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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 
15there is nothing outside a person that by 
going in can defile, but the things that 
come out are what defile.” Mark 7:14-16 

Jesus is primarily focused on what is 
within a person, their heart, rather than 
strict adherence to accepted rules. While 
it may be true the disciples didn’t follow 
the rules, Jesus challenges the leaders to 
have more concern about a person’s faith 

and how they treat others. These purity 
rules were established to keep people healthy not 
to be used as obstacles to God. 

The distinction Jesus makes between the letter and 
the spirit of the law is just as important today as it 
was then. For those who seek to follow Jesus, 
there is greater importance on loving our neighbor 
than strictly following rules. Too often we fail to 
the see the humanity in the situation and condemn 
those who are here without proper paperwork, or 
who receive federal assistance, or struggle to pro-
vide for their family. Our God is a God of grace 
and mercy. We have first been recipients of God’s 
grace and all we have is a gift. Let us first remem-
ber this and treat each person as a cherished child 
of God. 

In God’s Grace, Pastor Ben 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the 
scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around him, 2they noticed that 
some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. 5So the Pharisees and the scribes 
asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the el-
ders, but eat with defiled hands?” 
14Mark 7:1-5 

Rules exist for a reason. Sometimes a rule is es-
tablished because they help keep us safe. Some-
times a rule is in place to exclude a new bad be-
havior that hadn’t happened before. How rules 
were established and spirit of those rules is very 
important to keep in mind. Rules, when made for 
a good purpose, are a good thing but over time 
we have a tendency to forget the origin of the 
rules. This leads us to enforce rules without 
knowing or reflecting on their purpose. 

Many of the purity rules in the Old Testament 
were designed to keep people safe. It makes 
good sanitary sense to wash your hands before 
you eat. Likewise, it is safer to eat foods that do 
not have a history of carrying infection or dis-
ease than to risk those that might. In Jesus’ day, 
these common sense rules were codified as scrip-
tural law and for the Pharisees held just as much 
importance as commandments. By the letter of 
the law, the disciples were wrong to eat food 
with unwashed hands. But the spirit of the law is 
safety for those eating not jeopardizing one’s 
relationship with God. 

Then he called the crowd again and said to 
them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 

The Role of Rules 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Are You Ready for Some Football?  

The HOP Fantasy Football League is about to begin again. The live draft will be Wednesday, September 
5th at 6:30pm in the conference room. The league is a free and friendly league and is open to players of 
all levels of experience. Contact Pastor Ben bsandin@hoplc.org if you would like to play!  

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Equality & Equity 

I was at an educational meeting a  
couple of weeks ago, and had an eye-
opening experience.  As a white male, 
I’ve never really had to deal with   
injustices against me in the same way 
many have.  I take for granted that 
everyone has had the same opportuni-
ties that I have.  I was visiting with 
someone from HOP that was talking 
about the “big deal” it was when we 

hired our first woman Pastor.  Now, we (or at least 
most people) don’t think twice about having a woman 
Pastor.  The pictures to the right show the difference 
between equality and equity… I never really thought 
of it this way before. 

God has asked us to Love God and to Love our neighbor. There’s no asterisk, saying only people like 
us.  He also said to treat others as we would want to be treated.  I would even go one step further…treat 
others as THEY would want to be treated.   

A couple of questions to ponder…What drew you to House of Prayer?  What keeps you here?  Why is 
this a special place?  I look forward to hearing your answers.  Someone might ask you these questions…
take the time to get to know some people at HOP that you normally don’t talk to.  And, go a little deeper 
than asking how they are (“fine, how are you”) or talking about the weather (“sure is hot today!”). 

Thanks be to God! 
Scott Wright, Congregation President 

Scott Wright 
President 

Fall is Just Around the Corner...  

. . . and the Fall Festival Planning Committee is starting plans for this House of Prayer annual event 
scheduled for Saturday, November 3. Watch for weekly Community News bulletins and e-news posts 
for more information on how YOU can join in helping with the festivities. 

Volunteers will be needed to work as greeters, helpers, bakers, crafters, 
food service workers, and contributions are needed for the annual raffle 
prizes and book sale items. More details will come later. We’ll also need 
volunteers willing to place our festival advertising signs in their yards prior 
to the event.  

If you know of crafters, artisans, and other vendors looking for space to sell 
their wares, have them contact Ann Haffely at 612-866-6148, or send an 
email to hopfallfestival@gmail.com. 
 
This festival is an important fundraising event for our church, so please 
watch for weekly communications and plan to participate in contributing 
what you are able to make the 2018 festival a successful event! 

Around House of Prayer 

mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
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Around House of Prayer 

Flu Vaccines 

Visiting nurses from Hennepin County 
Medical Center (HCMC) will be here 
on Sunday morning, September 23, to administer 
flu shots from 10:30 to noon. Sign up soon at the 
Information Desk or by calling the church office, 
as we need to submit a count two weeks in ad-
vance. This year there will be a choice of a regular 
vaccine, a hi-dose (for ages 65+), or flu-mist. 

Feast at ReFuel 
Sunday, September 2, 11:00 am, Parish Hall 

Come join us for this dynamic worship service and lunch. The topic this 
month is “The Role of Rules.” Contact Pastor Ben (bsandin@hoplc.org) if 
you would like to prepare a meal for the next “Feast” on October 7. 

Musical Ensembles Starting Again 

The program year is set to kick off for the various 
House of Prayer musical ensembles (for 9:30 am 
service). Regular rehearsals will begin after Labor 
Day.  

Adult choir rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 pm; 
Handbell Choir is on Mondays at 6:00pm; House 
of Prayer Brass is either on Wednesday or Thurs-
day, depending on various schedules.  

For more information on choir or bells, contact 
Phil Mennicke: pmennicke@hoplc.org. For brass, 
see Jon Kietzer: jonkietzer@me.com. (Jon also con-

ducts our full wind ensemble that plays several 
times per year at 9:30 am service.) 

Any and all of these groups 
are always looking for more 
singers/players, so if you have 
any interest in joining a fun, 
welcoming and friendly envi-
ronment, please be in touch! 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 

9:00 AM • Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker – Johanna Clyborne, 
Brigadier General 

Minnesota Army National Guard 
Assistant Adjutant General 

All Brothers and Sisters are invited 
for fellowship – devotions, speaker, meet and 
greet, chit-chat, and refreshments. Come to hear 
the general reflecting on her involvement and par-
ticipation with the Minnesota Army National 
Guard. Sign up before September 11, 2018, at the 
Information Desk. For more information, call Noel 
Sagness (612-866-0833). 

Simple Supper 

Come and join us for Simple Sup-
per on Wednesday evenings 
(beginning Sept 12). Bring a 

friend, family member, and yourself! We start 
serving at 5:30 p.m., so come and have fellowship 
and a meal before your activity or Bible Study! 

Wednesday Night Fall Bible  
September 12, 19, 26 and Oct. 10 
6:30-7:40 PM • Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a four-week Bible study led by Profes-
sor Mark Tranvik from Augsburg University    
titled: The Challenging Sayings of Jesus: What 
Do They Mean for Us Today? 

Jesus said some difficult things: 
“You must be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.” 
“Love your enemies.” 
“Go, sell all you have and give it to the poor.” 

In this Bible study we will reflect on these passag-
es and others and ask what they mean for our faith 
and for how we live. 

Mark Tranvik is Professor of Religion at Augs-
burg University and the author of Martin Luther 
and the Called Life. He is also an ELCA pastor, 
who served a church in Brooklyn Center for ten 
years. Please sign up on the attendance card or 
call the church office at: 612-866-8471. There is 
no cost to attend. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:pmennicke@hoplc.org
mailto:jonkietzer@me.com
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New Buzz Words are “No Straws, Please” 
 From the Creation Care Team 

Members of House of Prayer’s Creation Care Team recently learned, as reported by Gail Rosenblum in 
the Star Tribune, about a grass roots volunteer effort launched in Minneapolis to encourage restaurants 
to stop, or at least limit, use of non-reusable plastic straws. Technically, plastic straws are recyclable as 
they are made of polypropylene, but the problem is the size and shape of the straw.  They are made of 
thin material, are slender, and could fall into machinery crevices, causing operational issues. 

The article is about Master Recycler, Andrea Siegel, and her efforts proposing a simple solution ad-
dressing the world’s growing waste crisis: stop using plastic straws. Many organizations are reporting 
the same statistic: 500 million straws are used every day, then thrown away. The current goal is to talk 
to restaurants about why straws are a problem and finding ways to help cut back on the use of straws. 
Siegel says she’ll know progress has been made by the number of restaurants who say, “Yes, we will do 
the ‘upon-request’ policy.” Alternatives to single-use straws are metal, glass, and bamboo straws, or in-
sulated cups that come with reusable straws. However, be sure 
to thoroughly clean reusable straws. More information can be 
found at (#nostrawspleasempls). 

Members of our own Creation Care Team are pleased and en-
couraged to see environmental progress and concern by others 
as we all work together to ensure responsible actions in caring 
for God’s creation.  For more information about the Creation 
Care Team contact Karen Steenson at d2ksteenson@gmail.com. 

Eco-tip: Ditch the coffee stirrer; put your sugar and milk in 
first, and then pour in the coffee. 

Around House of Prayer 

Monthly Finance Report 

We hope you have all had a fantastic summer. House of Prayer is off to a great start for the new fiscal 
year with revenue exceeding the budgeted amount for July. We are very grateful for a generous congre-
gation and look forward to seeing continued growth, development, and depth for House of Prayer and 
our community.  

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

*Ministry In-
come includes, 
but is not lim-
ited to, money 
to offset ex-
penses, such 
as coffee, 
youth dona-
tions, retreat 
offsets, flower 
donations, and 
advertising 

July Financials 

 July-18 YTD 

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue         

Offerings $45,685 $35,000 $45,685 $35,000 

Rental Income $6,410 $4,560 $6,410 $4,560 

Ministry Income* $988 $190 $988 $190 

 $53,083 $39,750 $53,083 $39,750 

     

Expenses $54,162 $53,480 $54,162 $53,480 

     

Net Operating Revenue                  $ (1,079) $ (13,730)        $ (1,079) $ (13,730) 

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
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2017-2018 Outreach Final Report  

The total revenue from benevolence offerings for the 2017-18 fiscal year was $30,041.  The table below 
shows how this money was expensed, special offerings and gifts that were received and the total benev-
olence giving for HOP. 

 
Thank you for your continued support for the outreach ministry of HOP. We continue to grow as a con-
gregation in our benevolence giving. At the annual meeting you approved a benevolence budget of 
$35,750 to be part of the overall budget. This will allow HOP to grow in our commitment to our mission 
partners. We will continue to have our mission partners and other benevolence recipients come to HOP 
to share with us their mission and give us opportunities to learn more about them and their volunteer 
opportunities. This last year we had Simpson Housing Services, Gustavus Adolphus College, and Luther 
Park. This coming year you will also continue have volunteer opportunities as well as opportunities for 
special gifts. 

I would like to thank the members of the Outreach Team: David and Karen Steenson, Kim Houle, Paul 
Danielson, Steve Johnson, Sue Holton, Irene Sable, Paula Kiehl, and Gretchen Swenson.  

Jean Robbins 
Outreach Ministry Chair 

    Special Offerings 
& gifts 

Total given with special 
offerings & gifts Total expenses 

Minneapolis Area Synod $10,000.00   $10,000.00 

*ISAIAH $2,000.00    $200.00 $2,200.00 

*Luther Park $2,000.00 $1,377.29 $3,377.29 

*Lutheran Social Service $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

*Simpson Housing Services $2,467.75    $670.00 $3,137.75 

*VEAP $2,000.00    $508.81 $2,508.81 

*ELCA World Hunger $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

Congregational Outreach Grants    $267.96    $267.96 

Friendship Fund $2,600.00 $2,600.00 

Loaves and Fishes    $999.28    $255.00 $1,254.28 

MIRA    $750.00      $750.00 

Habitat    $300.00    $300.00 

Meals on Wheels    $500.00    $500.00 

Caring bridge    $500.00    $500.00 

GACAC (Gustavus Adolphus)      $597.00    $597.00 

Martin Luther Manor    $250.00      $250.00 

Many Hands Many Meals    $350.00 $3,650.00 $4,000.00 

Tapestry $2,000.00    $278.50 $2,278.50 

Families moving Forward      $41.00        $41.00 

Lydia house      $764.05    $764.05 

Total Benevolence payments $31,025.99 $8,300.65 $39,326.64 

Around House of Prayer 
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Children, Youth and Family 

New Small Group for  
Parents with Young Kids 

Last month a new small group of infants, toddlers, 
and their parents met for the first time! We gath-
ered for coffee & conversation at Local Roots 
while our awesome nursery staff, Jenna & Bri-
anna, played with the kids in the play area. This 
group will continue to meet once a month and is 
open to new participants! The agenda is informal 
with the simple goals of building relationships and 
supporting one another as parents. If you or a 
friend/neighbor want to join, please talk with Ben 
Whalen for more information at 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

9/9: Sunday School begins again! 
9/12: Youth Group begins again! 
9/16: Sunday School – The Burning 
         Bush 
9/19: Youth Group Learning Night 
9/23: Sunday School – The Burning Bush 
9/26: Youth Group Service Project (TBD) 
9/30: Sunday School – The Burning Bush 

Register Now for Sunday School & 
Youth Group 

Sunday School (for ages preschool to 4th grade) 
will begin again on September 9th. Mindy Men-
nicke will be leading music once again as the kids 
prepare to share songs in worship. We’ll spend 
this fall learning about the story of Moses and the 
Exodus.  

Youth Group (for 5th-12th graders) will start on 
Wednesday, September 12th. This year the Ignite 
and Confirmation groups will both explore the sto-
ries of Jesus in the New Testament while the high 
schoolers dive into the messiness of what our faith 
says about the tough issues in our world. We’ll 
also mix in some service projects and fellowship 
nights too. 

You can register for either of these on the House 
of Prayer website (www.hoplc.org) or you can 
sign up by contacting Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). We’re 
excited and hope you are too! 

Come Sing! 

Join Sunday School for another 
great year of singing, playing in-
struments, and learning of God’s 
amazing love through music! See 
you in September!  

Mindy Mennicke (mennickes@comcast.net) 
Director of Children’s Music 

Updates from HOP Preschool 

Thank you to everyone who stopped by the Open 
House, has donated items, or has given your ver-
bal support! We will open September 11 and can’t 
wait to welcome children to the new room. The 
room is transitioning to a Montessori environment 
and, thanks to several donations, we now have a 
mirror, wooden polishing objects, wooden puz-
zles, trays, and new baskets in several colors. We 
also have a generous offer for planting succulent 
plants with the children this fall! 

Other items we 
could use (new or 
used), please drop 
off in church office: 
Spray bottles, (large 
or small), small non
-slip rugs, magnify-
ing glass, plastic 
placemats 

There is still space for one or two more children to 
begin in September – tell your neighbors and 
friends!  

They can contact us at 612-861-7110 or             
nolson@hoplc.org. We meet Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday from 9-11:30 a.m. 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:mennickes@comcast.net
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

The Veggie Table 
continues to be a 
wonderful com-
munity event – 
thank you to eve-
ryone who has 
come and all the 
volunteers who 
have helped! Last 
month we gave 

away cucumbers, cantaloupes, and corn on the 
cob. Join us again on September 11 and October 9 
from 5-7pm in the parking lot of Season’s Park 
Apartments (951 East 77th St) for more free pro-
duce and time to socialize with neighbors. If you 
would like to help, please contact Karen Steenson 
(d2ksteenson@gmail.com). 

Housing Team Update 

The Richfield Community Housing Team (which 
includes some House of Prayer members) has 
been working with Richfield renters and the City 
of Richfield to address the affordable housing  
crisis. Now a Tenant Protection Ordinance and 
Inclusionary Housing Policy will be voted on at 
Richfield City Council meetings on September 
11th and 25th. Please come support these im-
portant steps toward a community where income 
or economic status don’t determine whether or 
not you have a safe, 
stable place to live. 
For more infor-
mation, please talk 
with Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523). 

Penn Fest 

Each year the ENTIRE length of Penn Ave in Richfield is 
closed off for the massive Penn Fest event. This year it is on 
Sunday, September 16 from noon until 5pm and House of 
Prayer will once again have our own tent!  

Please let Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) 
know if you’d like to help greet folks at our table, play a game 
of bean bags or giant jenga with people, and hand out free   
water and snacks. Otherwise we just encourage you to go and 
enjoy the event! 

Parking Lot Party 

This year’s Parking Lot Party was a ton of fun! The food was delicious, the games and bounce castle 
were fun, several staff and Leadership Team members got dunked, many people won raffle prizes & 
made crafts, AND we raised several hundred dollars for MIRA in the process. Thanks to everyone who 
came and all the volunteers who helped organize the event!  

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Herman & Nel Swanson        09/01/1998    20 years 

Norman & Ilene Holen          09/03/1960    58 years 

Charlie & Jean Robbins          09/16/1967    51 years 

Darrell & Leanne Hyde          09/17/1988    30 years 

Gene & Ruth Doyle                09/19/1964    54 years 

Gary & Beatrice Videen         09/20/1958    60 years 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in July/August  

Thomas Scharping        07/11/2018 

Eleanor Amundson        08/04/2018 

Robert Steenson        08/18/2018  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

25 Years Ago:   
1993: Three Gentlemen:  
Hal Roed, Andy Henrickson, Jim Doering 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

