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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

Week 1 (3/10-3/16) Prayer: Take time 
each day, at the same time, for at least 10
-20 minutes of personal prayer time. Mul-
tiple times a day is preferred. 
Week 2 (3/17-3/23) Reading the Bible: 
Take time daily for 30-45 minutes of fo-
cused time for bible study. You can read 
any scriptures you wish. The goal of de-
votional reading is not acquiring 

knowledge but growing in God’s Word. 
Week 3 (3/24-3/30) Service: Take time and ener-
gy do something each day to serve the needs of 
someone else. Be creative and try to serve some-
one else you normally would not connect with. 
Week 4 (3/31-4/6) Generous Financial Giving: 
Each day find some way to give money to some-
one in need. Whether this giving is to an individu-
al or through an organization doesn’t matter. Give 
generously and give until you feel it. Consider 
giving away whatever money you might normally 
spend on entertainment, dining out, shopping, or 
any other extraneous spending. (I know this one is 
tough—they are supposed to be!) 
Week 5 (4/7-4/13) Spiritual Friendships: Take 
time each day to check in spiritually with a friend. 
This is not a conversation about how busy you are. 
This is a conversation about your prayer life, what 
God is up to, or scripture. Your spiritual friend 
can be a spouse, small group member, or friend. If 
you currently do not have someone in your life 
who is a spiritual friend, consider asking someone. 
Week 6 (4/14-4/21) Worship: Take time each 
day to worship the Lord. This can include but is 
not limited to organized worship services (this is 
Holy Week and we have worship Sunday, Mon-
day, Thursday, Friday). You can worship on your 
own or with family or friends at your home. Read 
scripture, pray, listen or play inspiring music and 
you have worship! 

After 40 days of intentional work on your faith, I 
guarantee you will grow closer to the Lord. I pray 
you will take The Discipleship Challenge and see 
how God will work in your life! 

Would you like to become closer to God? 
Would you like to better understand your 
purpose in life and how you can make a 
difference? Would you like your faith to 
grow? If so, the 40 days of Lent this year 
are for you! 

Growing up, the first thing I learned 
about Lent was it was time when you had 
to give something up. Whether it was 
chocolate, pop, TV, or something else, the 
emphasis was always on taking something away. 
When such sacrifices are done with the right 
spirit it can be liberating and edifying, but, more 
often than not, these Lenten sacrifices ring hol-
low, and not just because we aren’t very success-
ful at keeping them. I would like to suggest that 
this year be a year where we focus intentionally 
on growing in our faith. This year I hope you 
will join in 40 Days of Discipleship. 

Over the 40 days of Lent, I ask you to prayerful-
ly consider taking time to grow your relationship 
with Christ and take The Discipleship Challenge. 
I believe that we can grow in our relationship to 
God by pursuing a path of discipleship; when we 
work at our faith and our spiritual life, we will 
become closer to Jesus and be blessed. To be a 
disciple means to be a follower of Jesus, it 
means connecting to God in serious, disciplined, 
and intentional ways. When we make the time 
for God in our life and work at our spiritual 
lives, God will work and transform us in amaz-
ing ways. 

Here is how The Discipleship Challenge will 
work. During the 6 weeks of Lent, intentional 
time will be given to each Mark of Discipleship. 
The Marks of Discipleship are areas of our spir-
itual lives that if we work on will help us grow 
closer to God. The Marks of Discipleship are: 
prayer, reading the Bible, service, generous fi-
nancial giving, spiritual friendships, and wor-
ship. Each week you will focus on a different 
mark and take time for God in that area. 

The Discipleship Challenge 

Pastor Ben Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Associate Pastor Call Process Update 

At the congregational meeting on February 17, 2019, there was overwhelming support 
from the congregation to move forward to call Kelly Sandin as ¾ time Associate Pastor.  
The vote was 101-3, without the Call Committee or LMT votes.   

Below is a recap of the steps taken by the LMT and the Call Committee. I want to per-
sonally thank the other Call Committee members: Monica Dorow, Brent King, Jon Lan-
key, Karen Amezcua, and Tom Haffley, for their time and efforts with this important 
process.  

After the forum on November 18, the LMT compiled the input from the congregation. 
We received overwhelming support for Pastor Kelly and an expressed need for addition-

al pastoral leadership at HOP. Concerns were raised about the ability to fund a full-time position.  More 
than 50 families committed to raise their pledge in order to help pay for the additional expense of the 
Associate Pastor position. With input from Jo Shoberg, Financial Administrator, and Charley Simonson, 
HOP treasurer, the LMT decided that in order to be fiscally responsible, we should adjust the position to 
be ¾ time rather than full-time. The LMT then approved the formation of a Call Committee.  The Call 
Committee met with John Hulden, Assistant to the Bishop of the Minneapolis Area Synod, in January. 
We interviewed Kelly and contacted her references.  The Call Committee made a recommendation to 
the LMT to move forward with the call at their meeting on January 24.  The congregation was notified 
of a special congregational meeting set for Sunday, February 17, 2019.   

Pastor Kelly has now accepted the call offer. We anticipate that Pastor Kelly will start her new responsi-
bilities on March 4, 2019. A date for her ordination/installation is pending and more details for the con-
gregation will be available soon. We look forward to the ability to increase our ministry and mission 
with this exciting addition to our staff. If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to 
contact me at 612-386-6847 or scott.wright@horaceman.com. Scott Wright, HOP President 

Scott Wright 

Monthly Finance Report 

House of Prayer revenue has been a little higher than anticipated for the year thus far, while expenses 
are lower, so our financial picture is in good shape at this point. During the forum for Kelly’s call, 
many in the congregation indicated they would be willing to increase their financial support in con-
junction with this extension. Many people have already increased their pledges, and for those who 
have not but are still able, we’d ask that you’d consider making that increase at this time. As always, 
we are continually grateful for the contributions you all make whether financial or otherwise.   

 

    January Financials 

       January 2018       YTD   

           Actual     Budget            Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 41,709 50,000 318,851 330,000   

     Rental Income 9,955 6,110 46,475 41,020   

     Ministry Income 756 850 5,151 3,360   

Total Revenue 52,420 56,960 370,477 374,380   

       

Total Expenditures 54,562 57,572 369,462 385,291   

       

Net Operating Revenue -2,142 -612 2,634 -10,911   

Jo Shoberg &  
Charley  
Simonson 

mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
mailto:scott.wright@horacemann.com
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In the Community 

Richfield Community Wellness Expo 

Save the date for the 
morning of Saturday, 
April 13, as this will be 
the annual Wellness Ex-
po at Richfield High 
School!  

This event features a lot 
of local organizations, 
youth activities, businesses, and more, all working 
to make sure Richfield stays healthy! There is a 
huge variety of interactive activities, presentations, 
resources, a fun run, and more. Many families and 
neighbors come each year to participate. If you 
would like to volunteer or just attend, reach out to 
Ben Whalen for more info (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 
612-500-9523). 

Preparing for Red, White, 
 & Blue Days 

The Richfield 4th of July festivities are months 
away but planning has already begun! Our con-
gregation plans to march in the parade again and 
the volunteer group of residents who plan all 3 
days of events is also starting their preparation.  

If you’d like to help make our parade float hap-
pen or are interested in learning about the rest of 
the events those 3 days, please reach out to Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Get to Know Your Latino Neighbor 

The community of Richfield is rich in diversity!  

Join MIRA (Modulo de Informacion Recursos y 
Apoyo and Richfield Community Education on 
Thursday, March 21 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the 
Richfield Central Education Center (7145 S. Har-
riet Ave., Room 106) to hear a panel of Latino 
guests tell the stories of their family’s journey 
from countries in Central and Southern America. 
They will share a little of their culture and what 
they would like you to know about their success-
es and struggles of adjusting to their new home. 
You will also have the opportunity to get your 
questions answered and connect with neighbors!  

Cost for the event is $15 but let us know if cost is 
a concern and we can help. You can register 
yourself online through the Richfield Community 
Education website or talk with Ben Whalen to 
sign up (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523).  

 

Collaboration Churches  
Fund Clean Water in Lent 

Through the season of Lent (March 6 - April 21) 
the Collaboration Churches in Richfield (HOP, 
Oak Grove, and Woodlake Lutheran Churches) 
will be raising money for ELCA World Hunger’s 
clean water initiatives. Our goal is for our three 
churches to raise $5,000 before Easter – enough to 
support construction of two “spring boxes.” These 
long-lasting and low-maintenance wells protect a 
natural spring from contaminants and turn it into a 
reliable source of clean water for families. We will 
have special offering envelopes available March 10 
during worship, but you can donate anytime during 
Lent. Simply make checks out to House of Prayer 
with “ELCA World Hunger” in the memo line.  

We’ll keep a display 
outside the sanctu-
ary showing our 
progress toward the 
goal. Thanks in ad-
vance for your gen-
erosity!  

If you’d like to learn 
more, please visit 
www.elca.org/
worldhunger. 
 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
https://www.elca.org/worldhunger
https://www.elca.org/worldhunger
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Update from House of Prayer Preschool 

After the New Year, we typically see many 
more gains in preschool children and 
House of Prayer preschoolers are no excep-
tion! We are moving through our Montes-
sori work and the children are practicing 
many of their new skills. Montessori mate-
rials are designed for individual or small 
group use and are manipulative, allowing 
the child a hands-on learning experience. 
The different areas in our room are Practi-
cal Life (those things we need to do in our 
every day life- sweeping, watering plants), 
Sensorial (five senses), Language and 
Math. We look forward to the next few 
months and how much more the children 
are going to learn! 

Contact Nicole Olson at nolson@hoplc.org for more information about HOP Preschool. 

Children, Youth and Family 

Lock In 

All 7th-12th grade youth 
are invited to join us on 
Friday, March 15 from 7 
p.m. until 7 a.m. the next 
morning for our annual 
lock in with the Gustavus 
Youth Outreach Team!  

These college students 
will lead our group in 
games, worship, Bible 
study, and more games 
for the night. This event is FREE and open to 
friends, family, neighbors, or other guests as long 
as you sign up by March 10 with Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Sunday School Singers 

The children did an excellent job leading us in 
song at the 11:00 “Feast” service on February 3!  

Thanks to all the parents who help them practice 
and Mindy for leading music time each Sunday. 
They will sing at the 9:30 service on March 3 – 
hope you can join them! 

VEAP Thanks You 

Many thanks to anyone who donated some of the 702 
rolls of toilet paper for VEAP earlier this month. The 
Youth Group helped repackage the rolls into smaller 
bags so that 175 families can bring home TP to cover 
their needs until their next paycheck.  

This is a great service to families so thank you VEAP for 
serving our neighbors and thanks to everyone who 
helped contribute to this project!  

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

3/3:   Sunday School – The Parable of the Sower 
         AND children sing at 9:30 service 
3/6:   No Youth Group – Please join us for 
         Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00 p.m. 
3/9:   Parents with Young Children small group 
3/10: Sunday School – Woman at the Well 
3/13: Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
3/15: Youth Lock-In with Gustavus Youth 
         Outreach 
3/17: Sunday School – Woman at the Well AND  
         last Sunday of Shareholder Fundraiser 
3/20: Service project: TBD 
3/24: Sunday School – Woman at 
         the Well 
3/27: Youth Learning Night with  
         peer groups 

Shareholder Fundraiser 

This summer the high school youth are going on a 
mission trip to Chicago and children of all ages 
will be attending camp at Luther Park.  

Thank you to everyone who has already invested 
in a “share” of the trip! Youth will continue to sell 
these shares on Sunday mornings through March 
17. Everyone who buys a share will receive peri-
odic updates as we prepare for both events and 
will also be invited to a dinner at the end of sum-
mer to hear more from the youth who participate. 
Your investment helps make these important expe-
riences possible! You can stop by our table during 
coffee hour on Sunday mornings or reach out to 
Ben Whalen with questions (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523).  

Luther Park Summer Camp 

All children in grades 1-12 are invited to Luther 
Park Bible Camp in Danbury, WI for a week of 
camp this summer! (or half week for younger 
kids). We will all attend together July 21-26 and 
enjoy a week full of swimming, games, Bible 
study, music, campfires, and more.  

This year we are cutting the cost of camp in 
HALF to make sure money doesn’t stop anyone 
from this fun and faith-building experience.  

The early bird deadline to sign-up has passed, but 
you can still sign up at www.lutherpark.com. 
Contact Ben Whalen for more info 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523).  

 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.lutherpark.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Around House of Prayer 

Ready for a Challenge? 
Take the Discipleship Challenge 

Pastor Ben wrote The Discipleship Challenge sev-
eral years ago as a way to help people form spir-
itual habits. The Discipleship Challenge takes 
place during Lent (Ash Wednesday is March 6) 
and offers a daily schedule for spiritual discipline 
that will strengthen your prayer life, broaden your 
biblical literacy, help you be more generous with 
your time and money, and deepen your relation-
ship with God and close friends.  

Sign up on the attend-
ance card or email Pas-
tor Ben at 
bsandin@hoplc.org to 
reserve a copy of the 
book!  

The cost of the book is 
$10 and all proceeds 
will fund our Lenten 
mission project 
through Lutheran 
World Hunger.  

Wednesdays in Lent 

The season of Lent is on the horizon and that means different worship 
structures on Wednesday nights. First, for Ash Wednesday (March 6), 
we will be having services at noon and 7:00pm, both of which will in-
clude Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. 

For the rest of the Wednesdays (March 13 – April 10), our evening 
Lenten worship services will be done in the "Taize" style. Taize worship is a very reflective and medita-
tive in style, in some ways a departure from our typical "efficient" style of liturgical worship. It is guid-
ed mostly by music, which is defined by short passages, designed to be sung in harmony, and often re-
peated "as many times as feels right," creating an almost "trance-like" dynamic. Silence for reflection is 
intentionally built in throughout the service. This all may feel unusual at first, but when all participants 
buy in, Taize can be an extremely powerful worship experience. Come and see for yourself! 

A little more on Taize: The Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity in Taizé, 
Saône-et-Loire, Burgundy, France, founded in 1940 by Brother Roger Schütz. It's initial mission was to 
serve as a shelter for Jews and others in Nazi occupied France. It is now composed of more than one 
hundred brothers, from Catholic and Protestant traditions, who originate from about thirty countries 
across the world. The brothers commit their lives to simplicity and service. The community is deeply 
devoted to promoting unity and equality amongst all peoples, with special emphasis on serving the poor 
and vulnerable. Taize music, written mostly by Jacquez Berthier, reflects that spirit. A good number of 
these songs appear in our ELW, several of which we have used as liturgical elements (e.g. sung around 
the prayers of intercession) at our 9:30 services in the past. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

As we journey through the season of Lent, it is a 
privilege to have Professor Kathryn Schifferdecker 
lead us in a three-week long Bible study on the 
“Psalms as Tools for Prayer.” Please join us begin-
ning Wednesday, March 13 - 27, 2019, from 6:30-
7:30 PM in the downstairs Fellowship Hall.  

“The Psalms have been used in prayer and liturgy 
for thousands of years. They are prayers of the 
heart - honest prayers of joy, grief, anger, praise, 
and trust. Come study the Psalms through poetry, 
music, and art and learn how to pray with the 
saints through the ages.” There is no cost for this 
study, however a Bible and a notebook are sug-
gested. All are welcome!  

Kathryn Schifferdecker is a professor of Old    
Testament at Luther Seminary 
and an ordained Lutheran pas-
tor. She has written extensive-
ly on the book of Job and is 
currently working on a com-
mentary on the book of Esther. 
She and her family enjoy gar-
dening, hiking, and camping. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

On Thursday, March 7, 2019, we will be discuss-
ing: What Alice Forgot by Leann Moriarity. On 
Thursday, April 4, we will be discussing: The 
Women in the Window by A.J. Finn. We meet at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Conference Room.   

Lenten Crock Pot Suppers  

Beginning March 13, 2019, we will start serving 
Simple Crockpot Meals to members and guests! 
DuAnn Thompson would love people to volunteer 
to make their favorite soup or favorite crockpot 
meal! Cooking in a crockpot is a wonderful way to 
conserve energy, make something delicious and 
put your culinary skills to the greater good. DuAnn 
will provide a crockpot meal too along with bread, 
salad and drinks. Two other crockpot meals would 
be most welcome for each week: March 13, 20, 
27, April 3, and 10. Please email thomp-
sond@polarsemi.com to let DuAnn know if you 
are interested and what you will make. Thank you!

House of Prayer Fellowship Group 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 

9:00 a.m. • House of Prayer Fellowship Hall 

All brothers and sisters are invited for fellowship 
– devotion, speaker, meet & greet, chit-chat, in-
cluding refreshments. Our guest speaker, Mr. An-
ish Luitel will share on the topic “Scoutmaster and 
Mountain Climbing.” Besides his scouting activi-
ties, our speaker has climbed Mount Everest Sum-
mit twice. Mount Everest Summit, at 29,028 ft. 
high, is one of the highest peaks on this planet, 
and a challenge for climbers. Much planning and 
preparation is required for a mountain climb like 
this. Such an event will test climber’s equipment 
and supplies, their mental and physical skills, sup-
port climber’s know-how, and more. 

Our speaker, Mr. Anish Luitel is from Nepal, in 
the Himalaya Mountains (between India and Ti-
bet), and will be here, to discuss and reflect on his 
experience. Contact Noel Sagness (612-866-0833) 
with questions. 

Scientific Evidence for Warming of the Climate is Unequivocal 
From the Creation Care Team 

The evidence for rapid climate change is compelling: 

Global temperature rise: The planet’s average surface temperature has risen about 1.62 degrees Fahr-
enheit since the late 19th century, a change driven largely by increased carbon dioxide and other human-
made emissions into the atmosphere. Warming oceans: The oceans have absorbed much of the in-
creased heat, with the top 700 meters of ocean showing warming of more than 0.4 degrees Fahrenheit 
since 1969. Shrinking ice sheets: The Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets have decreased in mass. Gla-
cial retreat: Glaciers are retreating almost everywhere around the world – including in the Alps, Hima-
layas, Andes, Rockies, Alaska and Africa. Decreased snow cover: Satellite observations reveal that the 
amount of spring snow cover in the Northern hemisphere has decreased over the past five decades and 
that the snow is melting earlier. Sea level rise: Global sea level rose about 8 inches in the last century. 
The rate in the last two decades, however, is nearly double that of the last century and is accelerating 
slightly every year. Declining Arctic sea ice: Both the extent and thickness of Arctic sea ice has de-
clined rapidly over the last several decades. Extreme events: The number of record high temperature 
events in the United States has been increasing, while the number of record low temperature events has 
been decreasing, since 1950. The U.S. has also witnessed increasing numbers of intense rainfall events. 
Ocean acidification: Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, the acidity of surface ocean wa-
ters has increased by about 30 percent. This increase is the result of humans emitting more carbon diox-
ide into the atmosphere and hence more being absorbed into the oceans. (Information from 
NASA at https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/) 

House of Prayer Creation Care Team’s Mission Statement: As Christians, we recognize our 
biblical responsibility to care for creation; we work together to encourage, educate, inspire 
members and neighbors to join in protecting and caring for God’s creation.   

mailto:thompsond@polarsemi.com
mailto:thompsond@polarsemi.com
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

David & Karen Steenson      03/28/1964    55 years 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in February 

Brian Stewart 02/22/2019 

Shirley Erickson 02/27/2019 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

About 55 Years Ago: 
House of Prayer on    
Chicago Avenue South; 
note the glass doors and 
the open courtyard. 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
Noon & 7:00 pm 
March 6, 2019 
 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP 
7:30 p.m. 
March 13-Aptil 10 
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