
Hi-Lines June 2018 

HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

all Christians are my "brothers and sis-
ters" and are to be afforded the same lev-
el of care and commitment I offer my 
own biological family, then I must sig-
nificantly increase my level of concern 
for others. Jesus isn't rejecting his family 
per se (notice his mother and brothers 
are not in the room with him when he 
says this), but he is making clear to his 
followers that he values them completely.  

 
These disciples left everything to follow Jesus, 
including their families and support systems. In 
doing so, Jesus offers them a new family, the fam-
ily of faith. How would your life have to change if 
you had this level of commitment to fellow people 
of faith? What would have to give up and what 
would you gain? 
 
The family of faith is an open family that does not 
require, birth or marriage to be included. Instead, 
the family of faith functions as a group of children 
all adopted by God; taken in, and permanently in-
cluded. The family of faith always has room for 
more and no one is forced to sit at the kids table. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Ben 

Then his mother and his brothers came; 
and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around 
him; and they said to him, “Your mother 
and your brothers and sisters are outside, 
asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who 
are my mother and my brothers?” 34And 
looking at those who sat around him, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my broth-
ers!” Mark 3:31-34 
 
In most cultures, and Jesus' was no exception, 
one's identity is largely determined by their fami-
ly. Like it or not, we are connected to our family 
permanently. This is a legal and biological fact, 
but also makes sense from a survival perspective 
as well. We often turn to family in times of 
struggle or suffering. Even in the hardest times, 
family members help one another and care when 
others won't. This is why the scriptures often lift 
up the needs of the widows, orphans, and 
strangers because they lack the familial support 
others have.  
 
When Jesus tells the disciples they are his true 
family, rather than his biological family it is jolt-
ing. He offers an alternative framework whereby 
faith and discipleship are the primary factors that 
determine whom we are to be committed to. If 

Family of Faith 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

House of Prayer’s Annual Meeting will be 
held Thursday, June 14 at 6:30 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Dinner will be served at 6:00pm. Please 
RSVP for dinner on the attendance card in the bulle-
tin or by calling the Church Office at 612-866-8471. 
 
The booklet of reports and other meeting materials 
will be emailed to members, posted on the church 
website, a few copies will be available to pick up at 
the Information Desk the first week of June. 



House of Prayer Hi Lines 

 

2 

Leadership Ministry Team Update 

President’s Report 

As I write this article, the House of Prayer annual congregational meeting is about a 
month away.  Mark your calendar for Thursday, June 14th.  Dinner is at 6pm with the 
meeting to start at 6:30. The meal will be provided by a free-will offering.  
 
You’ll learn about what’s going on at HOP and where we’re headed for the future.  It’s 
exciting times at House of Prayer. We have a wonderful staff, great volunteers, and 
members that love and take care of HOP...its members and facility.  If you’re interested 
in becoming more involved, please let Pastor Ben or myself know. There’s always room 
for additional volunteers. 
 

At our last Leadership Ministry Team meeting, Pastor Ben led a Bible Study based on John 17.  Jesus 
was asking God for protection of the disciples that they may be as one. You may have heard something 
similar in his sermon on May 13th. God wants us to be of one mind, but in the sense of neighborliness, 
not purity. Purity causes division…pits “us” against “them.” Neighborliness is unity…having respect for 
other people and their opinions, even if they’re not exactly like ours.   
 
The Leadership Ministry team is meeting with Reconciling Works in early June. Reconciling Works be-
gan in 1983 and is a program that recognizes Lutheran congregations, synods, organizations, colleges, 
and seminaries that welcome people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. This is an important 
conversation for us to have together, one which can be had in the spirit of neighborliness and unity.  
Come to the annual meeting on Thursday, June 14th to learn more. 

Scott Wright 
Congregation 

President 

Children, Youth and Family 

Congratulations HOP 2018 High School Graduates! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2014 House of Prayer Confirmation Class included: 
Michael Picha, Josh Anderson, and Brandon Sjostrand. Josh and 
Brandon continue to be HOP members.  They were opponents 
on the field for 4 years, Richfield (Josh) vs Kennedy (Brandon). 
They are friends, fellow confirmands, and will now be team-
mates at Augsburg University.  Our prayers and congratulations 
go to these young men as they graduate. 
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Children, Youth and Family 

 

Summer High School Youth Group 
 

The high school youth decided that summer is no reason 
to stop hanging out together, so this year youth group will 
continue! It won’t be every week, just a couple times each 
month, and have minimal planned activities. The main 
purpose is to keep building community together! The 
dates for summer youth group are May 30, June 6 and 20, 
July 11 and 18, and August 1, 8, and 22. All youth cur-
rently in high school or joining high school next year are 
welcome to come and invite friends!  

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

6/6:          Summer High School  
  Youth Group 
6/14:        Summer Stretch begins!  
        (every Thurs through 8/2) 
6/20:        Summer High School  
     Youth Group 
6/24:        Outdoor Sunday Worship 
                at House of Prayer 
6/26-7/2: National Youth Gathering Trip 
     to Houston 

VBS “Shipwrecked” 

Register now for Vacation Bible School ‒ 
“Shipwrecked” ‒ and discover how Jesus rescues 
us through life's storms! Shipwrecked is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences where 
kids see, hear, and touch! Through games, crafts, 
and Bible adventures, kids will embark on a jour-
ney to discover how we are rescued by Jesus. Pre-
school to elementary age children can register as 
participants and older youth or adults can register 
as volunteers at www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2018 
 
When:    July 23 - 26, 2018 
               Family Dinner: 5:15-5:50 p.m.  
               Program: 6:00-8:15 p.m. 
 
Contact: Heidi Thomas, VBS Director,  
               612-869-5023 or heidit1109@live.com  
               with questions. 

Summer Stretch 

All youth finishing up 5th-9th grade this spring are 
invited to join Summer Stretch on Thursdays in 
June, July, & August. The youth helps serve the 
community in the morning through projects at el-
der care centers, food shelves, parks, and more. In 
the afternoon, they will do a fun activity, like 
bowling, beach, or mini golf. The summer finishes 
with a trip to Valley Fair! If you or someone you 
know is interested in learning more about this pro-
gram, contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523). 

Young Families Get Together 

A few families of children 3 and under are starting 
a small group together to build relationships and 
support one another as parents. The group itself is 
still very young and open to input and ideas. If 
you or a friend are interested in learning more or 
joining this group, please contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). No need 
to be a House of Prayer member to join! 

http://www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2018
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

House of Prayer will 
continue our partnership 
with Second Harvest to 
offer free produce to the 
community (previously called The Gardener’s 
Market) but this summer it will take a new form. 
On July 10, August 14, September 11, and Octo-
ber 9, we’ll be at the parking lot of Season’s Park 
Apartments from 5-7 p.m. In addition to handing 
out free produce, we’ll also have snacks and so-
cial activities for the community to spend some 
time together and get to know our neighbors. Eve-
ryone is invited to come and enjoy the event! If 
you would like to volunteer with handing out pro-
duce or planning the activities, please contact Ka-
ren Steenson (d2ksteenson@gmail.com) or Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Loving Our Literal Neighbors 

Please join us on    
Sunday, June 10 after 
church to help with 
some basic landscap-
ing projects around 
Season’s Park   
Apartments!  

No landscaping experience is needed and all ages 
are welcome to join us. We’ll have lunch available 
for volunteers around noon and then work from 
12:30-3:00 p.m. on a variety of projects. All of 
these will help Aeon – a housing nonprofit that 
recently purchased the apartments – catch up on a 
lot of ignored maintenance needs and create a 
more dignified home for our neighbors. Please 
sign up by June 3 on the attendance card during 
worship or by contacting Ben Whalen 

bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Fourth of July Parade 

House of Prayer will once again be marching in 
the Richfield 4th of July Parade and you’re invited! 
This is a great chance to celebrate with the com-
munity and spread the word about what we’re do-
ing together. Anyone who volunteers to march in 
the parade with us will get a free House of Prayer 
shirt (new design since last year’s parade). We’ll 
be handing out candy and information about our 
church as well as just smiling and wishing people a 
happy holiday. We hope you can join us! To sign 
up, please contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Citizenship Classes Round One 

All spring, 7 community members met on Tues-
day nights with 7 volunteer tutors to prepare for 
the US citizenship test. Many thanks to Paula 
Kiehl and Heidi Thomas for coordinating and 
teaching the course and to all the other folks who 
helped make it happen! The students were ex-
tremely appreciative and hopeful that their newly 
reinforced knowledge will help them in their path 
to become citizens. Currently the wait times to be 
able to take the test are almost a full year so sev-
eral tutors and students were making plans on 
how to keep in touch and continue studying. 

Exact dates have not been set yet, but this course 

will be offered again on Tuesday nights this fall. 
Please spread the word and let Paula know (via 
paula@ecosmarte.com) if you or a friend are in-
terested in joining or volunteering for the next 

round! 

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:paula@ecosmarte.com
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Around House of Prayer 

Summer Bible Study 
Revelation: A Book of Hope 

Join us for Bible study on a book that many find 
confusing and is often misunderstood.  Pastor Ben 
will lead this summer study as requested by our 
members.  The study will be on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30-8:00pm in Parish Hall, begin-
ning  July 11. Contact Pastor Ben at 
bsandin@hoplc.org with any questions. 

Summer Outdoor Worship Service at HOP  
Sunday, June 24 

Join us on Sunday, June 24th at 10:00 am for a combined liturgical and 
ReFuel worship service; there will only be one service this Sunday. 
We’ll enjoy worship outside on the Chicago Avenue lawn. In case of 
bad weather, we’ll move inside.   

Indoor picnic lunch will follow in the Parish Hall. 

Feast at ReFuel 
Sunday, June 3, 11:00 am, Parish Hall 

Come join us for this dynamic worship service and lunch. The topic this 
month is “Sabbath Rest is for Restoration and Freedom”.  

Contact Pastor Ben (bsandin@hoplc.org) if you would like to help prepare 
meals for future FEASTs on July1st or August 5th. 

Outreach Ministry Team Update 

As a mission partner with House of Prayer,   
ISAIAH of MN has been heeding the call to stand 
up for those unjustly called “criminal” when they 
suffer under unjust and oppressive laws.  
 
Several gatherings have been taking place to    
educate Minnesotans about our shared values and 
the stories intersecting our lives. Each of these 
events contributes to the vision that politics can 
unify, rather than divide, communities.  
 
Recently, ISAIAH has been bringing people     
together around issues that affect them where they 
live, and modeling ways to create space for every-
one in a circle of concern. In Minnesota, we stand 
together to solve problems and help one another. 
This is who we are called to be as children of 
God, brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
If you would like to become more involved in the 
work of ISAIAH, please contact Kim Houle at 
612-558-0634. 
  

New Church Directory  
Watch for details about scheduling time to have 
your family portrait taken for our new church   
directory. LifetTouch Photography will be at HOP 
in the late summer / early fall for afternoon and 
evening appointments.  Contact Cara Wright at 
cwright@hoplc.org with questions. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org
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Caring for Creation 
 From the Creation Care Team 

In 1967, three years before the first Earth Day and the creation of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Minnesota Legislature gave authority to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
to begin controlling pollution problems in the state, and to protect the air, waters and land of Minnesota. 
This foresight has made Minnesota a national model for environmental protection and results are obvi-
ous: the air, land and water are cleaner now than they were 40 years ago in spite of a growing population 
and rising industrialization.  

On the local level, Richfield currently participates in the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program, a pro-
gram of the MPCA and its partners. Richfield’s City Council recently approved the application to host a 
Minnesota GreenCorps member to help engage and educate the public in the benefits of organics collec-
tion, landfill waste reduction, and compost regeneration. The GreenCorps member will help establish at 
least two organics drop-off sites in Richfield and will develop and implement a community-wide educa-
tion program about the benefits of organics collection. Watch for more information on this topic.  

House of Prayer’s Creation Care Team members are actively seeking ways to contribute to the care and 
preservation of our environment and specifically to apply information and learn-
ing to House of Prayer’s ongoing eco-friendly actions. If you have ideas and 
thoughts on caring for creation and the environment, please let us know. Current 
Team members are chairperson Karen Steenson, Darlene Clauson, Mary Markes, 
Myrt Thom, Sandy Williams, and Pastor Ben.  
 
Eco-tip: Use a cloth rag or inexpensive wash cloths instead of paper towels. 
You’ll save paper and money 

Around House of Prayer 

Monthly Finance Report 

April income has exceeded expectations and our financial picture is better for the year because of in-
creased offerings that have come in. Thank you to all who continue to financially support House of 
Prayer. We are still projected to end the year with a deficit as income typically decreases as summer  
approaches, but that deficit will be much smaller after a fantastic April. 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
  
 
 
 
 
 
*Ministry 
Income in-
cludes, but is 
not limited to, 
money to 
offset expens-
es, such as 
coffee, youth 
donations, 
retreat offsets, 
flower dona-
tions, and 
advertising 
donations. 

April Financials   
       

 Apr-18 YTD 
  

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue           

Offerings $60,076 $53,430 $438,690 $407,100   

Rental Income $7,990 $3,930 $48,263 $31,010   

Ministry Income* $2,635 $560 $35,742 $9,880   

 $70,701 $57,920 $522,695 $447,990   

       

Expenses $55,608 $51,589 $508,063 $450,077   

       

Net Operating Revenue                   $15,095 $6,331 $14,655 $4,244   
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Christ in Community—Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Increasing our Intercultural Competence 

Our March update shared the results of the collaboration churches’ participation in the IDI (Intercultural 
Development Inventory) assessment. The goal of this exercise was to gain insights concerning intercul-
tural challenges we are facing as congregations and to begin to understand how we perceive and respond 
to cultural differences and commonalities. The results showed that we have room to increase our inter-
cultural competence. 
 
The next step offered individuals that took the assessment the opportunity to meet with Pastor Ben 
Sandin, our IDI facilitator, in a one-on-one conversation to discuss our individual results and provide an 
opportunity to create a development plan to learn more. The Collaboration Team then followed up with 
these individuals to get feedback about the process, what questions remain, and how the Collaboration 
could help going forward.  
 
Many individuals expressed a desire to continue to learn how to further develop their intercultural com-
petence and increase their skills but hadn’t had time to dig into the materials to make a plan or weren’t 
sure how to proceed. The Collaboration Team met again and is working with an IDI consultant to help 
us continue our process. Watch for more opportunities to come with this!   

Intercultural Learning Opportunities 
 

Within Our Congregations: 
Loaves & Fishes Meal – Woodlake, every Sat/Sun night, 
3-5pm / 5-7pm. Help serve a free, nutritious meal to peo-
ple in need. Sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d44a5ab2fa1fa7-woodlake 
Tapestry Worship – Oak Grove, 1st & 3rd Sunday, 5p.m. 
Bilingual Spanish/English worship service & meal 
Landscaping Help at Season’s Park Apartments – 
Meet at House of Prayer, Sunday, June 10, from 12:30-
3:00p.m. All ages. RSVP to Ben Whalen by June 3 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Within Richfield: 
Richfield Farmers Market – Veteran’s Park, every Sat. May 19-Oct 20, 7a.m.-12p.m. http://
www.richfieldmn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/2276/36  
 
Twin Cities Events: 
Midsommar Festival – American Swedish Institute, Mpls. Sat., Jun 7, 10a.m.-5p.m. Celebrate Nor-
dic heritage. https://www.asimn.org/programs-education/events/midsommar-celebration-2018  
Juneteenth Celebration – Hennepin County Libraries, dates thru June. African American celebra-
tion of emancipation from slavery. https://www.hclib.org/about/news/2018/may/juneteenth  
Hmong Freedom Festival - Como Park, St. Paul. Sat, Jun 30 – Sun, July 1, 8a.m.-9p.m. Hmong 
celebration of culture, food, and sports. https://www.visitsaintpaul.com/events-calendar/annual-
hmong-freedom-festival/  
 
Suggested Reading: 
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debbie Irving 
Travel as a Political Act by Rick Steves 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a5ab2fa1fa7-woodlake
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a5ab2fa1fa7-woodlake
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.richfieldmn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/2276/36
http://www.richfieldmn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/2276/36
https://www.asimn.org/programs-education/events/midsommar-celebration-2018
https://www.hclib.org/about/news/2018/may/juneteenth
https://www.visitsaintpaul.com/events-calendar/annual-hmong-freedom-festival/
https://www.visitsaintpaul.com/events-calendar/annual-hmong-freedom-festival/
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Bob & Norita Johnson 06/08/1957 61 years 

Roger & Donna Paulsen 06/10/1955 55 years 

Dick & Janice Kiehl 06/16/1956 62 years 

Don & Antoinette Tuffley 06/17/1961 57 years 

Gerald & Pat Buffington 06/18/1988 30 years 

Don & Dorothy Wiecher 06/30/1951 51 years 

DEATHS with Funerals in May  

Steven Bjurman 01/02/2018 

Edna Dahlstrom 02/07/2018 

Joan Hamrick 03/24/2018 

Linda Johnson 05/08/2018 

Warren Schulz 05/10/2018 

Robert Dahl 05/25/2018 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

15 Years Ago:  HOP Adult Choir 2003 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

