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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

ples who had seen the miracles of God, 
who had witnessed the work of the Spir-

it, could not wrap their brains around the 
fact that Saul had become an instrument 
of God—a faithful believer in Christ.   

For those who have had a life-changing 

transformation, it is often very difficult 
being accepted by those who knew you 
prior. You are different and changed but 

others cannot easily accept it. Perhaps it is more 
prudent to be skeptical of those who purport to be 
“a changed man” lest we be taken advantage of 

and conned.  But what if the Lord really can and 
does change people?  Do we believe it is possi-
ble?  And if it is but our hearts are hardened, can 
we truly say we believe in redemption?  The fact 

is, most of us want Saul (and those like him in our 
life) to pay a penalty for his misdeeds, or at least 
have a probationary time where he proves him-

self.  But God’s grace comes to Saul—as he is—
and gives him new life.  And so it is with us, 
God’s grace comes to us without pre-conditions or 

probation.  Saul didn’t deserve it and neither do 
we, and thank God for 
it!  May we be thankful 

for God’s grace, be gra-
cious to one another, and 
on the look-out for 

God’s transforming 
work in the world.    

God’s Peace to you! 
Pastor Ben 

All who heard him were amazed and said, 

“Is not this the man who made havoc in 
Jerusalem among those who invoked this 

name? And has he not come here for the 
purpose of bringing them bound before 

the chief priests?” Acts 9:21 

The so-called conversation of Saul is a 
powerful story about transformation. Saul 
goes from being the most ardent opponent 

of the nascent Christian church, to becoming its 
most successful evangelist. This transformation 
was the work of God, which brought Saul to his 

knees (9:4), blinded him (9:8), and filled him 
with the Spirit (9:18).  Saul was chosen by God 
to become an “instrument” to bring the Gospel to 

the world.  Saul’s zeal for persecuting the church 
gets channeled into an unquenchable desire to 
share Jesus Christ with the world.   

This is a story of how God can change lives; 
how no one is beyond redemption; no one is un-

reachable; that there is hope for all people. It is 
also a story which reminds us how difficult it is 
for a transformed person to be accepted.  When 

Ananias is told by the Lord to heal Saul, he hesi-
tates saying: “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem.” (9:13)  And later when 
Saul is brought to the disciples (9:19-21) they 
cannot believe that he is changed.  Saul has be-

come a different person, or perhaps more cor-
rectly he has become the person he was created 
to be, but he is not easily accepted.  The disci-

The Difficulty of Conversion 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Congregational Meeting– Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Wednesday, June 12. Dinner will be served at 6pm 
and the meeting will start at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  

There are many exciting things on the agenda for this meeting. Your input is very important for the mis-
sion work for HOP into the next year and beyond. Contact Pastor Ben Sandin (bsandin@hoplc.org) or 
Congregation President Scott Wright (scott.wright@horacemann.com) with questions. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

You Never Know Where YES Might Lead You 

It’s hard to believe that it’s already May. The church staff and leadership have been 
working diligently on the 2019-2020 budget.  We’ve also been working on our reports 
to the congregation for the Annual Congregational Meeting.  Mark your calendars… 
The Annual Meeting is will be on Wednesday, June 12th.  We’ll have dinner together, 
then the meeting. My 6-year term limit is up this June and I will be done on the Leader-
ship Ministry Team. A lot has changed since I volunteered 6 years ago.  I think change 
is a constant thing.  My boss used to say, “If you’re not changing, you’re dying.” I’ve 
tried to remember that as I go through life. Life continues to evolve and change as we 
grow older. One thing that doesn’t change is God’s unconditional love.  As children of 
God and members of House of Prayer, we need to continue to trust in God’s love and 

try to live into being the best we can be…for our members, surrounding community, and the world.   

I will miss being on the LMT and being part of the day to day happenings at HOP. It’s been a growing 
experience for me and I really appreciate all the support and love that HOP members have shown me. 
When I was asked to become President of the congregation 2 years ago, my first thought was, I can’t do 
that. But, through the Holy Spirit and help from so many around me, I’ve been able to lead and hopeful-
ly help continue the great things happening at HOP. I would encourage you to say YES next time you 
are asked to be involved with something at church or in your communities. You never know where YES 
might lead you.  

Thanks be to God!  Scott Wright, Congregation President 

Scott Wright 

Monthly Finance Report 

Thank you to all who have turned in your pledge cards. For those of you that have been delayed, 
please know that even late submissions are accepted and appreciated, so please continue to turn your 
cards in as you are able.   

We have been having a good financial year. Through three quarters of the fiscal year we are meeting 
our faith and growth projection, expenses are slightly under budget, and increased pledges that came 
with our call to Pastor Kelly have been coming in as expected.   

Also, a special congratulations and acknowledgement to Pastor Kelly Sandin. The ordination was a 
wonderful service where she was acknowledged for all her hard work and we at House of Prayer are 
very fortunate to be a beneficiary of Pastor Kelly’s ministry. 

 

Jo Shoberg,       
Financial Administrator 
& Charley Simonson, 
Treasurer 

  March Financials 

           Mar 2019         YTD   

            Actual     Budget            Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 47,336 45,000 415,282 415,000   

     Rental Income 6,285 5,960 58,840 53,340   

     Ministry Income 606 640 6,433 4,840   

Total Revenue 54,228 51,600 480,555 473,180   

       

Total Expenditures 57,292 58,574 484,328 500,396   

       

Net Operating Revenue -3,064 -6,974 -3,773 -27,216   
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House of Prayer Fellowship 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 • 9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Ms. Kielyn Simonson, HOP member and owner of 
OrgaNice Professional Organizing Services 

All brothers and sisters are invited for fellowship – 
devotion, speaker, meet, greet, chit-chat; including 
refreshments. “OrgaNice” is an educational semi-
nar on organizing your life. We will discuss the 
impact of clutter on your health, finances and hap-
piness, as well as learn easy-to-implement strate-
gies to help organize your entire home. This inter-
active workshop includes strategies for seniors to 

maximize safety 
and independ-
ence in their 
home environ-
ment. Contact 
Noel Sagness 
(612-866-0833) 
for more infor-
mation. 

Book Discussion Group 

On Thursday, May 2, at 7:00 pm in 
the Fireside Conference Room, we 
will be discussing The Lightkeepers 
Daughter by Jean Pendziwoe. All 
are welcome! Contact Jean 
Lindstrom at 612-866-4895 with 
questions. 

Around House of Prayer 

64 Years of Confirmation Class Photos 

In 1954 House of Prayer held the rite of Confirmation for its first class of 10 students. The class sizes 
quickly swelled in concert with the rapid growth of House of Prayer Church, peaking in 1967 with a 
class of 135 and in 1970 with a class of 136 students. Over the years, House of Prayer has confirmed a 
total of 2,772 students. How many do you think you can recall? 

We have been working to reconstruct the history of those classes. Photos of all classes and the names of 
all students in each class have been collected. We have been attempting to add a caption to each photo 
that identifies each student in each class. Many are done, but many are left! We will need your help to 
complete this project. The History page under the Who We Are section for House of Prayer’s website 
now has the photos of all classes available online at https://hoplc.org/history. We believe the names in 
black font in the caption under each picture are in the correct location. However, the names in red font 
still need to be moved to the correct location.  

As you look through the photos, if you can identify any student whose name appears in red font please 
provide the year, name, location in the photo (e.g. row 2 position 5) to Mike Murphy 
(hopconfirm@gmail.com) or just jot down the information 
and leave it at the information desk or in the House of 
Prayer office (attention: Mike Murphy).  

Eventually, we will also try to collect contact information 
for as many of these confirmands as possible and contact 
them to say “hello” from House of Prayer. So, if you hap-
pen to have contact info for any of these former confirm-
ands that can be shared – we’ll gladly accept that as well. 

Thanks for any help you can provide. Mike Murphy 

Ladies Dessert Luncheon 

Save the date for the Ladies Des-
sert Luncheon on Monday, Sep-
tember 9, at 1:00 p.m. Our speak-
er will be Janet Letnes Martin, 
author of Growing Up Lutheran 
and inspiration for Church Base-
ment Ladies musicals. Contact 
Ellen Thompson at etgram-
bug@q.com or Mary Markes at 
mmarkes@frontiernet.net with 
questions. 

https://hoplc.org/history
mailto:hopconfirm@gmail.com
mailto:etgrambug@q.com
mailto:etgrambug@q.com
mailto:mmarkes@frontiernet.net
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Around House of Prayer 

HOP Foundation Update 

The HOP Foundation met on Monday, April 8, 
2019, to discuss business and review funding re-
quests. At the end of March 2019, the Foundation 
had total assets of $595,584.19. We had about 
$40,000 available for distribution between income 
for 2018 and unspent income from the prior year.  
The Foundation received 5 specific funding re-
quests for the 4/8 meeting.  All were unanimously 
approved as follows: 

• $1,500 for the Many Hands-Many Meals 6th 
annual Pack-a-thon 

• $3,000 for the HOP Preschool 
• $2,500 for Luther Park Bible Camp 
• $2,500 for landscaping of north parking lot 

entrance and Hosta garden 
• $2000 to replace entryway tiles and install 

heavy duty carpet squares 

We also decided to contribute $25,000 to the con-
gregation’s existing reserve (facilities) fund in 
hopes that it expedites the replacement of flooring 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

The HOP Foundation meets quarterly the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7:10pm (January, April, 
July, October) and takes funding requests at the 
April and October meetings.   

Current board members are: Ernie Lindstrom, 
Charles Hatfield, Jill Johnson, Steve Pierson, 
Charles Robbins and Scott Wright.   

Water: Use It Wisely - From the Creation Care Team 

Water is essential to life on God’s earth: we need water to grow food, keep clean, provide power, control 
fire, and we need it to stay alive. We live in Minnesota, the “Land of 10,000 Lakes,” and appreciate our 
good fortune but also recognize that not everyone has such an abundance of fresh water. Less than 2% 
of the earth’s water supply is fresh water, 97% is salt water found in oceans and seas, and only 1% of the 
earth’s water is available for drinking water.  

The greatest water uses in an average home are the toilet (45%), showers (30%), laundry (20%), and 
drinking and cooking (5%). Reducing our water usage reduces the energy required to process and deliv-
er it to our homes, businesses, farms, and communities, which, in turn, helps reduce pollution and con-

serve fuel resources. It can be easy to forget just how rare freshwater really is; and although 
it is possible to treat unsafe water in order to purify it for consumption, the process itself re-
quires massive amounts of energy. So, every drop conserved and used wisely helps us all. 

House of Prayer Creation Care Team’s Mission Statement: As Christians we recognize our 
biblical responsibility to care for creation; we work together to encourage, educate, inspire 
members and neighbors to join in protecting and caring for God’s creation.  

HOP Preschool Summer Camp 

Exciting News! House of 
Prayer Preschool will run its 
first ever Summer Camp! Do 
you know a 3-5 year old that 
would like to join Minnesota 
Week, Treasure Week, or 
Splash Outdoor Week? These 
fun camp weeks will run     
T/W/Th from 9-11:30 a.m. 
June 11-13, June 18-20 and 
June 25-27. House of Prayer 
Preschool is making plans to grow and expand and 
adding a summer camp is our first step. Contact 
Nicole Olson nolson@hoplc.org for more details!  

Former Bishop Chilstrom Visit 

Herbert W. Chilstrom served as the first Presiding 
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. He will be at HOP on Sunday, May 12th, 
to preach at the 9:30 am worship service and lead 
discussion at 11 am  about his book, "Writing 
Books: An Unexpected Retirement Venture." Rev. 
Chilstrom has authored/coauthored several books 
and will be sharing his writing journey and offer-
ing suggestions about how others can write their 
own memoirs. His books will be available for pur-
chase with proceeds going to ELCA college and 
seminary scholarships. Please contact Pastor Ben 
at bsandin@hoplc.org with questions.  

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 

5/1:  Many Hands Many Meals food 
        Packing service project 
        All ages welcome! 
5/5:  Sunday School – Lydia 
5/8:  Youth Learning Night with  
         peer groups 
5/10-5/12: High School Retreat at Luther Park 
5/12: Sunday School – Lydia 
5/15: End of Year Youth Banquet 
5/19: Sunday School – Last Day Celebration 

Easter Sunday 

The Sunday School children shared beautiful mu-
sic with us in worship on Easter morning and   
enjoyed their egg hunt immensely! 

Ready, Set, Go! 
The Incredible Race  

Vacation Bible School 

House of Prayer is warming up to offer our FREE 
Award Winning VBS again this summer. 

The Incredible Race  
July 29 – August 1 

Supper 5:15 – 5:50 pm 
Program 6:00-8:15 pm 

At the Incredible Race 
each night, kids will race 
from continent to continent 
uncovering clues and at-

tempting challenges. From the minute we board 
the first flight in our race, kids will experience 
God’s love for every tribe, language, and nation! 

We’ll also discover that no matter where we live, 
what shade of skin we have, or what language we 
speak, we are all part of the same race - the      
human race – and all part of the same family from 
Adam and Eve. Kids will learn that God is calling 
people from every tribe and nation of the world. 
And that he wants us to share this good news in 
kindness and love with our neighbors nearby and 
far away. 

For easy registration, go the House of Prayer 
Website or www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2019   

If you want to join in on the fun and get involved 

by volunteering in a small or big way to help 
make this meaningful for the kids, please contact 
Heidi Thomas (heidit1109@live.com), Cindy  

Jacobs (blondiegirlsmom@yahoo.com), or Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org). 

First Communion 

Celia 
Burkstrand & 
Max Jurcich 
celebrated their 
first commun-
ion on Maundy 
Thursday, April 
18th. 

Congratulations 
to them on this 
important mile-
stone in their 
faith! 
 

End of Year Youth Banquet 

Join us on Wednesday, May 15, to celebrate all 
that our youth have done this year! We will have 
dinner at 6:00 p.m., a photo slideshow from the 
year, and presentations of awards. The whole con-
gregation is invited to come honor the youth. 
Please contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523) with any questions or to RSVP 
for this event! 

http://www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2019
mailto:heidit1109@live.com
mailto:blondiegirlsmom@yahoo.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

ISAIAH In-District Meeting 

Around 75 leaders from House of Prayer and Dar 
Al Farooq met last month with our state legisla-
tors, Michael Howard & Melissa Halvorson 
Wiklund. Some of our leaders shared stories about 
their experiences and we talked about the faith val-
ues that call us to work toward Paid Family Leave, 
funding for childcare assistance, more affordable 
housing, an end to Islamophobia, and 100% re-
newable energy. Many thanks to everyone who 
came! 

Join our Muslim Neighbors for an 
Iftar Meal 

Each year during Rama-
dan, the MN Council of 
Churches works with 
mosques around the met-
ro area to host Taking 
Heart Iftar Meals. This is 
a great chance for non-
Muslims to learn more 
about Islam and Rama-
dan before joining in the 
(very delicious) breaking of the fast. Dar Al 
Farooq in Bloomington is hosting one on Thurs-
day, May 16 at 7 p.m. and several House of Pray-
er members plan to attend!  

If you have questions or want to sign up, please 
contact Pastor Kelly Sandin (ksandin@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9525). 

Urban Wildland Run 

Each summer, Richfield hosts the Urban Wildland 
Half Marathon and 5K – this year on Saturday, 
July 27, starting at 7 a.m. It’s a fun event that 
funds the opportunity for students of Richfield 
schools to get hands-on education through the 
Wood Lake Nature Center. House of Prayer is 
helping sponsor the event and already has 7 folks 
committed to run! There are also many volunteer 
opportunities to hand out snacks/water, help run-
ners check in, and more. If you’d like to run, vol-
unteer, or just cheer folks on, please reach out to 
Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-
9523). More information is available at 
www.urbanwildland.com. 

Community Garden 

The HOP Commu-
nity Garden is 
starting back up 
this Spring and we 
could use your 
help, whether it’s 
an hour or full sea-
son commitment. 
You don’t even 
need experience 
just an interest in 
helping out.  The garden was started about 2006 
and has donated hundreds of pounds of fresh pro-
duce to VEAP. This year we hope to include our 
freshly grown produce along with other produce 
from VEAP in the Veggie Table offerings. We 
hope to have beans, carrots, cucumbers, peas, 
peppers, radishes, squash, tomatoes and water-
melon. 

We will kick of the season with a Sunday School 
class Sunday May 5th and Preschool classes May 
9th and 23rd. With work days and planting spread 
out in between. Contact Christine Miller at cmil-
lerdance@gmail.com. 

mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
http://www.urbanwildland.com.
mailto:cmillerdance@gmail.com
mailto:cmillerdance@gmail.com
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Maundy Thursday Collaboration Worship                  
at Oak Grove 

Members from House of Prayer, Woodlake and Oak Grove Lutheran 
Churches gathered on Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019, for a time of 
worship and celebration. We remember Jesus' last supper and his com-
mandment for us to love one another as we have been loved. Children 
from each congregation received their first communion.  

Work Is In Progress 

Last Fall the Collaboration Task Force conducted a listening process within 
our three congregations. In this process, we were able to hear from key con-
gregational leaders in the areas of finance, leadership, staffing, worship, min-
istry, and mission. There were many wonderful insights gleaned from this 
process and a plethora of avenues for actions for the short and long term. The 
Task Force met in January and decided to focus on some immediate goals 
and steps to continue to build momentum. We are happy to share we have 
made solid progress so far and continue to work toward the future. 

One of the most visible outcomes of our collaboration has been the recent clean water initiative. As 
leaders for outreach and benevolence met from the three congregations, it was discovered all three 
churches financially support VEAP and Lutheran World Hunger. When Oak Grove leaders shared their 
tradition of a mission project for Lent, House of Prayer and Woodlake jumped in! Our goal was to raise 
$5,000 for clean water to help build spring boxes in communities without consistent access to drinking 
water. Through the generosity of our members and the collective momentum of working together, we 
have more than doubled our goal (final numbers were revealed at Maundy Thursday worship). By work-
ing together on this project, we are encouraged and excited about how working collectively can deepen 
our missional impact. 

Another area of collaboration in which we are working together is administration. Intern Deanna is 
working with each congregation to assist with the audit process as part of her internship project. Her fi-
nancial expertise is a real asset to the collaboration and the church at large. In addition, administrative 
staff from each church have begun monthly meetings to share vendor information and best practices in 
areas of building maintenance, contracts, and finances. We have already seen the benefits of this type of 
sharing and anticipate future sharing to a blessing for each congregation. 

As we have been collaborating for the past few years, one of the most joyful experiences is worshipping 
together. We decided to share Maundy Thursday worship together this year. This service featured a 
combined choir and first communion. We also have already scheduled summer worship at Veteran’s 
Park on August 18. Watch for more details soon! 

Two final areas of strategic importance for our collaborative work are: youth ministry and community 
engagement. In our listening process we heard a strong desire for collective work in both of these areas. 
The Task Force values the importance of these areas and acknowledges it will take more time to fully 
develop our collaborative vision and plans. We are working in these areas and expect to make signifi-
cant progress in the coming months. For all of this we give God thanks and continue to ask for your on-
going support and prayers for our work together. 

God’s Peace, The Collaboration Task Force 
Woodlake: Pastor Micah, Scott Dahlquist, Laurel Johnson 
Oak Grove: Pastor Tom, Julie Tveite, Mike Tvete 
House of Prayer: Pastor Ben, Cara Wright 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date           Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Dale & Lorraine Swanson   05/01/1953     66 years 

Don & Sue Burt 05/05/1967 52 years 

Gordy & Judy Holmes 05/06/1967 52 years 

Dick & Linda Victor 05/21/1966 53 years 

Jeff & Marguerite Thiele 05/29/1965 54 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in April 

Dorothy M. Jackson 04/15/2019 

Nancy J. Gullikson 04/26/2019 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

25 Years Ago:  1994 Paint-A-Thon Group 
You may recognize several people here. 
 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

