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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
 
Essentially, love is the greatest of all 
laws. God is much more interested in our 
hearts than keeping up with all the things 
we feel we must do when our hearts are 
not in it. Loving and serving our neighbor 
is more important than empty burnt offer-

ings and sacrifices. 
 
It comes with nostalgia, perhaps, but remembering 
neighbors stopping by my grandparent’s home and 
Grandma having only saltine crackers with butter, 
jam, and tea as hospitality could not be a more 
treasured memory. It was a slower time and re-
minds me of what is important. She offered all she 
had, nothing fancy, yet it could not have been 
more warm and welcoming.  
 
As you embark on the whirlwind of holiday gath-
erings and events, stop and hear God’s commands 
meant to give us life, meant to bring us closer to 
the kingdom of God. It is the heart that matters. 
Love God and 
love your neigh-
bor. Saltines, but-
ter, jam, and tea 
sounds like the 
perfect meal to 
me.  
 
God’s peace, 
Minister Kelly 
 

November brings to mind the coming 
whirlwind of holiday gatherings and 
events – those traditions and must do oc-
casions that, whether we want to admit it 
or not, stress our spirits and often our 
budget. The pressure to make the perfect 
holiday meals, decorate our homes, attend 
all the festive events, travel far and wide, 
and shop for this year’s extraordinary 
gifts has always been, for me, too much. 
 
As a child, I remember the simplicity of my 
grandparent’s home. I lived with them until I 
was six years old, and while they had little in 
material riches, I knew the abundance of their 
love. I have no memories of perfect holiday 
meals, attending festive events, or receiving   
extraordinary gifts. Yet, what they offered was 
with all their heart.  
 
It is timely that our Lectionary text for Sunday, 
November 4 is Mark 12:28-34. In it a scribe, 
who is the interpreter of the law, asked Jesus 
which commandments should be first above all 
the rest. And Jesus answered, “The first is… 
‘love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” Then 
the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher 
… ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all 
the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and 
‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ — this is 
much more important than all whole burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he  

Matter of the Heart 

Minister Kelly Sandin 

Fall Festival—Saturday, November 3 ▪ 9:00am - 3:00pm  

       Vendor Tables!            Bake Sale!          HOP Crafts!             Book Table! 

               Luncheon!     Come enjoy the day!!                       Lefse!       
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

House of Prayer Values 

Happy November!  It’s hard to believe it’s already this time of year.  The holidays are 
coming.  Snow and cold are coming.  Snowbirds are heading to warmer weather.  I have 
the opportunity to go with my parents to Arizona to make sure their townhome is ready 
and set up for them.  It will be a nice break for a few days…get out of the cold, see the 
sun shining, and spend some time with my parents.  Cara always accuses me of picking 
a time when it snows and she has to shovel.  So, be warned, it will probably snow on 
November 11th.   

With the coming of this busy holiday season, I continue to reflect on HOP’s value state-
ment.  I try to keep it as a focus for both my life and the life of our congregation.  
“House of Prayer is a gathering place of God’s people who value: Welcoming,    

                          Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness.”   

Welcoming:  How do we make people feel welcome and included when they come to HOP—not just for 
worship, but for the many other things that happen here? Thanks for stopping to talk with someone you 
don’t recognize on Sunday morning. I encourage you to do the same during the week with parents of the 
Just for Kix dancers, our friends from Iglesia Apostolic Church, the Minneapolis Commodores, or one 
of the many other groups we welcome into our building each week. 

Relationships: Think about the relationships that you have at HOP—some are brand new and some you 
may have had for years and years. As the LMT listening task force continues our one-one interviews, we 
frequently hear wonderful stories about the relations that make HOP that special place for you. I encour-
age you to seek out a new relationship or reconnect to someone you haven’t talked with in a while. It 
can make all the difference. 

Compassionate Community:  How do we help others in need?  Here’s where HOP members really 
shine. Just read the HiLines, Community News, or the E-News to see all the good things that happen 
because you care and do something about it!  There are so many ways to get involved. Keep up the good 
work and maybe find a new way to help someone this holiday season. It could be someone in our com-
munity, our world or our church family. Remember, it’s hard for many to ask for help, so let’s notice 
and do something. 

Openness:  If you don’t already know, I’m an introvert and really like to avoid any hint of conflict and/
or uncomfortable situations. I have the best intentions about being open to new people, ideas, and situa-
tions, but the rest of me just doesn’t always follow quickly enough in the moment. Maybe you’ve felt 
that way a time or two?  It’s a continual learning experience for me. So, here’s to new stuff this holiday 
season -- and being open, thoughtful, and responsive. 
 
Scott Wright, HOP President 

Scott Wright 

Welcoming Listening Sessions 

The LMT has set up a task force to look at our core value of       
Welcoming.  In particular, what does it mean to be a welcoming 
church?   

Our goal is to find out more about individual members of HOP, 
build relationships, and discuss how we could become a more wel-
coming congregation.  Thanks to those of you who have already tak-
en the time to participate in an interview. More interviews will take 
place throughout November. 
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Around House of Prayer 

Advent Candle Lighting 

At the start of each 9:30 a.m. worship service in 
the Advent season (Dec. 2 – Dec. 23), we will be 
lighting a candle (or candles) on the Advent 
wreath in the sanctuary.  

As has become a beautiful “tradition” in recent 
years, we would like to have this done by a differ-
ent family or group of people each week. There is 
also a speaking part that accompanies the candle-
lighting. The “group” doing this each week can be 
as few or as many people as sign up for that week. 
It’s nice to get an entire family up there, but you 
need not be a part of a family or group to sign up 
– any person can be included on any Sunday you 

wish. Detailed instructions 
on the exact process (that 
makes it sound more compli-
cated than it really is …) will 
be given during the week 
leading up to your Sunday.  

There will be a sign-up sheet 
at the information desk, so 
don’t hesitate! Please see 
Phil Mennicke with any 
questions. 

Festival of Carols 
Sunday, December 16, 9:30am 

The annual Festival of Carols ser-
vice will be held on December 16. 
What will be slightly different this 
year is that it will be held at 9:30 
a.m., essentially serving as the 9:30 
service that morning.  

It will maintain the spectacular pageantry and rev-
erent “awe” as the afternoon version of past years. 
For those House of Prayer members who have not 
been able to attend in the afternoon in past years, 
this is your chance to take in what is truly a grand 
and very worshipful tradition in celebrating the 
coming, birth and life of our Lord and Savior.  

Christmas Worship Services 

4th Sunday of Advent: Sunday, December 23 
9:30am - liturgical worship / 11am ReFuel 

Christmas Eve: Monday, December 24 
2:00pm -ReFuel / 4:00pm - liturgical worship 

Christmas Day: Tuesday, December 25 
No worship services 

90th Birthday Celebration 

On Sunday, November 11, we will be honoring 
our members who have turned ninety years old 
this year. Congratulations to these ladies and 
thank you for sharing your many years of service, 
wisdom, and caring to House of Prayer! 

Helen Anderson 
Shirley Erickson 
Elayne Gilhousen 
Marge Hermstad 

Joyce Koch 
 



House of Prayer Hi Lines 

 
4 

Plastic Invasion in Earth’s Oceans 
From the Creation Care Team 

It’s hard to imagine, but 60 years ago the oceans were probably plastic-free. Plastic 
use didn’t expand until the late 1950s, and plastic shopping bags didn’t exist until 
1965. In 2010 alone, the amount of plastic that washed into the oceans was some-
where between 4.8 million and 12.7 million metric tons, and there’s more plastic 
arriving every year. In the oceans, the plastic bobs and drifts with the currents, 
much of it gets caught up in the oceans’ five great gyres – the places where ocean 
currents meet and circle endlessly. The most famous of these sites has been called 
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.   

Ocean Cleanup is an organization founded by Boyan Slat, a 24-year old innovator from the Netherlands 
who first became passionate about cleaning the oceans when he went scuba diving at age 16 in the Med-
iterranean Sea and saw more plastic bags than fish. Engineers are deploying a trash collection device to 
corral plastic litter floating between California and Hawaii in an attempt to clean up the world’s largest 
garbage patch in the heart of the Pacific Ocean. The 2,000-foot-long floating boom is being towed from 
San Francisco to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch – an island of trash twice the size of Texas. Slat said, 
“One of our goals is to remove 50 percent of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch in five years.” Boats will 
visit the boom to empty its catch and take the trash back to shore for recycling.   

As God’s stewards, we are called to care for the earth, the oceans, and all of creation. We will watch the 
progress of this project and continue to care for all of God’s creation.   

Eco-tip: Invest in reusable cups and bags; use a reusable cup for your morning coffee, and one for the 
water you sip throughout the day. Bring your own reusable grocery bag or tote to the supermarket.    

Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

We will be discussing these two selections: 

November 1: Eleanor Oliphant   
by Gail Honeyman 

December 6: The 100 Year-Old Man Who 
Climbed Out the Window & Disappeared 

by Jonal Jonasson 
 
We meet at 7:00 p.m. the first Thursday of the 
month in the Fireside Conference Room. All are 
welcome! 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Thursday, November 8, 2018 

9:00 AM • Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker – Mr. Gil Frosig, World War II 
Veteran and House of Prayer Member 

All Brothers &   
Sisters are invited 
for fellowship – 
devotion, speaker, 
meet, greet, chit-
chat, with refresh-
ments, and includ-
ing a presentation 
on “Honor Flight 
Twin Cities” with video.  

This organization honors American World War II 
and Korean War Veterans and provides travel at 
no cost to Washington D.C. and back to visit the 
“World War II Memorial” and “Veteran Monu-
ments.” Gil Frosig     attended this event and will 
reflect on his experience. For more information 
call Noel Sagness (612-866-0833). 
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Monthly Finance Report 

Thank you for your continued giving. Whether it be time, resources, or finances, your efforts make 
House of Prayer the great place it is. We are fortunate to have a growing and hardworking body of 
members and staff to continue to develop and reach more in our community. 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
 
 

 

*Ministry In-
come includes, 
but is not lim-
ited to, money 
to offset ex-
penses, such 
as coffee, 
youth dona-
tions, retreat 
offsets, flower 
donations, and 
advertising 

Around House of Prayer 

Listening Team Update 

Collaboration Listening 
Teams have been meeting 
with staff and key leaders 
from each church to learn 
from one another. The six 
areas we’re exploring are: 
Leadership, Finances, 
Staffing, Worship, Con-
gregational Ministries, and Community Minis-
tries. We hope to discover new ways we can coop-
erate further in the future and expand our collabo-
ration efforts. This month, we will review our 
learnings and discern next steps. We’ll offer a re-
port of our findings to the congregations and seek 
input on moving forward.  

God’s Peace, The Collaboration Task Force 

Oak Grove: Pastor Tom Zarth, Julie Tvete, Mike 
Tveite, Bonnie Oien 
Woodlake: Pastor Micah Pearson, Laurel Johnson, 
Scott Dahlquist 
House of Prayer: Pastor Ben Sandin, Cara Wright 

Collaboration Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship at Woodlake Lutheran 

Wednesday, November 21 
7:00pm 

Come enjoy the opportunity to worship together 
with our friends from Woodlake Lutheran Church 
and Oak Grove Lutheran Church on Thanksgiving 
Eve. Music will be provided by a combined choir 
and tasty pie will follow the service. 

  September Financials 

           Sept 2018          YTD   

            Actual     Budget             Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings $48,339 $45,000 $115,682 $116,500   

     Rental Income $5,235 $6,410 $7,923 $6,190   

     Ministry Income $961 $450 $9,813 $6,270   

Total Revenue $57,076 $51,860 $133,418 $128,960   

       

Total Expenditures $51,948 $51,908 $143,501 $144,694   

       

Net Operating Revenue $5,128 -$48 -$8,090 -$15,734   
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

11/4:    Sunday School –  
 Wandering the Wilderness 
11/7:  Youth Group – Learning  
            night with peer groups  
  AND High School Mission 
  Trip Meeting 
11/11: Sunday School – Wandering the Wilderness 
11/14: Youth Group – Fellowship night at Mall of 
           America 
11/18: Sunday School – Refresher of the  
 Christmas Story AND  
           Children sing at 9:30 Worship 
11/21: No Youth Group – Please join us for  
           Thanksgiving Eve Worship at Woodlake! 
11/25: Sunday School – Prep for children’s  
           Christmas Program 
11/28: Youth Group – Intergenerational Advent: 
           The Annunciation 

Summer 2019  
High School Mission Trip 

All current 8th-12th graders are invited to travel 
to Chicago in June 2019 to work with an organi-
zation called Serve Boldly. This will include 
chances to connect with ELCA World Hunger and 
other local groups as well as time to explore pop-
ular sites like Navy Pier and Millennium Park. 
November 7 is the deadline to sign up and the 
date of the next mission trip meeting. Please talk 
with Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-
500-9523) for more information! 

Intergenerational Advent 

Christmas may seem far off, but the last week of 
November we’ll already be in Advent!  

As in past years, our Wednesday nights in Advent 
will bring together the Youth Group and Adult 
Bible Study for some multi-generational activities, 
games, and lessons.  

These nights will include November 28, December 
5, and December 12. Watch in the announcements 
for this year’s theme and activities! 

Children Sing in Worship 

Sunday, November 18, the Sunday School chil-
dren will share a song they’ve been working on 
with Mindy during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
We look forward to hearing them share their mu-
sical gifts this Sunday and also sharing their ex-
citement for the Christmas Program coming up 
December 16 during the 11:00 a.m. service! 

Trunk-Or-Treat Thanks!  

Thanks to all who donated candy, 
opened their trunks and came to 
Trunk-Or-Treat in October!  

Lots of fun was had by all! 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

Sheridan Story Update 

Thank you so much to everyone who is supporting 
The Sheridan Story in providing food for children 
at Centennial Elementary! We have plenty of vol-
unteers this year and have raised enough money so 
far to provide weekend food packs for the whole 
school year to 12 students. Some donations are 
still coming in, but our total goal is 15 students – 
can you help us get there? It costs $215 per student 
for the full year, but every little bit counts. If you’d 
like to donate, please visit www.hoplc.org/give 
and designate "Sheridan Story" where it says 
“Select fund” OR you can include a check with 
your normal offering – just write “Sheridan Story” 
in the memo line. Thank you! 

Make Sure to Vote 

We’ve been working hard 
at House of Prayer to be 
active and involved in our 
community.  

One important role we all 
play in that community 
work is to vote for the fu-
ture leaders of our city, 
county, state, and country on November 6th. So 
please take time to research who will be on your 
ballot (both sides!) and answer any questions you 
have about how to vote. Then go and vote for all 
the leaders you think will carry out the values and 
vision you have for the future of our community!  

Here are some links that may help you: 

How do I register to vote? 
Who will be on my ballot? 
When and where can I vote on election day? 
How can I vote early? 

Updates from House of Prayer Preschool 

Our children are 3-5 years old and have been enjoying getting to 
know each other, art projects, Montessori work, an open house 
with their families and playing outside. There is still room to join 

if you know anyone who is 
looking for a fun, three-half-
days-a-week program. 

We love visitors! Mike Murphy 
visited and planted succulents 
with us, Pastor Ben reads to us 
each week, and Minister Kelly 
has read with us as well. We 
welcomed a dentist in late Oc-
tober and will welcome the 
Richfield Read-a-Story Theater 
in November. Do you have a 
hobby, occupation, or story 
you’d like to share with the pre-
schoolers? We’d love to get to 
know you!  
Contact Nicole Olson: nolson@hoplc.org or 612-861-7110. 

Children, Youth and Family 

http://www.hoplc.org/give
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/whats-on-my-ballot/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/election-day-voting/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Roger & Wilma Peterson        11/07/1973    45 years 

Jim & Helen Anderson           11/29/1947    71 years 

Kern & Debbie Wessman       11/30/1968    50  years 

 

 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

10 Years Ago: 2003 Bell Choir 
 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

