cancellations. Profit for this event totaled 
$4,150 and it proved to be a successful day for 
both shoppers and vendors, with much activity 
going on throughout the day. 
 

Many thanks for all donations of time, talents, 
baked goods, books, raffle items, Giving Tree 
donations, help with the set up and take down 
of tables, greeters and hostesses, lunch cooks 
and servers, ticket sales, and cleanup at the end 
of the day. Thanks also to all who advertised 
for this event by placing lawn signs in their 
yards to help bring potential customers to our 
doors. Special thanks to Ramo and House of 
Prayer youth who greatly contributed to mak-
ing this day a success. Paula Kiehl deserves 
special recognition for her time and effort in 
coordinating the various Fall Festival commit-
tees and ensuring that all facets of this fund-
raiser were functioning and working together. 

 

https://isaiah.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=1121
https://isaiah.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=1121
https://isaiah.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=1121
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Children’s Christmas Program 
 

The children’s program on December 18th was a 
huge success and lots of fun for the kids in it and 
the whole congregation. Thank you so much to all 
of the kids who led us in worship that day and to 
their parents for making it all possible! 
 

A special thank you goes out to Heather Harrison, 
Blaine Turk, Savanna Kamara, Beth Lankey, Na-
than Bauer, Jill Murphy, Nicole Olson, Kristi Liu, 
Nicole Daggett, Brianna Wieman, Heidi Thomas, 
Heather Daggett, Erik Therien, and Ramo Zejnilo-
vic for their help with rehearsals, props, costumes, 
music, and all the other little tasks involved in 
making something like this happen! You’re very Summer Trip Update 

Madison & Montana 
 

The deadline has come and gone to sign up for the 
Family Mission Trip in Madison and the High 
School Rafting Trip in Montana, both happening 
in July of 2017. If you wanted to sign up but have 
not yet talked to Ben Whalen, please do so ASAP 
and we may still be able to add you. For everyone 
who did sign up, you will receive an email in the 
next week or so about our next meeting to start 
the planning process. 
 

For the whole congregation, we’ll share more 
about the trips in the coming months and ask for 
your prayers and financial support as we prepare. 
We’ll also share lots of stories and pictures upon 
our return!  

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Treasurer’s Report 
Happy New Year!  We continue to do God’s work 
with our hands (and financial support). July thru 
November income was $225,650, while expenses 
were $242,363. Last month, we were $6,362 be-
hind. Thru November, we are $7,466 behind in 
income at this point in the year. We budgeted in-
come thru December to be $275,000. Hopefully, 
the holiday season and year end giving will propel 
us into 2017, but as I write this in mid-December, 
weather has affected attendance and giving. Your 
continued, faithful giving of time, talent, and 
treasure is very important as we continue to dis-
cern what it is that God wants us to “do and be” in 
this community.  Thanks be to God! 

Scott Wright, HOP Treasurer 
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Welcoming Jesus into Our 
Christmas 

 
For three Wednesday nights in Advent we held 
intergenerational, interactive studies of the Bibli-
cal Christmas story to dig deeper into what it 
means for us this Advent season. Between name 
games, bible study, bingo, crafts, and cookie 
baking (pictures below) we had a blast and look 
forward to more intergenerational events in the 
future. Thanks to everyone who came! 
 
 

Festival of Carols – A Success 
Yet Again! 

 
HoP was home to our annual Festival of Carols 
on December 11th. Once again, our musicians 
came through with flying colors and presented a 
beautiful depiction of the birth of our Savior cen-
tering on the theme, “Peace came to Earth”. 
Many people put in considerable extra time and 
energy to make this event possible; without that 
kind of commitment there is no way this service 
conveys such power and meaning. Please reach 
out to any musician you know in the congrega-
tion and offer a word of thanks for all their work. 
Thanks also to the Northern Winds Concert 
Band, conducted by Joe Speakman, for again 
providing an energetic pre-service holiday con-
cert and to those players for contributing 
throughout the service as well.  
Even now in the empty sanctuary you may still 
hear the last echoes of the canon “Dona Nobis 

Pacem” (Grant us Peace) swirling in the raft-
ers… Thanks again to all for coming together 
again for this wonderful gift to our congregation 

and community! 

Prayer Re-Boot Camp 

Two years ago House of Prayer held a prayer 
development course called Prayer Boot Camp. 

This is a 6-week series that helps individuals 
strengthen their prayer life and become equipped 
to be a prayer leader in the congregation. It is a 

challenging and transformational experience. We 
will be offering another Prayer Boot Camp on 
Sunday afternoons (12:30 to 2pm) for six con-

secutive weeks from February 12 through March 
19. Sign up by emailing Pastor Ben 
bsandin@hoplc.org or contact him with any 
questions. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org?subject=Prayer%20Boot%20Camp
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The Heritage Team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 

60 Years Ago:  New Director for S. S.  Mrs. 
Howard Palm will join the staff of our church on 
February 1 as our Director of Christian Education.  
She will be employed on a part-time basis and will 
take over the supervision of our 1100 member S.S. 
with its 137 regular S.S. teachers and officers.  In 
addition, she will organize and supervise our two 
Bible schools to be held this spring and summer.  
Mrs. Palm is a graduate of Gustavus Adolphus 
College and for many years has taught public 
school.  Her husband is a teacher at Central school 
in Richfield. Let us join in prayer that God will 
bless this friend in her new responsibility.  (Hi-
Lines, January 31, 1957) 
 

45 Years Ago:  Richfield Churches to Celebrate.  
House of Prayer is privileged to host this year’s 
area observance of Christian Unity.  The occasion 
will be a “Hymns of Praise and Prayer” service on 
Wednesday, January 26, at 7:30 p.m.  Chairman 
for the event is Father Tom O’Brien of St. Peters 
Catholic church.  Father O’Brien says, “This will 
be the first time our Richfield churches have cen-
tered our concern around the heritage of hymns 
that we share in common.”  The seven churches 
and choirs participating in the hymn service are: 
Assumption Catholic, Bethany Covenant, Hope 
Presbyterian, Oak Grove Lutheran, St. Peters 
Catholic, Our Saviors Baptist, and House of Prayer 
Lutheran.  Invite your neighbors to come with you 
as we host hundreds of friends from the Richfield 
area.  (Hi-Lines, January 19, 1972) 

30 Years Ago:  Sunday Forum Topic “Peace 
March Across the U.S.A. for Global Nuclear 
Disarmament” by Aleida VanDyke, House of 
Prayer Member.  Aleida walked from Los An-
geles to Washington D.C. from March 1st to No-
vember 15th last year for a total of 3,235 miles.  
She’s back and wants to tell us about it in slides 
and commentary.  She feels good about her en-
deavor and has dedicated her efforts to peace.  
She’s excited about presenting this change and 
special undertaking in her life to everyone at her 
church, House of Prayer.  After having raised 37 
foster children, she still had energy left over for 
this special project.  What a remarkable lady!  
Aleida talked to the poor and hungry and the strug-
gling farmers in various states.  She was pleased 
she had a chance to see for herself what the nucle-

ar testing is doing to our environment and what the 
enormous defense spending is doing to our econo-
my.  Come to hear her and see a slide presentation 
of what it was like marching across the U.S.A.  (Hi
-Lines, January 13, 1987) 
 

15 Years Ago:  Farewell to Marcella.  January 6 
will be a sad day for us, in that we will be saying 
good-bye to Marcella Fossen on that day.  Marcel-
la has served as a secretary at House of Prayer for 
nearly 26 years, and is retiring to spend more time 
with her recently retired husband Jerry and her 
children and grandchildren.  While we will be offi-
cially thanking Marcella at the 10:45 a.m. service 
that day, she and Jerry will be special guests at the 
coffee hour between services, and you are invited 
to bring your own personal greetings there.  (Hi-
Lines, January 2002) 

15 Years Ago:  Summer Mission Trip.  Have 
you checked out the Mission Trip information?  
We will be going to the Special K Ranch/
Christikon Wilderness Camp.  Part of our time will 
be spent doing a work project at the Special K 
Ranch.  We will then head up the Boulder River to 
Camp Christikon.  The Special K Ranch is a 
Christian non-profit working ranch for adults with 
developmental disabilities located on 160 acres of 
irrigated property along the Yellowstone River, 40 
miles West of Billings, Montana.  The work pro-
ject we will be doing is still in the process of being 
determined.  Deposit of $50 is due on January 20th.  
Trip information on January 13th at 10:15. 
(Worship Service bulletin, January 6, 2002) 
 

15 Years Ago:  WIC Clinic:  House of Prayer  
and the Bloomington Health Department’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children’s Nutrition Program 
(WIC), begin their partnership January 25th.  The 
WIC clinic will be held here in the Parish Nurse’s 
Office the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month from 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm.  The health department will be 
registering all of the clients, and staffing the clinic.  
House of Prayer will be seeking out opportunities 
for our congregational members to get involved 
with various hospitality efforts for this program.  
More information will be forthcoming in the Feb-
ruary Hi-Lines.  Any questions, please contact ei-
ther Pastor Carlson or Barbara Zell, Parish Nurse.  
(Worship Service bulletin, January 20, 2002) 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 

Richfield, MN  55423 
 
ADDRESS  SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
(612) 866-8471 
(612) 866-8796 Pastoral emergency  
E-mail:  office@hoplc.org 
Website:  www.hoplc.org. 
Pastors: Ben Sandin, Senior  Pastor  
    Linda Lund, Visitation Pastor    
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 
 

Dan & Kristi Nickles 1/1/1997 20 years 

 

 
DEATHS 
Name /    Dates   
Vernon Strong died December 2, 2016 
Morris Holm died December 20, 2016 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 
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