
Hi-Lines September 2019 

HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

If you are signing on to following Jesus be 
prepared to go where Jesus calls you to go 
and to make serious time commitments for 
serving others and loving others. Follow-
ing Jesus is not one among many things 
on our list, it is the center and top priority. 
To be a disciple is a serious choice and 
one which will transform your life. 

While the choice to follow Jesus entails 
commitment, it is not without joy, peace, 
contentment, and love. While the world 

seeks to convince us that happiness can be achieved 
through the purchase of the right product, Jesus 
teaches us path of commitment leads to a life of 
abundance. “The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) This is the true 
vision God has for our life; an abundant life fo-
cused on God’s generosity. This abundant life frees 
us from the preoccupation with worldly desires and 
free us for a life of service and love for others. It is 
an invitation to live a Godly life and open to each 
of us daily. May we have the courage and strength 
to follow Jesus by the power of the Spirit. 

God’s Peace,  
Pastor Ben 

Whoever comes to me and does not hate 
father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:26 

Seriously? Does Jesus really mean that? 

Do we really have to hate our family in 
order to follow Jesus? Or is this some 
kind of hyperbole that while not literally 
true points to a deeper meaning? I sup-
pose I am inclined to believe that Jesus 
does not really require us to hate our family in 
order to follow him. But his strong statements 
about following due imply that there is a cost to 
being a disciple. So many of us want everything 

in life to 
come with-
out a cost. 
We want to 
be perfect-
ly success-
ful in our 

career and have a strong home life. We want to 
be economically content but have time with our 
children. We want to be close to God but are un-
willing to sacrifice anything to make the time. 
We want pleasure without pain and life does not 
really work that way. Anything worth living for 
is worth sacrificing and suffering for. Are we 
willing? 

Many people cannot differentiate between priori-
ties and in the end accomplish little. There is a 
cost in saying "yes" to anything. A true "yes" in 
life means that a priority is established and may 
require a "no" in another part of my life. If you 
cannot say "no" you cannot say "yes." Jesus is 
telling his would be followers to think about 
what a "yes" to him will imply and what the cost 
could be. He is telling his followers that they 
cannot be "part time" disciples but must be will-
ing to go all the way. 

Consider the Cost 

Pastor Ben Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

To Have a Chance 

I stumbled on a story at the end of the August 16th CBS Evening News that was, all 
at once, both heartwarming and heartbreaking. It was a Steve Hartman “On the Road” 
feature that told the story of Kris Scharoun-DeForge. It is a sad story because it be-
gins at the memorial service for Kris’s husband, Paul, who had recently passed away 
after 26 years of marriage. 

It is, however, the other part of Kris and Paul’s story that inspired me.   

The story explained that Kris and John were trailblazers when they married in 1993 
after a 5-year courtship. Trailblazers because they overcame objections and resistance 
due to having Down Syndrome; such marriages between Down Syndrome couples are 

still uncommon today, but 26 years ago, marriage between couples with Down Syndrome was an ex-
treme rarity. 

What struck me the most in the story is how Kris described her love for Paul, and about their efforts to 
be included—to be treated like any other couple in love. As Kris explained, “People like us need to have 
a chance.” Kris and Paul’s story reminds us how important inclusion is.   

You will see me discuss the topic of inclusion frequently over the next few months.  House of Prayer is 
on a journey to address our views on Welcoming and Inclusion.  I genuinely encourage everyone to be 
part of that conversation as we move ahead—watch for more news soon. 

I recommend viewing this story (keep a hanky handy) online: https://www.cbsnews.com/video/how-a-
couple-with-down-syndrome-proved-critics-wrong/ 

Brent King, Congregation President 

Brent King  
President 

Welcoming & Inclusion Education Continues 

House of Prayer’s RIC (Reconciling in Christ) Task Force is planning a series of welcoming / inclusion 
forums for this fall. 
 
These forums will be offered to continue HOP’s growth towards awareness of the LGBTQ community.  
 
• 9/25 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
      How the LGBTQ community identifies (including pronouns by which individuals identify  
      themselves). 
 
• October (date TBD) 
      How scripture addresses LGBTQ inclusion. 
 
• November (date TBD) 
      Discussion on 2019 ELCA social statement on 
      human sexuality. 
 
Please plan to join these important sessions! 

 

Brent King, Congregation President 

https://www.cbsnews.com/video/how-a-couple-with-down-syndrome-proved-critics-wrong/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/how-a-couple-with-down-syndrome-proved-critics-wrong/
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Around House of Prayer 

Music Groups Starting Up 

The “regular” 9:30 musical ensembles will all 
begin their rehearsal routine in early September.  

• The Adult Choir’s first rehearsal will be 
Wednesday, 9/4, at the usual time of 6:30pm.  

• The HOP Brass rehearses on Thursday, 9/5, at 
7pm (brass will mostly be on Thursdays, occa-
sionally Wednesdays).  

• The handbell choir picks up on Monday, 9/9, 
at 6pm. That will be their regular weekly re-
hearsal time throughout the program year.  

ALL are welcome to come and check out any and 
all of these ensembles. New members are treated 
well! For choir and bells, contact Phil Mennicke 
(pmennicke@hoplc.org). For brass, contact Jon 
Kietzer (jonkietzer@me.com). Also be in touch 
with Jon if you are interested in being a part of the 
full HOP Wind Ensemble, which plays in worship 
several times throughout the year and rehearses on 
an “ad hoc” basis for those occasions.  

If anyone out there is interested in doing solo or 
small group work in worship (no matter the in-
strument!) please be in touch with Phil.  

Come on out and be a part of these vital cogs to 

our worshipping community! 

 

 

 

ReFuel is 5 

September 15th marks the 5 year anniversary of 
the first ReFuel worship service. Join us that 
morning as we mark this special occasion with 
festive worship, activities, snacks, and more. 

 

Fall Festival Preparations 

Fall is coming arriving soon and planning is in 
the works for House of Prayer’s 
annual Fall Festival, an im-
portant fundraiser for our 
church. This year’s festival is 
scheduled for Saturday, Novem-
ber 2. Watch for weekly Com-
munity News bulletins and e-
news posts for more information 
on how YOU can be a part of helping with the 
festivities.  

Many hands are needed to help with planning, 
crafting, and organizing for the festival date plus 
numerous volunteers to host and run things on 
that day. We will need greeters, bakers, crafters, 
food service workers, and contributions of raffle 
prizes and book sale items. More details will 
come later.  

If you know of crafters, artisans, and other ven-
dors looking for space to sell their wares, have 
them contact Ann Haffely at 612-866-6148, or 
send an email to hopfallfestival@gmail.com. 

Please consider contributing what you can to 
make this year’s festival a smashing success!     

mailto:pmennicke@hoplc.org
mailto:jonkietzer@me.com
mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
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Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

We will be meeting Thursday, September 5, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Conference Room. 
 
We will be discussing Small Great Things by Jody 
Picoult. 
 

Everyone is  
welcome!  

 
Contact Jeanne 
Lindstrom at 
612-866-4895 
with questions. 

Card Ministry Group 

The HOP Card Ministry Group starts meeting 
again in September on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
of the month at 2:30 p.m. in Class Rooms 1-2.  

Join us for crafting and conversation – no special 
talent needed. Everyone is welcome!  

Contact Sharon Stewart at systew13@gmail.com  
if interested. 

Ladies’ Dessert Luncheon 

There's still time to save your spot for the Ladies’ 
Dessert Luncheon, Monday, September 9, at 1:00 
p.m. We’ll have some treats and then some fun 
with Janet Letnes Martin, whose books were the 
inspiration for “The Church Basement Ladies” 
musicals. Tickets are $5 and can still be reserved 
through Friday, 
Sept. 6, by call-
ing the Church 
Office 612-866-
8471. (Gluten 
free options are 
available.) In-
vite your friends 
and neighbors to 
join us. Contact 
Mary Markes at 
952-322-4220, 
Jeanne 
Lindstrom at 
612-866-4895, 
or Ellen Thomp-
son at 612-869- 
2775, with ques-
tions. 

Fellowship Group Speaker 

All bothers and sisters are invited for fellowship – 
devotion, speaker, meet, greet, chit-chat, including 
refreshments. 

Guest Speaker: Minister Deanna Bassett 
Subject: Life Story History and More 

Minister Deanna Bassett will be here (for the last 
time) to share her comments and reflections on her 
life story and history, Christian ministry and 
ELCA experiences. She will include her collabora-
tive ministry experiences with the Richfield 
churches – Oak Grove, Wood Lake, and House of 
Prayer. 

Thank you, Deanna, 
and God bless you 
and your ministry. 

Join us for fellow-
ship at 9:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Contact Noel Sag-
ness at 612-866-
0833 with questions. 

mailto:systew13@gmail.com
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Monthly Finance Report 

We hope you have all had a fantastic summer. House of Prayer financials for the summer have us 
8,700 under budget after one month. That is not a significant cause for concern at this point in time as 
the summer months are difficult to predict, and things generally improve as the year goes on. 

 
*Ministry Income includes, but is not limited to, money to offset expenses, such as coffee, youth donations, retreat offsets, 
flower donations, and advertising donations. 
 

Thank you, 
Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

July Financials 

     

           July-19   YTD 

     ACTUAL      BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue         

        Offerings $46,512 $51,400 $46,512 $51,400 

        Rental Income $2,155 $6,100 $2,155 $6,100 

        Ministry Income* $1,140 $612 $1,140 $612 

 $49,807 $58,112 $49,807 $58,112 

     

Expenses $60,013 $59,620 $60,013 $59,620 

     

Net Operating Revenue           $(10,206) $(1,508)    $(10,206) $(1,508) 

Around House of Prayer 

Fan Favorites Bible Study 

A new Bible study is coming up based on your 
favorite Bible stories.  

Join in on the fun and contact Pastor Kelly at 612-
866-8471 or email ksandin@hoplc.org to get a 
chance at having your favorite story selected.  

Submissions requested by September 15.  

House of Prayer Foundation Update 

The House of Prayer Foundation will meet on 
Monday, October 14, 2019, at 7:10 p.m. to      
discuss business and review funding requests.  

At the end of July 2019, the Foundation had total 
assets of around $600,000. We will be discussing 
funding requests at this meeting. If you’d like to 
make a request, you can email 
scott.wright@horacemann.com for a funding   
request form. 

The HOP Foundation meets quarterly the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7:10 p.m. (January, 
April, July, October) and takes funding requests 
at the April and October meetings.  

Current board members are: Ernie Lindstrom, 
Charles Hatfield, Jill Johnson, Steve Pierson, 
Charles Robbins, Sandy Williams, Zack Olson 
and Scott Wright.  

mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 

9/8:   Sunday School restarts 
9/11: Youth Group restarts 
9/15: Sunday School – Creation  
         unit begins (and we’ll see you  
         at Penn Fest!) 
9/18: Youth Group Learning Night 
9/22: Sunday School – Creation 
9/25: Youth Group Service Project – Cleaning at  
         Christian Park 
9/28-9/29: Confirmation Retreat at Luther Park  
         Camp 
9/29: Sunday School – Creation 

Sunday School Begins September 8 

Are your kids in preschool-4th grade? Do they 
like meeting other kids, singing, playing games, 
art, and drama? Do you want them to learn the 
important stories of the Bible? Sounds like Sun-
day School is the place to be! We start up again 
on Sunday, September 8 during either the 9:30 or 
11:00 worship services. You can sign up at 
www.hoplc.org/children if you haven’t already 
and talk to Ben Whalen with any questions 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Youth Group Begins September 11 

Calling all 5th-12th graders: we want you to join 
us for youth group this year! Every Wednesday 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. we’ll have games, lessons, 
service projects and more. Please sign up at 
www.hoplc.org/youth if you haven’t already or 
contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org). 

HoP Preschool - Spread the Word 

House of Prayer 
Preschool begins 
Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10! We 
are looking for 
more children to 
join our room. 
Children ages 3-5 
are welcome to 
register for our 
class that meets 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 
Thursday from 9-
11:30 a.m. Schol-
arships are avail-
able! Tell your 
neighbors and friends. If you know of someone 
who is interested, contact Nicole Olson at  nol-
son@hoplc.org or 612-861-7110. 

Our Montessori environment is ready but has a 
small wish list. If you'd like to contribute, please 
drop off in the church office:  

• Crayola Colored Pencils 
• Glue sticks 
• Gallon size Ziploc bags 
• Applesauce cups or squeezes 
• Raisins 
• Veggie Straw snacks 
• Graham crackers 

Thank you! 
Nicole Olson, Preschool Director 

http://www.hoplc.org/children
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org/youth
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

The Incredible Race VBS 
Reached the Finish Line 

From July 26-August 1 House of Prayer hosted over 70 racers ages 3-12 (and 

more than 40 volunteers) for our annual Vacation Bible School Camp.  

Each night after our family suppers the racers took off to different continents, 
facing challenges, contests and earning points.  

The most important thing we learned was that people all over the world are one 
human family and God loves us all.  

This year we partnered with Many Hands Many Meals (MHMM) for our mission project and the racers 

raised money to help pay for materials to pack meals that will feed people all over the world. We chal-
lenged our racers and they really came through by contributing $458.08 in cash donations.  

After meeting a special challenge from Pastor Ben, a $100 matching gift from House of Prayer was add-
ed. These funds will provide MHMM with funds to pack 2,232 meals!  

We need to extend a huge thank you to all our dedicated families and volunteers who helped make this a 
great week, especially leaders Heather Daggett, Nicole Daggett, Esther Konney, Mindy Mennicke, Jill 

Murphy, Steve Pierson and Race Directors Cindy Jacobs and Heidi Thomas. 
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In the Community 

Penn Fest 

Each Septem-
ber, over a 
mile of Penn 
Avenue gets 
shut down to 
traffic and 
instead is 
filled with 
free stuff, 
shows, food 
trucks, and 
other fun for the whole community. This year it is 
happening Sunday, September 15 from 1-5 p.m. 
and we hope to see YOU there! House of Prayer 
plans to once again hand out free water & granola 
bars as well as having some fun yard games for 
anyone to play. If you are willing to help with set-
up/teardown or talking to neighbors during the 
event, please contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

The Veggie Table 

Together with 
VEAP’s Mo-
bile Pantry we 

have given 
away free 
fruits and veg-

gies to over 
300 people on 
each of our 4 

dates so far. 
Join us for our last two Tuesdays of this season 
from 4:30-6:30pm at the office of Season’s Park 

Apartments  
(951 E 77th St) - September 3 & 17. Everyone is 
invited to attend for food and to get to know our 
neighbors. If you’d like to volunteer and help 

with setup, handing out food, playing yard games 
with folks, or takedown please contact Brent 
King at brentgking8157@gmail.com. 

Citizenship Classes 

On September 9, 2019, registration starts for 
House of Prayer’s Citizenship Class Fall Session. 
Students and tutors will spend 10 weeks studying 

for the United States Citizenship Test and Inter-
view. Classes will be on Monday nights from 6:30
-8:00 p.m. The Class is open to anyone who is in-

terested in preparing for their Citizenship Test. 
We also have opportunities for those interested in 
being a tutor for a student studying for their test. If 

you are interested, please contact Paula Hall 612-
413-1214 or Heidi Thomas 612-865-1230. 

Richfield Dual Language School 
Volunteers Needed 

It is back to school time and Principal Marta 
Shahsavand will be asking teachers, once again, if 
they would like reading and math tutors in grades 
3-5 for the 2019-2020 school year. Whether you 
speak Spanish or not, all help would be appreciat-
ed. The commitment is usually once per week, 
with arrangements made with the individual 
teacher. Tutoring would begin in October. 

A welcomed change this year is a newly renovat-
ed building that includes: a media center, confer-
ence rooms, new restrooms, and a new front of-
fice. This will provide more spaces to tutor, such 
as in the media center. 

In addition to tutoring, there could be other occa-
sions in which volunteers might be needed. Possi-
bilities are popping popcorn for a movie night, 
assisting the art teacher for a lesson, or helping 
the school nurse pass out supplies during dental 
hygiene instruction.  

If interested in tutoring or being a part of other 
volunteer opportunities, please contact Pastor 
Kelly at 612-866-8471 or ksandin@hoplc.org.  

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:brentgking8157@gmail.com
mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

Support for Sheridan Story  

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food…(Matt. 25:34-35a) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Due to your generosity in time and money, this fall will be our third year partnering with Sheridan Sto-
ry. If you do not know about it, Sheridan Story is primarily a weekend food program for children experi-

encing food insecurity, though it also has a winter break and summer food program. Since 2010 it grew 
from a single school in Northeast Minneapolis, called Sheridan Elementary, to a Twin Cities-wide 
weekend food program serving 197 schools in urban, suburban, and rural settings. (To learn more about 

Sheridan Story visit https://www.thesheridanstory.org.) 

House of Prayer has been sponsoring Sheridan Story at Centennial Elementary in the Richfield Public 
Schools. We have committed to donating $3,124 to help run this program throughout the 2019-2020 
school year. That breaks down to $215 for the year, when school is in session, to help feed a child over 
the weekend. Through your generous contributions we can follow through on our commitment to feed 
hungry kids at Centennial Elementary.  

In addition to financial giving, we also need volunteers to help fill backpacks with weekend food. This 
is done on rotating Fridays, depending upon how many volunteers we have, and is about an hour of your 
time. The 4-5-pound bag of nonperishable food is discreetly put into the students’ backpacks who are 
enrolled in the program. This is done while they are in class to protect the privacy of each student.  

To financially donate, you can send in a check to House of Prayer or put a check in the offering plate. 
Please make the check out to House of Prayer with Sheridan Story in the memo line. You also can do-
nate online at www.hoplc.org. To do so, select the menu “Give,” at the top of the page, then select the 
fund “Sheridan Story.” You can give by credit card or use your check’s routing and account numbers.  
To volunteer with packing backpacks, please contact Pastor Kelly at: 612-866-8471 or 
ksandin@hoplc.org. 
 
Thank you so much for supporting Sheridan Story!  
Peace of Christ, Pastor Kelly 

Parking Lot Party 

Huge thanks to everyone who came and those who volunteered for this event! We had an amazing after-
noon with the community and it was a great chance to bring together folks from House of Prayer and 
Southview, neighbors, community leaders, and local organizations.  

https://www.thesheridanstory.org/
http://www.hoplc.org
mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Alzheimer’s Education 

These upcoming education programs will be pre-
sented by the Alzheimer’s Association and taking 
place at the collaborative churches. Please call the 
HOP Church Office to sign up for a class. 

Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia 

Saturday, September 28th at 10 a.m. 
Woodlake Lutheran Church 
2120 W 76th Street  

Alzheimer’s disease is not a normal part of aging. 
Join us to learn about the impact of Alzheimer’s; 
the difference between Alzheimer’s and dementia; 
stages and risk factors; current research and treat-
ments available for some symptoms; and Alzhei-
mer’s Association resources. 

Effective Communication Strategies 

Saturday, October 26th at 1 p.m. 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South  

Communication is more than just talking and lis-
tening - it’s also about sending and receiving mes-
sages through attitude, tone of voice, facial ex-
pressions and body language. As people with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other dementias progress in 
their journey and the ability to use words is lost, 
families need new ways to connect. The Effective 
Communication Strategies program of the Alzhei-
mer’s Association was designed to profile practi-
cal information and resources to help dementia 
caregivers learn to decode verbal and behavioral 
messages from people with dementia. 

Understanding and Responding to Dementia-
Related Behavior 

Saturday, November 23rd at 10 a.m. 
Woodlake Lutheran Church 
2120 W 76th Street  

Behavior is a powerful form of communication 
and is one of the primary ways for people with 
dementia to communicate their needs and feelings 
as the ability to use language is lost. However, 
some behaviors can present real challenges for 
caregivers to manage. Join us to learn to decode 
behavioral messages, identify common behavior 
triggers, and learn strategies to help intervene 
with some of the most common behavior chal-
lenges of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Estate Planning Workshop 

You are invited to explore how you can make a 
difference in the lives of your loved ones and to 
ministry, both now and in the future. Becky 
Palmgren from the ELCA Foundation and Kristin 
Olson, a lawyer from Oak Grove will meet with 
us on Saturday November 2 from 10:00-12:00 at 
Oak Grove Lutheran Church to explore the fol-
lowing topics.  

• Durable Power of attorney 

∙ Financial matters 

∙ Health care 

• Personal representative/ executor 
• Difference between wills and trusts 
• Trusts 

∙ For children and grandchildren under the 

age of 18 

∙ Special Needs trust for a person receiving 

government assistance 
• Importance of a health care directive 

∙ When to do one and when to update it 

• Contributions to church or other places 
• Tax considerations  
• Guardians for your children 
• Information about writing a will 

Becky and Kristin will get you thinking about the 
gifts you have received throughout your lifetime 
and how your family and ministry can benefit 
from these gifts to make a lasting and meaningful 
impact in this world.  

Join us in the Oak Grove lounge for thoughtful 
conversation! (One on one follow-up appoint-
ments will answer your personal questions confi-
dentially. This service is free and has no solicita-
tion of products.) 
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ELCA News 

Reflection on Churchwide Assembly action 

What a blessing it was to attend the 2019 Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee! 
We worked hard on the decisions facing our church; we worshiped and studied 
scripture together; we celebrated and communed with people across the ELCA 
and around the globe. I will not soon forget the long procession during Friday’s 
worship of female pastors who until 50 years ago could not have been ordained. 

I encourage you to become acquainted with a summary of the important actions 
taken in Milwaukee. I wish to write about one particular decision – something 
that’s garnered lots of public attention: In its plenary on August 6, the assembly 
voted to declare the ELCA a sanctuary church body.  

Though the vote was clear, our understanding of what becoming a sanctuary de-
nomination is not as clear. In fact, the resolution included an amendment specifi-
cally asking the church council to provide guidance about what this means. 

In my heart and mind, I believe the action was taken as a way to respond to our 
great sorrow around what feels like unprecedented threats facing refugees and undocumented immi-
grants in our country: 

• ICE raids in Mississippi leaving hundreds of children separated from parents and guardians, 
awaiting pick-ups from schools or day care centers or returning to empty homes. 

• Alarming reports of negligence, abuse, and deaths of migrant children in U.S. detention facili-
ties. 

• Rumors of federal proposals that will reduce the quota of visas from 30,000 this year to zero in 
2020 for those seeking refugee resettlement status. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services 
offers a helpful explanation. 

One might say that the ELCA decision to become a sanctuary denomination is largely symbolic. Noth-
ing in the action binds synods or congregations. It doesn’t require congregations or individuals to en-
gage in any particular action. Primarily, I see the resolution as a way to “go on record,” challenging the 
brokenness and injustices we see in our immigration system. And it’s part of the Lutheran story in 
America. 

Our church has a long history of both helping refugees and working for just and generous immigration 
policies. We believe our country has a calling to welcome our fair share of refugees and to welcome 
them to the U.S. without discrimination based on race, religion, or national origin. 

I invite you to read the entire sanctuary church body resolution, which also calls us to: 

• Reaffirm the long-term and growing commitment of this church to migrants and refugees and to 
the policy questions involved, as exemplified most recently in the comprehensive strategy Ac-
companying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities
(AMMPARO). 

• Develop a plan for additional tools that provide for education and discernment around sanctuary. 
(some of our synod’s congregations have discerned a call to provide resources and/or housing to 
those fearing deportation; they would  welcome conversation with other congregations exploring 
such a calling). 

The 145 congregations in our synod are amazingly diverse in how they will receive this action by the 
churchwide assembly. As you reflect on this decision, please keep in prayer all those who are anxious 
about deportation – members of our congregations and communities. 

And, please also pray that the Spirit will guide us — individuals and congregations — as we seek to 
faithfully love the neighbor and the stranger in our midst. 

Bishop Ann Svennungsen 

http://mpls-synod.org/files/important-actions-taken-in-Milwaukee.pdf
http://mpls-synod.org/files/important-actions-taken-in-Milwaukee.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bf74ce3a001/e1fb0120-93ad-4278-b639-820ff321be24.pdf
https://www.lirs.org/defending-refugee-admissions/
https://www.lirs.org/defending-refugee-admissions/
http://mpls-synod.org/files/sanctuary-church-body-resolution.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/AMMPARO_Strategy_Final_042616.pdf?_ga=2.3234224.1839248587.1565793247-992145460.1550619165
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/AMMPARO_Strategy_Final_042616.pdf?_ga=2.3234224.1839248587.1565793247-992145460.1550619165
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date           Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Luke & Chelsea Hegerle        09/03/2009   10 years 

Norman & Ilene Holen       09/03/1960   59 years 

Charlie & Jean Robbins      09/16/1967   52 years 

Robert & Sue Zmeskal      09/16/1989   30 years 

Gene & Ruth Doyle      09/19/1964   55 years 

Paul & Sue Danielson      09/29/1979   40 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in August 

Ruben (Jim) Anderson      08/19/2019 

 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

25 Years Ago: 
1994 Grand  
Piano Dedicated.  
On September 18, 
we had the joy of 
dedicating a grand 
piano in the sanc-
tuary! The piano 
was given in 

memory of Joyce Strong by her family: Husband 
Vern Strong and daughters Amy Jensen and Ann  
Curtis.  During her many years at House of Prayer, 
Joyce was a contributor and participant in the music 
program including ringing bells, singing in the choir, 
a founding member of the Carols and Canticles Com-
mittee, as well as serving on many other committees 
and projects.  We miss Joyce, but rejoice in the music 
and praise that lives on in this fine gift.  Our already 
great music program will be even greater with the ad-
dition of a grand piano!  (From Hi-Lines, October 
1994) 
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