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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

where I have been and how God has led 
me to this very place in time. It is all the 
ways in which I could see God in others 
along the journey, even if it took looking 
back to realize it. It is talking with trusted 
family and friends to remind me of that 
faith when I need it most. It is relying on 
their faith when I feel I have none. It is the 
stories in scripture of all the saints who 
tried so hard to believe and trust in God. 

Hebrews 11 is my favorite. The faith stories in He-
brews 11 covers Genesis through Revelation in a 
single chapter. It opens with “Now faith is the as-
surance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” I urge you to read this chapter for 
a reminder of the faith in which we stand upon to-
day. Story after story begins with, “By faith” Abel, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Rahab, and more stepped 
out in some way. 

Jesus said, “If you had faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you could…” Trust and believe you have 
what it takes. 

Peace, Pastor Kelly 
 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 
our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you could 
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 
you.” Luke 17:5-6 

I imagine many of you remember this say-
ing of Jesus. We will hear it again on Sun-
day, October 6. “If you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed you could…” Analo-
gies or metaphors have the power to help us 
learn. They creatively connect a concrete object 
to an abstract one. Jesus often taught this way. 

In this metaphor he compares faith to the size of 
a mustard seed. Just a little bit is needed to do 
what the disciples were being asked to do. The 
disciples were filled with anxiety thinking they 
could not meet Jesus’ expectations unless they 
had more faith, so they pleaded, “Increase our 
faith!” But this metaphor tells us that all they 
needed was a very small amount to meet the 
challenges they would face. 

Jesus’ saying makes me think of a friend who 
has a mustard seed tattoo. You can barely see it. 
If it had not been pointed out to me, I would 
have never noticed the tiny light-yellow dot tat-
too. Perhaps that is what faith really looks like, 
hardly being able to see it. Yet, knowing some-
how a tiny dot of it is there; a nearly invisible 
tattoo to help remember the faith you have is 
enough. 

Even a morsel amount of trust in God, a tiny 
mustard seed size of it, is plenty for God to work 
in and through our lives. Like my friend, we all 
need reminders that we have what it takes to fol-
low and trust where God is calling us. Where 
God needs us. For the challenges in life that are 
present and that are ahead. 

This made me reflect on what I do to be remind-
ed of my faith, and, for me, it is looking back on 

A Tiny Seed of Faith 

Pastor Kelly Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Willing 

The Veggie Table season ended this week. This outreach program has been in exist-
ence for about 5-6 years and has helped to bring produce AND fellowship to our 
neighbors at Season’s Park apartments and surrounding area. 

What I really want to mention in this article is the volunteer aspect of Veggie Table. I 
had been asked to coordinate the volunteers, and the response was phenomenal. 
House of Prayer, Woodlake, and Oak Grove collaboration members all stepped up 
and we had tremendous response from our volunteers. I would like to use this oppor-
tunity to say a big THANKS to all of you! 

How about a word on volunteering?  I did a little bit of research on where the word 
“volunteer” originated. In checking with the website etymonline.com, the word’s origins come from the 
Latin voluntarius, meaning “voluntary, of one’s free will.” 

I’ve been thinking quite a bit about that, “free will” part…in other 
words, just being “willing.” I noted that words like “able” or “best-
equipped” weren’t mentioned; just “willing.” 

That’s all…no lecture…no “you should be volunteering” speech. Just 
a short story about a LOT of good people who were willing – and 
showed up. Thanks. 

Brent King, Congregation President 

Brent King  
President 

Monthly Finance Report 

House of Prayer August offerings were shy of our budgeted amount and expenses have been coming in 
a little earlier than expected giving us a shortfall over the first two months of the fiscal year. We antici-
pate this to even out over the course of the year. For the short term we have used $14,168 from our dedi-
cated Operating Expense fund to ensure that we can meet all projected expenses without concern. House 
of Prayer is grateful for the donations of its congregation of both time and money. We hope you are all 
enjoying the start of fall! 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

  August Financials 

           Aug. 2019           YTD   

           Actual     Budget             Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 35,114 46,000 81,626 97,400 
  

     Rental Income 7,425 6,100 9,580 12,200   

     Ministry Income 1,733 120 2,873 732   

     Operating Reserve 14,168 0 14,168 0   

Total Revenue 58,440 52,220 108,247 110,332   

       

Total Expenditures 61,440 56,115 121,613 115,735   

       

Net Operating Revenue -3,000 -3,895 -13,365 -5,403   
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Around House of Prayer 

Forum on LGBTQ+ Inclusion 

Psalm 139 verses 13-14 decree: "For it was you 
who formed my inward parts; you knit me together 
in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; that I know very well." As humans we will 
never fully understand the care that God took to 
create each and every one of us. We are "fearfully 
and wonderfully" made in God's image. How 
amazing that God knows us completely and loves 
us unconditionally!  

Please join us for our 
next Forum on 
LGBTQ+ Inclusion 
on October 9th at 
6:30 p.m. as we dive 
into this passage as 
well as others in 
scripture that inform 
how we understand and welcome each other.  

We will discuss scripture that has historically been 
used to exclude people from the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity as well as passages that show the expanse of 
God's welcome. We will read scripture and grace-
fully engage with others through discussion. All 
are welcome! Contact Brent King at 
brentgking8157@gmail.com with questions. 

Fall Festival Planning Committee 
Needs You 

House of Prayer’s annual Fall Festival is in the 
final stages of planning, and we encourage our 
congregation to pitch in and help make this event 
a huge success! Saturday, November 2, is the 
date, and we look for assistance in the following 
areas: 

• Contributions to the luncheon. Items need-
ed will be posted on the donation “Giving 
Tree” in the Narthex starting October 6. Bring 
items to the church office any time after that. 

• Donated gently used books, movies, games, 
and puzzles. Drop off items in the church 
library starting October 6. 

• Raffle donations can be brought to the 
church office starting October 6. 

• New or used wide-mouth quart canning jars 
with new lids and rings for the craft table pro-
ject. Bring to the office October 6-19 (hint: 
Menards has one of the best prices for this 
item!). 

• Dust off your baking pans and cookie sheets 
and go through your favorite recipes to make 
plans for donating delicious baked goods for 
the Bake Sale. Items containing nuts need to 
be clearly labeled. 

Sign-up sheets for assembling craft projects will 
be at the information desk starting October 6. No 
special talent or artistic ability is necessary – just 
sign up and come for Craft Day on Friday, Oc-
tober 18 to help between 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.! 

There will also be sign-up sheets October 6 with 
the opportunity to assist with other duties the day 
of the festival. 

If you know of anyone interested in having a ven-
dor table at the festival, email hopfallfesti-
val@gmail.com or phone 612-866-6148. 
 

Simple Supper Menus for October 

Oct 2 -Tater tot hotdish, broccoli 
 salad, roasted root veggies, 
 Rice Krispy bars 

Oct 9 -Tacos w/ lettuce, tomatoes, onions, corn  
 salsa, Taquitos, snickerdoodle cookies 

Oct 16-Hot hoagies, garden salad, French fries,  

 root beer floats  

Oct 23-Fajitas (beef and chicken), street corn 
  casserole, lemon and cherry cheesecake 

Oct 30-Richfield High School beef  gravy w/  
 mashed potatoes, stuffing, cauliflower/ 
 bacon salad, brownies 

Join us in Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm on Wednes-

day nights for a delicious dinner! 

mailto:brentgking8157@gmail.com
mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
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Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

We will be meeting 
Thursday, October 3, 
2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Conference 
Room. 
 
We will be discussing 
Little Fires Everywhere 
by Celeste Ng. 
 
Everyone is  welcome!  
Contact Jeanne 
Lindstrom at 612-866-
4895 with questions. 

Card Ministry Group 

The HOP Card Minis-
try Group would love 
some new members! 
We meet on the 1st & 
3rd Tuesdays of the 
month at 1:00 p.m. in 
Classrooms 1-2.  

Join us for crafting and conversation – no special 
talent needed. Everyone is welcome! Contact 
Sharon Stewart at systew13@gmail.com if you 
have any questions. 

Flu Vaccination Clinic 

Nurses from HCMC will again be here for a flu 
vaccination clinic at church on Sunday, October 
27, between services.    

This will be a convenient way for family mem-
bers to all get immunized. The regular and senior 
vaccines and Flu-mist will all be available.   

Beginning October 10th, sign up at the Infor-
mation desk or by calling the 
church office. Contact Donna 
Price at 952-432-7059 or 
donprice@charter.net with 
questions. 

HOP Fellowship Group  

All are invited for fellowship – devotion, speaker, 
meet, greet, chit-chat, including refreshments. 

Subject: “The Story of Ellis Island”  
Island of Hope - Island of Tears 

The American immigration experience of over 18 
million immigrants who journeyed to America in 
search of freedom and opportunity. Stories reflect 
their bravery facing the unknown until the doors 
opened at Ellis Island. 

Join us for fellowship at 10:00 a.m. (note time 
change) on Thursday, October 10, in Fellow-
ship Hall.  

Contact Noel Sagness at 612-866-0833 with    
questions. 

 

House of Prayer Foundation Meets 

House of Prayer Foundation will meet on Mon-
day, October 14, 2019, at 7:10 p.m. to discuss 
new business and review funding requests.  

If you’d like to make a request, you can email 
scott.wright@horacemann.com for a funding   
request form or pick one up in the church office. 

The HOP Foundation meets quarterly the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7:10 p.m. (January, 
April, July, October) and takes funding requests 
at the April and October meetings.  

Current board members are: Ernie Lindstrom, 
Charles Hatfield, Jill Johnson, Steve Pierson, 
Charles Robbins, Sandy Williams, Zack Olson 
and Scott Wright. Please be in touch with any of 
our members if you have questions. 

mailto:systew13@gmail.com
mailto:donprice@charter.net
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 

10/2:   Youth Group Learning Night 
10/6:   Sunday School – Joseph and his Brothers 
 AND children sing at 9:30 worship 
10/9:   Youth Group Learning Night 
10/11: House of Prayer Family Trivia Night 
10/13: Sunday School – Joseph and his Brothers 
10/16: No Youth Group (MEA Week) 
10/20: Sunday School – Joseph and his Brothers 
10/23: Youth Group Service Project with Habitat  
 for Humanity 
10/27: Sunday School – Begin prepping for  
 Christmas Program AND 
 children sing at 11:00 worship 
10/30: Trunk or Treat AND Youth  
 Group Halloween Party 

Family Trivia Night 

If you like Trivia, Pizza, and 

Fun, this is for you! We are 
gathering for House of Pray-
er Family Trivia Night on 
Friday, October 11, from 
6:00-8:00 p.m. in Parish 

Hall. Supper will be provid-
ed by Broadway Pizza! Triv-

ia rounds will be available for all ages. Come as a 

family or as part of our House of Prayer Family. 
We will form teams to play several rounds of 
Trivia and enjoy delicious pizza supper. Nursery 

care will be available. Contact Heidi Thomas at  
heidit1109@live.com with questions. 

Preschool News 

House of Prayer Preschool began September 10 and we welcomed a mighty group to our room! They 
have already begun forming friendships and becoming a community. It is lovely to see how our Montes-
sori classroom aligns to House of Prayer’s four values. The preschool welcomes all backgrounds to join 
us and strives for diversity both ethnically and socioeconomically. The preschool looks to build rela-
tionships, with its families, the congregation, and the community. The preschool is a compassionate 
group that loves everyone who enters and is open to grow and change as needed.  

If you want to spend time with the preschool, or just learn more about it, we welcome you! Please con-
tact Nicole Olson, Preschool Director, at nolson@hoplc.org. 
 

mailto:heidit1109@live.com
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

Many thanks to everyone who came and helped 
with this year’s Veggie Table events! Over 6 occa-
sions we served free produce to well over 1,800 

people which is wonderful. Huge thank yous go out 
to Brent King for coordinating volunteers, Chris-
tine Miller for growing produce in the church gar-

den, VEAP for partnering and coordinating the 
food delivery, and to the residents and staff of Sea-
son’s Park for welcoming us into their space to be 

neighbors together. We look forward to more excit-
ing events together in the future! 

Penn Fest 

Last month, our church hosted a booth during 
Penn Fest alongside the many other organiza-
tions, businesses, performers, food trucks, school 
groups and other vendors who came out to cele-
brate. On the first hot day in a few weeks people 
appreciated our free water giveaway and we had 
great conversations with folks about our commu-
nity and the work we do at and with House of 
Prayer. Thanks to everyone who helped out or 
stopped by! For more information about our 
Community Engagement work, contact Ben 
Whalen at 612-500-9523 or bwhalen@hoplc.org. 

The Sheridan Story 

This fall will be House of Prayer’s third year part-
nering with Sheridan Story at Centennial Elemen-
tary in Richfield to provide weekend food for stu-

dents experiencing food insecurity.  

To donate, you can 

send in a check to 
House of Prayer or put 
a check in the offering 

plate. Please make the 
check out to House of 
Prayer with Sheridan 

Story in the memo line. You also can donate online 
at www.hoplc.org.  

To volunteer with packing backpacks on Fridays 
for Sheridan Story at Centennial Elementary, 
please contact Pastor Kelly at: 612-866-8471 or 

ksandin@hoplc.org. 

Sunflowers 

Nathan Bauer shares the sunflowers he grew in 
his garden with us and his Richfield neighbors. 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org
mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Alzheimer’s Education 

These upcoming education programs will be pre-
sented by the Alzheimer’s Association and taking 
place at the collaborative churches. Please call the 
HOP Church Office to sign up for a class. 

Effective Communication Strategies 
Saturday, October 26th at 1 p.m. 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South, Richfield  

Communication is more than just talking and lis-
tening - it’s also about sending and receiving mes-
sages through attitude, tone of voice, facial expres-
sions and body language. This program was de-
signed to profile practical information and re-
sources to help dementia caregivers learn to de-
code verbal and behavioral messages from people 
with dementia. 

Understanding and Responding to Dementia-
Related Behavior 

Saturday, November 23rd at 10 a.m. 
Woodlake Lutheran Church 
2120 W 76th Street , Richfield 

Behavior is a powerful form of communication 
and is one of the primary ways for people with de-
mentia to communicate their needs and feelings as 
the ability to use language is lost. Join us to learn 
to decode behavioral messages, identify common 
behavior triggers, and learn strategies to help inter-
vene with some of the most common behavior 
challenges of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Estate Planning Workshop 

You are invited to explore how you can make a 
difference in the lives of your loved ones and to 
ministry, both now and in the future.  

Becky Palmgren from 
the ELCA Foundation 
and Kristin Olson, a 
lawyer from Oak 
Grove will meet with 
us on Saturday, Nov 
2 from 10:00-12:00 
at Oak Grove Lutheran Church to explore:  

• Durable Power of attorney 
• Personal representative/ executor 
• Difference between wills and trusts 
• Trusts 
• Importance of a health care directive 
• Contributions to church or other places 
• Tax considerations  
• Guardians for your children 
• Information about writing a will 

Becky and Kristin will get you thinking about the 
gifts you have received throughout your lifetime 
and how your family and ministry can benefit 
from these gifts to make a lasting and meaningful 
impact in this world.  

Join us in the Oak Grove lounge for thoughtful 
conversation! (One on one follow-up appoint-
ments will answer your personal questions confi-
dentially. This service is free and has no solicita-
tion of products.) 

Collaboration Hits the Doors 

House of Prayer, Woodlake, and Oak Grove Lutheran Churches are working together again, this time 
reaching out beyond our church buildings to talk with neighbors.  

In search of ways we can benefit Richfield more together than 
any of us can do on our own, we're working with a community 
organizer to go door knocking in the neighborhood and meet 
with key leaders around Richfield.  

We'll collect all the feedback and work together toward new 
initiatives within our community - to be revealed at a collabo-
ration event in early December.  

If you'd like to be a part of this work over the next month, 
please talk with Pastor Ben, Pastor Kelly, Ben Whalen, or Cara 
Wright. 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 

Richfield, MN 55423 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
(612) 866-8471 
E-mail: office@hoplc.org 
Website: www.hoplc.org. 
Pastors: Ben Sandin, Senior Pastor 
 Kelly Sandin, Associate Pastor 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date           Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Jon & Beth Lankey       10/23/1999   20 years 

Lamar & Donna Wangen       10/30/1954   65 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in September 

Gregory Thomas      09/03/2019 

Donald Weicher   09/07/2019 

Betty Henrickson      09/30/2019 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

10 Years Ago: For the 
love of art… On Sunday, 
August 16, 2009, House 
of Prayer will have an 
opportunity to see a new 
sculpture by member 
Norman Holen. His sub-
ject for this sculpture is 
Harry Johnson of House 
of Prayer. Norman was a 
Professor of Art and 
taught at the college level 
for 40 years, 38 of which 
were done at Augsburg 

College in Minneapolis. He has created art for 50 
years and his work has been in numerous exhibi-
tions, has won National and International awards, 
and has appeared in books and magazine articles. 
Come and see the new sculpture next Sunday in the 
narthex.  (From House of Prayer Community News, 
August 9, 2009) 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

