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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

faithful. This is not Paul displaying arro-
gance or trying to imply that he is the on-
ly example to follow. Paul’s method of 
mentoring is behavioral and implies that 
we learn how to be faithful to Christ by 
learning from others and imitating their 
example. It is in relationship with those 
who have already developed a deep rela-
tionship with God that we can learn to be 

faithful. Put another way, we all need spir-
itual mentors in our life. We need faithful saints 
who have been through much in life and who have 
wisdom and love to share. 

If you are in the beginning of your journey it is 
time to seek out an experienced and respected per-
son of faith. Take time to learn from them how 
God has worked in their lives. Take notice how 
they make regular time for prayer and scripture. 
Observe how they respond to stressful and diffi-
cult situations. See how they use their gifts to 
serve others, how they give generously of their 
time, talent, and treasure. Very often God will 
place these faith giants in our life for our benefit. 
We need to humble ourselves and seek their guid-
ance and counsel. 

On the other hand, if you are a person who has a 
strong faith and developed a deep relationship 
with Christ, consider whether God might be call-
ing you to mentor a person at the beginning of 
their faith journey. You have much to offer and 
those new to the faith need to learn how to be dis-
ciples. You don’t need an advanced theological 
degree or a position on a church staff, simply a 
strong faith and love for others. In the end we are 
all seeking to follow the crucified and risen Christ, 
and in this journey of faith we are meant to travel 
together.  

God’s 
Peace,  
Pastor 
Ben 

The apostle Paul was integral to the 
growth of the early church. Paul traveled 
throughout Asia Minor to share the good 
news of Jesus with all he met. When he 
was received well he would often stay 
for extended periods of time to begin a 
new local congregation. Paul used the 
time to instill the basic message of the 
Gospel and train local leaders to lead the 
congregation. Once Paul felt the local 
church and leaders were ready he would head to 
the next town and start over. Paul used letters to 
correspond with the churches he established as a 
way of continuing relationships and to offer 
guidance on specific issues and problems the 
church faced. 

While Paul certainly was held in high esteem as 
leader of the church, he did not see himself as 
superior or above the leaders he helped train. 
Most often, Paul used the language of partner-
ship to describe his ongoing relationship with 
church leaders. In his first letter to the Thessalo-
nians Paul specifically gives thanks and praise 
for the faith and leadership of the church leaders. 
Paul also shared how he had been praying for the 
leaders of the church and giving thanks for their 
many gifts. This is a spiritual friendship of mutu-
al respect but also one characterized through 
mentoring. Paul is mentor to the leaders of the 
church while also showing deep respect and grat-
itude for them. 

Paul was a mentor to the burgeoning church 
leaders through imitation. As he tells the Thessa-
lonians:  

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Mace-
donia and in Achaia. 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 

Paul, who is imitating the example from Christ, 
asks the church to imitate him to learn how to be 

Relational Leadership 

Pastor Ben Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Be Perfect 

Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Father is Perfect. Matthew 5:48  

WOW…that’s a tough one.  A lot of people hear that, and wonder, how can I do that?  
If you go back to verse 47, it says, “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you 
doing more than others?  Do not even Gentiles do the same?”  I think what Jesus is get-
ting at, is that we should try to be loving and inclusive of all our neighbors, not just the 
people we know. God’s love for us is perfect. We should try to aspire to the same level.  
Easier said than done (for me, anyway).  I find that I sometimes judge people.  I’m try-
ing hard to recognize this and grow to a more mature understanding that everyone is 
coming from a different place than I am.   

I also think that’s what Jesus is trying to say in this teaching…continue to grow and strive to be better 
people.  Agape love…unconditional, universal, keeping an eye out for the vulnerable.  Agape love leads 
to suffering (not always the easiest way) and seeks the good of the neighbor.   

May we all try to strive toward being perfect as our Heavenly Father is Perfect. 

Thanks be to God! 
Scott Wright, Congregation President 

Scott Wright 

Free QuickBooks Online Help 

House of Prayer’s Financial Administrator, Jo 
Shoberg, will be taking 30-minute appointments at 
the church on Wednesday evenings between 6–8 
pm to assist people who would like help with their 
QuickBooks Online account.   

Jo is a certified QBO ProAdvisor and an AIPB 
certified bookkeeper. If you are running a small 
business in QBO and have questions about how to 
use the software, or if you need a solution to an 
error within your file, come see Jo! She is availa-
ble to help members of the Richfield community at 
no cost.  

To make an appointment please call the church 
office at (612) 866-8471. 
 

Around House of Prayer 

Notary Service  
Available in Church Office 

Our Director of Operations 
& Communications, Cara 
Wright, is a Notary Public. 
If you need documents nota-
rized, make an appointment 
with Cara in the church of-
fice at 612-866-8471 or via 
email at cwright@hoplc.org. 
There is no charge for this service. 

Contacting Staff After Hours 

You can reach Pastor Ben or any staff member 
outside of regular office hours by leaving a mes-
sage on their voicemail. Call the church office 612
-866-8471 and follow the prompts to leave a voice 
mail. Staff receive these messages remotely from 
their cell phones as they are sent as an email audio 

file. In cases of pasto-
ral care needs, we 
prefer our members 
contact the pastor(s) 
directly in this way. 
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Chili-Feast at ReFuel 
Sunday, October 7, 11:00 am, Parish Hall 

In the spirit of FEAST, we encourage all you chili makers to bring a pot of 
chili to share on Sunday, Oct 7, at 11am. It will be a smorgasbord of good-
ness that will bowl you over! Sign up on the attendance card or contact Pas-
tor Ben at bsandin@hoplc.org with questions. 

Submit Funding Requests for  
House of Prayer Foundation 

The HOP Foundation meets Monday, October 8th, 
at 7:15 pm.  Any funding requests should be sent 
to Foundation Treasurer, Scott Wright at 
scott.wright@horacemann.com ASAP.  

You can pick up a 
HOP Foundation Fund-
ing Request Forms in 
the church office, or 
send Scott an email to 
request the form as an 
email attachment. 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Thursday, October 11, 2018 
9:00 AM • Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker – Mr. Greg Bower, Representative 
Diversified Wealth Management  

Financial Planning Services 

All Brothers and Sisters are invited for fellowship 
– devotions, speaker, meet and greet, chit-chat, 
and refreshments. Includes a presentation on “A 
major change to the Medicare Supplementary In-
surance Cost Plans for 2019.” The current cost 
plans will not continue. A new cost plan must be 
considered for 2019. The guest speaker will dis-
cuss “How to meet the challenge of the Change.”  
For more information, call Noel Sagness (612-866
-0833). 

From Last Month’s Meeting: 
Brigadier General Johanna Clyborne: 
Thank you Jo! We were very impressed by you 
and what you told us about your career in the ser-
vice. You were one of the best speakers we’ve had 
at our meetings and we appreciate that you took 
the time to enlighten us! I though you might enjoy 
these pictures of you and Louie Larson in the jeep. 
Thanks again, and thanks for your service. 
Steve Barnes, House of Prayer Men’s Fellowship 

Book Discussion Group 

We will be discussing these two selections: 
 
October 4: The Last Days of Night  
by Graham Moore 
November 1: Eleanor Oliphant  
by Gail Honeyman 
 
We meet at 7:00 p.m. the first Thursday of the 
month in the Fireside Conference Room. 

Clothes Needed for  
LSS Children’s Clothing Store 

Please bring gently used children’s clothing, 
shoes, winter outerwear/boots (newborn to high 
school sizes, including adult sizes in youthful 
styles) and new underwear and socks. Place items 
in the collection box in the Narthex by Sunday, 

Oct. 14.  
 
For questions, 
contact Jean Rob-
bins, cjrob-
bins@visi.com. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
mailto:cjrobbins@visi.com
mailto:cjrobbins@visi.com
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Fall Festival Saturday, November 3 • 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

So little time…So much fun!  Fall Festival is one month away and in the final planning phases. Needed 
are volunteers willing to commit two hours of their time for various responsibilities. We now have two 
options for signing up for the Fall Festival: 
Option 1- SignUpGenius; https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4aacaf28a0f85-volunteers 
Option 2- Sign-up at the Information Desk.  

Do you know someone that would like a table at House of Prayer’s Fall Festival?   Vendor tables for 
arts and crafts are still available — contact hopfallfestival@gmail.com if interested. 

Craft Day is scheduled for Saturday, October 20! Join this energetic and dedicated group of crafters  
creating items for House of Prayer's sale table. No special talent or artistic ability necessary!  

Gently used books, games, puzzles, DVDs, and CDs are needed for the Book Sale table. Donate these 
items by bringing them to the church library, please label them "For Fall Festival." 

Festival goers look forward to and seek out all the wonderful donated items and the chances to win at 
our Raffle. Let's keep the momentum going by dropping off your donations in the church office.  Many 
of our shoppers look forward to the unique merchandise we present each year.  There will be a new pro-
cess to the Raffle drawing this year.  10 raffle items will be announced every 15 minutes starting at 2:00 
PM until all items have been announced.  Raffle winners will be posted near the Raffle Table.  Winners 
not present will receive a phone call 3:30 PM- 4:30 PM on the day of the Fall Festival. 

The Festival's Bake Sale will once again feature many delectable favorites including fresh baked pies 
and Lefse. We are grateful for the many volunteers who help sell and provide baked goods including 
cakes, cookies, bars, etc. Please remember to label items and package cookies in quantities of 6 or 12. 
Also, please label with ingredients if they include nuts or allergens. We would particularly appreciate 
donated pies. Every year Fall Festival visitors are looking for pies and they quickly vanish. New this 
year, visitors will be able to purchase fresh-made Lefse hot off the griddle! Be sure to try one of the 
Lefse "Shake-takes" available at the bake sale.  

The Fall Festival Luncheon receives numerous compliments every year! The hard-working Kitchen 
Crew needs several donations to complement the outstanding lunch that will be served. If you would 
like to donate to the festival's luncheon, please choose an item from the Giving Tree located in the Nar-
thex. All items can be dropped off at the church office and should be marked "For Fall Festival." 

Let's make this year's Fall Festival a memorable event! It is an important fundraiser for House of Prayer 
and your donation of time and requested items will continue to make this happen! 

Please mark your calendars with the following dates: 

September 30: Sign-up sheet for Craft Day is available at the information desk. 
October 1: SignUpGenius is available. 
October 7: Sign-up sheets to volunteer for HoP’s 2018 Fall Festival will be 
available at the information desk.  The Giving Tree for luncheon donations 
will be in the Narthex with post it notes for items needed for donating. 
October 8-28: Drop off all donations to church. 
October 20: Craft Day, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
November 2: Drop off baked goods, 4:00 PM- 7:00 PM. 
November 3: Fall Festival 
 

Thank you in advance for your volunteer time, talents, dona-
tions, and attendance to House of Prayer’s 2018 Fall Festival! 

Around House of Prayer 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4aacaf28a0f85-volunteers
mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches Update 

Monthly Finance Report 

House of Prayer August offerings were a little shy of our budgeted amount, but we are still ahead for the 
year overall. The congregation continues to give faithfully and spend wisely. The House of Prayer staff 
continues its prudent use of resources. We hope you are all enjoying the start of fall! 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
 
 

 

*Ministry In-
come includes, 
but is not lim-
ited to, money 
to offset ex-
penses, such 
as coffee, 
youth dona-
tions, retreat 
offsets, flower 
donations, and 
advertising 

Around House of Prayer 

  
August Financials 

          Aug 2018          YTD   

             Actual     Budget              Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 34,423 40,000 80,108 75,000   

     Rental Income 7,325 4,560 13,735 9,120   

     Ministry Income 226 150 890 340   

Total Revenue 41,975 44,710 94,733 84,460   

       

Total Expenditures 51,072 53,754 105,564 110,928   

       

Net Operating Revenue -9,097 -9,044 -10,831 -26,468   

Now there are vari-
eties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; 
and there are varie-
ties of services, but 
the same Lord; and 
there are varieties 
of activities, but it 
is the same God 
who activates all of 

them in everyone. To each is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the common good.  1 Corinthi-
ans 12:4-7 

What a joy it was to gather together for worship at 
Veteran’s Park in August. Our three congregations 
gathered as one to sing, pray, and enjoy fellowship 
with one another. These public gatherings are a 
highlight for many, but great work continues to 
take place within our Collaboration Task Force. 
Our group has continued to meet and explore the 
ways our collaboration efforts can be most faithful 
and fruitful. 

We are entering a time of mutual exploration and 

learning within our three churches. Through a pro-
cess of listening and learning from one another, we 
hope to discover new ways we can cooperate. 
More specifically, we will be sending teams of 
three (one from each church) to learn where our 
similarities / differences lie and how we might seek 
to coordinate in the future. These listening teams 
will meet with pastors, staff, elected leaders, minis-
try leaders, and members from each congregation. 
We will seek to learn about one another’s worship 
life, leadership structures, ministry efforts, and 
more. This is simply for gathering information and 
looking for new ways to expand our collaboration 
efforts. At the end of the listening phase we will 
review our learnings and discern next steps. We’ll 
offer a report of our findings to the congregations 
and seek input on moving forward. Let us know if 
you have questions or concerns. 
 
God’s Peace, The Collaboration Task Force 
Oak Grove: Pastor Tom Zarth, Julie Tvete, Mike 
Tveite, Bonnie Oien 
Woodlake: Pastor Micah Pearson, Laurel Johnson, 
Scott Dahlquist 
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Children, Youth and Family 

Confirmation Retreat 

Please pray for our 7th & 8th grade Confirmation 
youth to encounter God in exciting new ways as 
they head to Luther Park Bible Camp for a week-
end retreat. They will get a chance to play some 
games, try out the low ropes course, and learn 
about “The Real Jesus” with Pastor Ben. We’ll 
post pictures when we return on the church Face-
book page! 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

10/3:   Youth Group Learning Night 
           AND High School Mission 
           Trip Meeting 
10/6-10/7: Confirmation Retreat at 
            Luther Park Bible Camp 
10/7:   Sunday School – The Red Sea 
10/10: Youth Group – Discipleship Practices:  
            Prayer, Serving, & Worship 
10/14: Sunday School – The Red Sea 
10/17: Youth Service Project – Making meals for 
            teens at LSS Safe House 
10/21: Sunday School – The Red Sea 
10/24: Youth Group Learning Night 
10/28: Sunday School – Wandering the Wilderness 
           AND Children sing in 11:00 worship 
10/31: Trunk or Treat AND Halloween Party 

Summer 2019  
High School Mission Trip 

The high schoolers decided that in June of 2019, 
they will take a mission trip to Chicago to work 
with an organization called Serve Boldly. This 
will include chances to connect with ELCA World 
Hunger and other local organizations as well as 
time to explore some popular sites like Navy Pier 
and Millennium Park. To learn more about this 
mission trip please come to the meeting on Octo-
ber 3 at 8:00 p.m. (after youth group). 

Updates from HOP Preschool 

Five children started at House of Prayer Preschool 
on September 11th and we will welcome more as 
the school year goes on. We have been busy get-
ting to know each other, playing games, and start-
ing to use the materials in the room. Our room is 
transitioning to a Montessori environment and the 
children are working with specialized materials 
that help develop language skills, independence, 
and concentration. One of our favorite books this 
month is “The Kissing Hand” by Audrey Penn. 
We’re looking forward to celebrating fall and get-
ting ready for Halloween! If you know of anyone 
who would like to join us, please contact          
nolson@hoplc.org. We accept 3-5 year olds and 
our program meets Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
from 9-11:30 a.m. 

Children Sing in Worship 

Sunday, October 28 the Sunday School children 
will share a song they’ve been working on with 
Mindy during the 11:00 worship service.  

This is the first 
of many times 
they will be a 
part of worship 
and we look for-
ward to hearing 
them share their 
musical gifts! 

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

The Veggie Table continues to be a wonderful 
community event – thank you to everyone who has 
come and all the volunteers who have helped! Last 
month we gave away peppers, watermelon, and 
corn on the cob. Join us again October 9 from 5-7 
p.m. over at the parking lot of Season’s Park 
Apartments (951 East 77th St.) for more free pro-
duce and time to socialize with neighbors. This 
will be our last event of this season! If you would 
like to help, please contact Karen Steenson 
(d2ksteenson@gmail.com). 

Helping our Literal Neighbors 

We have another 
opportunity to help 
Aeon, the housing 
nonprofit who re-
cently bought the 
Season’s Park 
Apartment build-
ings to the south of 
church. They con-
tinue to catch up on a LOT of deferred mainte-
nance that previous owners ignored. They’d like 
our help painting the interior common areas in 
one of their buildings on Sunday, October 28 
from noon-3 p.m. We’ll eat lunch together after 
the 11:00 service is done and then head over to 
paint! If you’d like to join us, please sign up with 
Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-
9523). We’ll also have opportunities to contribute 
financially to this cause. The anticipated budget 
for all their repairs is about $4.1 million but it on-
ly takes $800 to paint a building so every little bit 
helps make more progress! 

Penn Fest 

Thank you to everyone who helped at or attended Penn Fest on the September 16th! We had a blast 
talking with neighbors about House of Prayer and playing games together like giant Jenga, giant Con-
nect 4, and bean bag toss. Our free granola bars and ice-cold water were a big hit in the heat so that 
alone was good ministry. If you didn't get a chance to go this year we highly recommend checking it 
out next year!  
 

Citizenship Classes 

House of Prayer's second session of Citizenship Classes started September 17, and 
will run through November 19.  We have five new students, one returning student, 
and five new tutors.  We look forward to helping our students learn the Naturaliza-
tion process and the information needed to become a US Citizen. 

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Paul & Katie Doyle        10/09/1993    25 years 

Charley & Kielyn Simonson   10/26/2013     5  years 

Duane & Carla Houle              10/30/1998   20  years 

Lamar & Donna Wangen        10/30/1954    64 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in September  

Rose Marie Chell        09/11/2018 

                                                 (St. Barnabas) 

Dorothy Cook        09/14/2018 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

50 Years Ago:  
1968 Assembling the new Shantz Organ 

 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

