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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them as their 
God; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.” Revelation 21:3-5 

The vision of God’s return will entail complete 
restoration. There will be no more pain, no more 
mourning, and no more death. God’s return will 
bring healing and wholeness for God’s people.  

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of 
life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the 
street of the city. On either side of the river is the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing 
its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are 
for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22:1-2 

The final chapter of Revelation features the heal-
ing imagery of a river that gives life. This image is 
the bookend of the story of creation featured in 
Genesis 2 in the garden of Eden. God’s original 
creation was designed to bring sustaining life to 
God’s people. God’s new or renewed creation will 
also bring life and healing to God’s people.  

The book of Revelation reveals God’s deepest de-
sire is for God’s people to be redeemed and re-
stored. God is the Alpha and Omega and we know 
how the story will end. Our hope lies in a certain 
future. God’s promise is to be with us in this life, 
and to redeem us in life eternal. Thanks be to 
God! 

God’s Peace, Pastor Ben 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 
the Lord God, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty.  
Revelation 1:8 

The book of Revelation has been perhaps 
scrutinized more than any other biblical 
text. Revelation features powerful and 
apocalyptic images that have befuddled 
people of faith for 2,000 years. Minister 
Kelly and I will be team facilitating a bible 
study on Revelation beginning this month. This 
video based series will dig into Revelation and 
help us all better understand this mysterious 
book. I hope you will join us! 

We do learn a lot about Revelation from how it 
begins and how it ends. At the outset, John 
shares God’s word: “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega.” God is the beginning and the end, al-
ways was and always will be. This is good news 
we need to be reminded of time and time again. 
God is with us. God created the world, is present 
with us, and will come again to redeem and re-
store all of creation.  

It is this last point, that God’s mission will be to 
restore and redeem creation that is most confus-
ing in Revelation. Some have misunderstood 
Revelation’s imagery and concluded God’s plan 
centered around violence and judgment. The the-
ology of the Rapture in particular has miscon-
strued the meaning and purpose of Revelation. 
God is the Alpha and Omega, the one who is 
come, and God’s return will be good news for 
God’s people and creation. 

Revelation’s final two chapters offer a glimpse 
of what God’s return will look like and it is a 
vision of hope. 

Revelation Revealed 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Summer Bible Study: Reclaiming Revelation 

Join us for this video Bible study series on Revelation, Wednesday nights 
from 6:30-8:00pm in Parish Hall, for 6 weeks beginning July 11. Sign up on the 
attendance contact Pastor Ben at bsandin@hoplc.org with any questions. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Luther Park Bible Camp  
60th Anniversary Open House 

Saturday, July 14th is a FREE day at camp and 
there’s no registration necessary. Come for outdoor 
worship, led by camp staff at 11am, followed by a 
delicious lunch, swimming/pontoon boating, ice 
cream social and lots of other fun camp activities. 
Check out the new Bethel Family and Adult       
Retreat Center; open this summer! It’s a great     
resource for intergenerational ministry. Find out 
more about it and the open house at:                 
http://www.lutherpark.com/.  

Life in Pieces 

Angela recently introduced me to a TV show, “Life in Pieces”. The premise is a 30-
minute sitcom: four short stories featuring one family. This recipe is great for my 
short attention span, so I’m going to employ a similar approach for this month’s    
article.  

1. AED Refresher – Save a Life 
As noted in my Vice President’s Annual Report, the main task I’m targeting this sum-
mer is a refresher course on AED (Automated External Defibrillator) usage. The 
Richfield Fire Department will provide training at House of Prayer in the next few    

    weeks. Sign-up information will be in an upcoming HOP Weekly E-News.  
 

2. Financial Audit 
During the first five months of 2018, Jo Shoberg, Charley Simonson and I developed a streamlined    
financial audit process for House of Prayer’s income, fund disbursements, and record keeping. Our “dry 
run” was completed in May with no critical issues; we did find a half-dozen procedural items which are 
being corrected. We plan on conducting an audit this fall, so if you’d like to be part of, or learn more 
about the new process, contact the HOP office.  
 
3. Values 
During the annual meeting on June 14, I was reminded how our values influence and affect everything 
we do (and I do) at House of Prayer. The values are:  

· Welcoming 
· Relationships  
· Compassionate Community  
· Openness 

4. The Answer Is… 
I look forward to the children’s sermon. Ben Whalen and team do a great job simplifying the day’s    
sermon message, allowing us big people to better understand. A few weeks ago, Ben asked the kids who 
was the subject of his quiz question that day. When none of them responded, Ben said, “the answer is 
Jesus – it usually is.” That simple phrase says it all, and that message surely helps a guy like me with a 
short attention span! 

Brent King 
Congregation Vice President 

Brent King 
Vice President 

http://www.lutherpark.com/
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Children, Youth and Family 

 

Shareholder Dinner 
 

Everyone who invested in the National Youth Gathering Trip to 
Houston by buying a “share” (or two or three!) is invited to the 
Shareholder Dinner on Monday, July 16. We’ll be serving tasty   
tacos for everyone and taking time to share photos & stories about 
the Gathering and the impact it had on our group. You should have 
already received an invitation via email or letter, but please reach 
out to Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) if you 
contributed to the trip and did not receive the invitation. Thank you 
again to everyone who made the trip possible!  

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

7/2: National Youth Gathering  
       Trip to Houston returns 
7/4: Fourth of July Parade (come 
        march with House of Prayer!) 
7/5: Summer Stretch (and every 
        Thursday through 8/2) 
7/11: Summer high school youth group 
7/13-7/15: Family Mission Trip to Duluth/Superior 
7/16: Shareholder Dinner for National Youth 
         Gathering 
7/18: Summer high school youth group 
7/23-7/26: “Shipwrecked” VBS 
8/1: High school Pool Party 
8/8: High school Lock In 

VBS “Shipwrecked” 

There is still space to register for Vacation Bible 
School – “Shipwrecked” – and discover how Jesus 
rescues us through life’s storms!  

Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Bible-
learning experiences where kids see, hear, and 
touch! Through games, crafts, and Bible adven-
tures, kids will embark on a journey to discover 
how we are rescued by Jesus. Preschool to ele-
mentary age children can register as participants 
and older youth or adults can register as volunteers 
at www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2018. 
 
When:    July 23 - 26, 2018 
               Family Dinner: 5:15-5:50 p.m.  
               Program: 6:00-8:15 p.m. 
 
Contact: Heidi Thomas, VBS Director,  
               612-869-5023 or heidit1109@live.com  
               with questions. 

Summer High School Youth Group 

The high school youth have already played        
capture the flag and gone bowling with more    
activities planned for July. Join us July 11th and 
18th from 6:30-8pm at church for games and time 
to hang out. Then mark your calendars for a pool 
party on August 1 and a summer Lock In on     
August 8! If you haven’t received more info about 
these, please reach out to Ben Whalen.

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2018
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

Join House of Prayer 
on July 10, August 
14, September 11, 
and October 9 from 5
-7 p.m. at the parking 
lot of Season’s Park 
Apartments (951 East 77th St.).  

We’ll be handing out free produce and will have 
some snacks and social activities for the commu-
nity to spend some time together. This event is 
entirely free and everyone is invited to come and 
enjoy!  

If you would like to volunteer with handing out 
produce or planning the activities, please contact 
Karen Steenson d2ksteenson@gmail.com) or Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Thanks for Loving  
Our Literal Neighbors 

A big thank you to all of you that helped out on 
June 10th at Season's Park Apartments, our neigh-
bors to the south of church. 

We were able to plant flowers in 8 large pots, pick 
up quite a bit 
of trash, and 
help hand out 
flyers to all 
the units  in-
cluding info 
about our 
Veggie Table 
there this 
summer! 
These little 
things make 
such a big 
difference!  

Fourth of July Parade 

House of Prayer will once again march in the 
Richfield 4th of July Parade and you’re invited!  

This is a great chance to celebrate with the       
community and spread the word about what we’re 
doing together. To sign up, please contact Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523).  

If you’d like to watch the parade, line up anywhere 
along 70th St between Harriet Ave and 12th Ave 
and make sure to wave when we go by! 

Parking Lot Party - Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 12 

Our annual Parking Lot Party will be 3-6 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 12 this year. Where else can you 
win raffle prizes, play games, eat tasty food, jump 

in a bounce castle, and dunk your pastor all in one 
spot?  

Please mark your calendars and start inviting your 
friends and neighbors.  

If you’d like to volunteer to help make this event 
happen, please contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) . 

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Around House of Prayer 

Feast at ReFuel 
Sunday, July 1, 11:00 am, Parish Hall 

Come join us for this dynamic worship service and lunch. The topic this 
month is “healing and trust.”  

Contact Pastor Ben (bsandin@hoplc.org) if you would like to help 
prepare meals for future FEASTs on August 5th or September 2nd. 

HOP Preschool - A Rich History Gets a Twist 

House of Prayer Preschool has been around for over 50 years (since 1966) and has provided families 
from our community and from within our congregation a quality early childhood education. Let’s keep 
this tradition strong while moving in a new direction. 

About the Director 
My name is Nicole Olson and I’m thrilled to be the Preschool Director for the 
upcoming 2018-2019 school year. My family have been members of House of 
Prayer for almost 3 years and I am excited to step into this new role. I current-
ly hold a Minnesota State teaching license for grades k-8, a Master’s degree 
in Education, a specialized AMI Montessori diploma for ages 2.5-6+ and over 
12 years of experience in both private and public schools. With my back-
ground, I look forward to enriching our offering to include Montessori prac-
tices and time-tested principles for helping children develop and grow in leaps 
and bounds. 

About Montessori 
I’m looking forward to this “Pre-tessori” year as we transition from a traditional preschool to a Montes-
sori-style environment. Montessori education has been around since 1906 and is a child-centered educa-
tional approach. It was developed by Dr. Maria Montessori and is based on scientific observation of 
children ages birth through adult. Montessori education values the whole development of the child – 
physical, emotional, social, and cognitive.  

About the Program 
Children ages 3-5 are welcome to register now for the upcoming year and we will meet T/W/Th from 
9:00-11:30 a.m. starting September 11. We will be open 3 half days a week to start, but look toward ex-
panding our offerings to a full five-day program in the future. Please email me at nolson@hoplc.org for 
more information.  

Thanks for all your support and I look forward to seeing more of God’s children learning and playing at 
House of Prayer.   

Nicole Olson, HOP Preschool Director 

New Church Directory  

Watch for details about scheduling time to have your family portrait taken for our new 
church pictorial directory. LifeTouch Photography will be at HOP from August 8-11 
and September 19-22 for afternoon and evening appointments.  Portrait scheduling be 
available Sunday mornings beginning Sunday, July 15, and on-going 24/7 online.  
Contact Mary Settles-Kroeplin at marysettles_k@yahoo.com or Cara Wright at 
cwright@hoplc.org with questions. 

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
mailto:marysettles_k@yahoo.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org
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What is Eco-Friendly? 
 From the Creation Care Team 

As we care for God’s creation, we connect to current programs regarding our environment and our place 
in it. Eco-Friendly literally means earth-friendly or not harmful to the environment. This term most 
commonly refers to products that contribute to green living or practices that help conserve resources 
like water and energy. Eco-friendly products also prevent contributions to air, water and land pollution. 
We can engage in eco-friendly habits or practices by being more conscious of how we use resources.   

Areas where we can make a difference include (1) Waste: By reducing waste, reusing, and recycling 
items, a reduction in items ending up in landfill is achieved along with a reduced need for replacement 
products. (2) Energy Conservation: Everyone benefits by reducing energy usage and the simplest way 
to do this is by insulating homes to a high standard and using high efficiency heating appliances. (3) 
Tree Planting: Deforestation is a major cause of greenhouse gas increase, and the world needs more 
trees. (4) Pollution Prevention: In addition to avoiding atmospheric pollution, water pollution should 
be prevented and any potentially damaging products avoided. (5) Energy Efficient Products: Using 
energy efficient products is better for the environment and also makes sound financial sense. (6) Buy 
Local Produce: Locally produced food reduces the need for packaging and transport. Growing your 
own is even better. (7) Litter: Litter is bad for wildlife both on land and sea so litter avoidance and re-
moval are good practices. (8) Recycle: Before throwing an item away, consider recycling at a Thrift 
Store, Goodwill, Craigslist, or eBay.   

These are just a few ideas leading to an eco-friendly lifestyle. If you have further 
ideas and thoughts, we would be most interested in hearing your comments. Con-
tact individuals on the Creation Care Team are Karen Steenson, Darlene Clauson, 
Mary Markes, Myrt Thom, Sandy Williams, and Pastor Ben.   
 
Eco-tip: Replace old light bulbs with eco-friendly CFL (compact fluorescent light) 
bulbs. They’re more expensive up front, but they use a quarter of the energy and 
last ten times longer, so the steeper cost will more than pay for itself . 

Around House of Prayer 

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition- Summer Series 

 

Thursdays, July 5 – August 23, 2018; 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
8600 East Bush Lake Road • Bloomington, MN 

Contact: 952-944-6510 
 

 

July 5:  “An Overview of Grief” - Steve Simms 

July 12:  “Energy Healing for Grief” - Karen Morey 

July 19: “Grief and Shame”  - Robert H. Albers Ph.D. 

July 26:  “Family Matters: The Impact of Loss on Family” -Ed Holland 

August 2: “Will I Always Feel This Way?” - Nancy Jo Sullivan 

August 9:  “Wellness During Grief” - Phyllis Bruce 

August 16: “The Greatest of These is Love: Cherishing What Remains” - Nancy Jo Sullivan 

August 23:  “Multiple Loss” - Julie Ditzler 
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Christ in Community—Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Collaboration Worship Service 
 at Veteran’s Park 

Our next opportunity for outdoor worship will be Sunday, 
August 26 at 10am at Veteran’s Park.   

Mark your calendar to come worship with our friends from 
Woodlake and Oak Grove. A picnic lunch will follow.  

Monthly Finance Report 

This month our congregation approved the new fiscal year 2019 budget. This new budget will add     
benevolence giving to our general budget. This change will allow House of Prayer to ensure that we can 
provide consistent support to our ministry partners and bring our collective faith past the walls of the 
church. I look forward to seeing the impact our ministry work has on the community and in our own 
church. 

Our financial picture for the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2018, has continued to improve. We are pro-
jected to end the year with a shortfall of less than $2,000. Thank you for all who have contributed finan-
cially this year to keep House of Prayer financially sound and thank you for all the time, effort, and en-
ergy you have all put in to make House of Prayer a vibrant church community.   

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

*Ministry Income includes, but is not limited to, money to offset expenses, such as coffee, youth donations, retreat offsets, 
flower donations, and advertising donations. 

Around House of Prayer 

May Financials 

 May-18 YTD 

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue 
        

Offerings $34,812 $49,580 $473,502 $505,730 

Rental Income 
$7,060 $3,930 $55,323 $38.870 

Ministry Income* 
$490 $450 $36,232 $10,490 

 
$42,362 $49,580 $565,058 $555,090 

 
    

Expenses 
$56,858 $49,542 $564,921 $551,208 

 
    

Net Operating Revenue 
        (14,496) $38 $136 $3,882 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 

Richfield, MN 55423 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
(612) 866-8471 
E-mail: office@hoplc.org 
Website: www.hoplc.org. 
Pastors: Ben Sandin, Senior Pastor 
 Kelly Sandin, Interim Minister of Faith Formation 
 and Visitation 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Ming Hong & Kristi Liu        07/10/1993    25 years 

Wayne & Gretchen Swenson  07/22/1967    51 years 

Steve & Ann Barnes        07/26/1958    60 years 

 

DEATHS with Funerals in June  

Floyd Peterson 05/18/2018 

Charlotte Johnson 05/29/2018 

C.R. Moen (Buzz) 06/01/2018  

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

40 Years Ago:  1978 House of Prayer Staff 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

