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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

them to whom they were created to be. 

‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my 
youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him 
and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell 
what you own, and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heav-
en; then come, follow me.’ When he 
heard this, he was shocked and went 
away grieving, for he had many posses-

sions.” Mark 10:20-22 

In the story of the rich young man, Jesus discusses 
the transformation a person of wealth must under-
go. The young man had been faithfully following 
the law his entire life and yet Jesus asked for 
more. It was not enough simply to follow the law, 
the young man had to give up what he held most 
dear, his wealth. It isn’t being wealthy that is the 
problem for him, but it is the elevated status 
wealth played in his life which required change. It 
was a challenge to give up what he held most dear 
in order to fully follow Jesus. Being a disciple 
means more than following the law and having the 
right beliefs, being a disciple means submitting 
our lives to God. Being a disciple means putting 
God first. The young man was happy to follow 
God when it was easy, but when it required sacri-
fice, he fell apart.  

To become a disciple, we must give our heart 
and our lives to God, without holding back. It is 
a difficult, sacrificial, arduous road. But it is a 
road which leads to our transformation, growth 
and liberation. A road which leads to the life God 
intended for you, and life which positively im-
pacts the world. I pray that God might grant you 
the strength and courage to follow Christ with 
your entire heart and life, knowing that neither 
your ability nor inability to become a true disciple 
will change your salvation, but through God’s 
grace you have been afforded the opportunity to 
live a life of significance and meaning. 

God’s Peace,  
Pastor Ben 

What does it take to be a follower of 
Jesus? What does it mean to be a disci-
ple of the crucified and risen Jesus?  

I have been thinking about these ques-
tions deeply over the past several years. 
As a pastor, it is my job, my calling, to 
empower and enable people to become 
followers of Jesus. So what is a disciple 
and how do you know if you meet one? 
Put another way, would a stranger be 
able to tell, by looking at your life, that you 
were a Jesus follower? 

This is a tough question which causes us to deep-
ly examine our lives and most likely repent and 
seek forgiveness. Lutherans in particular, have 
difficulty understanding discipleship. We know 
that being a good person and making Godly de-
cisions are not what achieves and maintains our 
relationship with God. It is only through God’s 
amazing gift of grace and love, and not by our 
own doing, that we can be in relationship with 
God. Yet being convinced of our sinfulness does 
not excuse us from the path of discipleship.  

It is not enough for us simply to accept the gift 
of grace and believe the right things about Jesus. 
(Well in a sense this is enough, at least in regard 
to our salvation.) God expects us and needs us to 
be agents of grace and peace in the world, to be 
God’s hands and feet, to share the love of Christ 
with a hurting and suffering world. We cannot 
make this kind of impact unless our lives be-
come transformed, sanctified, and prepared by 
God’s love and grace. We cannot become these 
kinds of people without growth, change, and dis-
cipline. 

Being a disciple is an important and most neces-
sary calling. Being a disciple of Jesus requires 
work and effort. Being a disciple of Jesus re-
quires us to make sacrifices and live lives that 
are different from those around us. Jesus was 
constantly challenging his would-be followers to 
change their lives, to allow God to transform 

Following Jesus 

Pastor Ben Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Associate Pastor Call Process Update 

After the forum on November 18th, the LMT compiled the input from the congregation. 
We received overwhelming support for Minister Kelly and an expressed need for addi-
tional pastoral leadership at HOP. Concerns were raised about the ability to fund a 
fulltime position. More than 50 families committed to raise their pledge in order to help 
pay for the additional expense of the Associate Pastor position. With input from Jo 
Shoberg, Financial Administrator, and Charley Simonson, HOP treasurer, the LMT de-
cided that in order to be fiscally responsible, that we should adjust the position to be ¾ 
time rather than full-time. The LMT then approved the 
formation of a call committee.  The call committee in-
cludes the following members:  Scott Wright, Monica 

Dorow, Brent King, Jon Lankey, Karen Amezcua, and Tom Haffley. 

The call committee met with John Hulden, Assistant to the Bishop of the 
Minnepolis Area Synod in  January. We then conducted an interview with 
Minister Kelly, and have followed up with her references. The call com-
mittee will make a recommendation to the LMT to move forward with the 
call at their meeting on January 24th. Watch the Community News in the 
bulletin and the online weekly E-News for continued updates.   

Scott Wright,  
HOP President 
 

Scott Wright 

Monthly Finance Report 

The December financial report brings us to the midpoint of the fiscal year, and we are happy to report 
that income is slightly above our budgeted expectations and expenses are a little lower to date. Christ-
mas and end of year giving were higher than expected this year. The congregation was very generous, 
and those gifts are greatly appreciated!   

Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
 

  December Financials 

 Dec 2018 YTD   

            Actual    Budget           Actual    Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 64,561 55,000 277,142 280,000   

     Rental Income 4,555 6,630 36,520 34,910   

     Ministry Income 1,621 540 4,395            2,510   

Total Revenue 70,737 61,900 318,057 317,420   

       

Total Expenditures 54,531 56,711 317,052   327,719   

       

Net Operating Revenue 16,207 5,189 1,005 -10,299   
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Around House of Prayer 

Bible Study: Book of Job 

Come to House of 
Prayer at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 
We will gather 
these days in    
February to discuss 
the Book of Job.  

No fees; no books 
to buy. Intern pas-
tor Deanna Bassett 
will lead us 
through: 

 

You may choose to read these Job chapters before 
you come, or follow along during our time togeth-
er. Either way, may we all be moved by the living 
Word of God! 

2/6/19   – God Speeches (Chapters 38-41) 

2/13/19 – Epilogue (Chapter 42) 

2/20/19 – The Meaning of the Book of Job 

Ready for a Challenge? 
Take the Discipleship Challenge 

Pastor Ben wrote The Discipleship Challenge sev-
eral years ago as a way to help people form spir-
itual habits. The Discipleship Challenge takes 
place during Lent (Ash Wednesday is March 6) 
and offers a daily schedule for spiritual discipline 
that will strengthen your prayer life, broaden your 
biblical literacy, help you be more generous with 
your time and money, and deepen your relation-
ship with God and close friends.  

Sign up on the attend-
ance card or email Pas-
tor Ben at 
bsandin@hoplc.org to 
reserve a copy of the 
book!  

The cost of the book is 
$10 and all proceeds 
will fund our Lenten 
mission project 
through Lutheran 
World Hunger.  

Women’s Grief and Resiliency Dinner 

An evening of learning, support, and fellowship has been planned for all the women of House of Prayer 
who have experienced the death of a partner. This evening will offer the opportunity to strengthen cur-
rent relationships and provide space to create new ones, too.  

Please join your sisters in Christ on Monday, February 11, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
You will hear from our guest speaker, Rev. Catherine Duncan, on the topic of Grief and Resiliency from 
5-6 p.m. followed by a catered dinner. 

Thanks to the support and contribution of the House of Prayer 
Foundation, there will be no cost for this event. 

To RSVP, please call the House of Prayer office at 612-866-8471 or 
email Minister Kelly Sandin at ksandin@hoplc.org by February 4. 

Rev. Catherine Duncan, MA, is an Integrative Spiritual Consultant. 
Catherine has worked extensively in the areas of chronic illness, life 
transitions, grief, loss and finding meaning and purpose. Catherine 
is an Ordained Minister with the United Church of Christ, certified 
spiritual director, chaplain, energy healer, tapping (EFT) practition-
er, and works with mind-body therapies and aromatherapy. She 
served for many years as a hospice chaplain and now works with 
Newbridge Health & Wellness and in private practice. Visit her 
website at www.learningtolive.org 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
http://www.learningtolive.org
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Richfield’s Organics Recycling Program 
From the Creation Care Team 

Richfield’s new organics recycling program, mentioned in December’s Hi-Lines, currently has more 
than 527 residents participating. Rachel Lindholm, program coordinator and Minnesota Green Corps 
member, says “The Richfield community has truly embraced the organics recy-
cling program.” The city has added multiple pickups of organic materials due 
to the enthusiastic participation of Richfield residents. Organics recycling in 
Richfield lines up with Hennepin County’s goal of curbside organics pickup 
for businesses by 2020 and residential properties by 2022. 

The Creation Care team is pleased to announce that Rachel Lindholm has 
agreed to join us Sunday, February 17, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service 
and prior to the 11:00 ReFuel service in the Narthex. She will bring a variety 
of information with her and is prepared to answer any questions you might 
have.  
 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us, stop by, and visit this Creation Care event Sunday, February 
17, as we continue to care for God’s bountiful and beautiful earth.  

Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

On February 7th, we will be discussing: The Alice 
Network by Kate Quinn. On March 7th, we will 
be discussing: What Alice Forgot by Leann Mori-
arity. We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Confer-
ence Room.  All are welcome! 

Wednesday Night  
Lenten Bible Study 

March 13, 2019 - March 27, 2019 

As we journey through the season of Lent, it is a 
privilege to have Professor Kathryn Schifferdecker 
lead us in a three-week long Bible study on the 
“Psalms as Tools for Prayer.” Please join us begin-
ning Wednesday, March 13, 2019 from 6:30-7:30 
PM in the downstairs Fellowship Hall.  

“The Psalms have been used in prayer and liturgy 
for thousands of years. They are prayers of the 
heart - honest prayers of joy, grief, anger, praise, 
and trust. Come study the Psalms through poetry, 
music, and art and learn how to pray with the 
saints through the ages.” 

There is no cost for this study, however a Bible 
and a notebook are suggested. All are welcome!  

Kathryn Schifferdecker is a 
professor of Old Testament at 
Luther Seminary and an or-
dained Lutheran pastor. She 
has written extensively on the 
book of Job and is currently 
working on a commentary on 
the book of Esther. She and 
her family enjoy gardening, 
hiking, and camping. 

House of Prayer Fellowship Group 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

9:00 a.m. • House of Prayer Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker– Mr. Louie Larson, HOP member 

All Brothers & Sisters are invited for fellowship – 
devotion, speaker, meet, greet, chit-chat, and re-
freshments. The speaker’s subject is “2009 Mili-
tary Vehicle Transcontinental Convoy, from 
Washington D. C. to San Francisco.” The convoy 
included a variety of war-time motor vehicles car-
rying war supplies and equipment, as well as men 
and officers. Other convoy procedures, details and 

conditions will 
be discussed. 
For more infor-
mation call 
Noel Sagness 
at 612-866-
0833. 
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

2/1:   Deadline to sign up for  
         Family Mission Trip 2019 
2/3:   Sunday School – A Storm 
         AND children sing at 11:00 
         FEAST service 
2/6:   Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
2/9:   Parents with Young Children small group 
2/10: Sunday School – A Storm AND Luther Park 
         Camp Sunday 
2/13: Youth Service Project – TP for VEAP 
2/17: Sunday School – The Sower 
2/20: Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
2/24: Sunday School – The Sower AND  
         Shareholder Fundraiser Begins 
2/27: Youth Night – Sledding or other games  
         (weather dependent) 

Shareholder Fundraiser 

This summer the high school youth are going on a 
mission trip to Chicago, and children of all ages 
will be attending camp at Luther Park.  

Starting February 24, we’re inviting each of you to 
join in these important events by investing in a 
“share” of them. Everyone who buys a share will 
receive periodic updates as we prepare for both 
events and will also be invited to a dinner at the 
end of summer to hear more from the youth who 
participate. Your investment helps make these im-
portant experiences possible!  

We will have a table during coffee hour on Sunday 
mornings or you can reach out to Ben Whalen if 
you have more questions (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 
612-500-9523).  

Luther Park Summer Camp 

All children in grades 1-12 are invited to Luther 
Park Bible Camp in Danbury, WI for a week of 
camp this summer! (or half week for younger 
kids). We will all attend together July 21-26 and 
enjoy a week full of swimming, games, Bible 
study, music, campfires, and more.  

This year we are cutting the cost of camp in 
HALF to make sure money doesn’t stop anyone 
from this fun and faith-building experience.  

Staff from camp will be in church on February 10 
to share more details or you can talk to Ben 
Whalen for more info (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 
612-500-9523).  

 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

Assessible Housing & Tenant Surveys 

The Richfield Community Housing Team continues to meet regularly and 
reach out to new people. Currently, one part of the team is working with the 
city to make sure that affordable housing is also accessible for people with dis-
abilities. Another part of the team is working with VEAP (Volunteers Enlisted 
to Assist People) to survey tenants about their experiences renting in the area 
so that we can collect more local data that informs our continued work.  

If you’d like to help with either of these initiatives or learn more about the 
housing team, please contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-

Update from House of Prayer Preschool 

House of Prayer Preschool is growing and enrolling for 
fall 2019! We will continue our Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday 9-11:30 a.m. schedule this upcoming fall and 
will accept children ages 3-5.  

Our classroom will continue to transition from a tradition-
al preschool to a Montessori environment and hopes to 
expand days and hours of operation in 2020.  

Watch House of Prayer communications for Open House 
information and visit our website at www.hoplc.org/
preschool.  
 
Nicole Olson 
Preschool Director 

Children, Youth and Family 

Learn Spanish with Tapestry 

Tapestry, a local bilingual Lutheran Church 
and one of our mission partners, is once again 
offering Spanish classes at multiple levels!  

Monday evenings from 6-8 p.m. at Oak Grove 
Lutheran’s building (7054 Lyndale Avenue 
South in Richfield) you can join to learn a lan-
guage and connect with Spanish speakers learn-
ing English at the same time. Beginners wel-
come and cost is on a sliding scale.  

Contact Lidia for more information 
(lidia@oakgrovelutheran.org or 612-869-
4917). 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org/preschool
http://www.hoplc.org/preschool
mailto:lidia@oakgrovelutheran.org
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

In the Community 

Worship & Music Director  
Position Open at Woodlake 

Position Overview: Woodlake 
Lutheran Church offers an op-
portunity to provide musical 
leadership and artistic talent to a 
congregation in Richfield, MN.  

The Worship and Music Director is responsible for 
directing musical groups, assisting in planning wor-
ship services, maintaining musical instruments, and 
managing the music budget. The position also in-
cludes the opportunity to engage with individuals 
from a variety of ages including children, youth 
and families. 

To Apply Please, 
Submit your resume and cover letter. 
Provide three references, one reference being from 
your most recent employment or ministry. 
Please submit these materials to: Julia Skowronski, 
Office Administrator, 
jskowronski@woodlakechurch.org.  
Full job description available online at: http://
woodlakechurch.org/about-us/woodlake-news/  

Socializing Adult Lutherans  
Together (SALT) 

The February event will be a Feed My Starving 
Children (FMSC) packing event followed by a 
potluck supper. FMSC is a Christian non-profit 
that provides nutritionally complete meals spe-
cifically formulated for malnourished children. 
Meal ingredients are purchased with donations, 
volunteers' hand-pack the meals, meals are do-
nated to FMSC food partners around the world, 
where kids are fed, and lives are saved. Further 
information can be found in their website: 
www.fmsc.org. Children are welcome at this 
event, but must be at least 5 years old, and ac-
companied by an appropriate number of adults. 
The packing event is scheduled from 2-4 PM on 
Saturday, February 16th, at 990 
Lone Oak Rd, Suite 136 in Ea-
gan. The potluck supper will be 
at Woodlake afterwards from 
5:30 to 7:30 PM in the Fireside 
Room. To sign up or get more 
information contact Scott 
Dahlquist at (612) 919-9232 or 
at sjaadahlquist@comcast.net. 

Winter Concert Recording: Carols We Love to Sing 

Carry on the Christmastime cheer, and join the National Lutheran Choir’s live concert recording of Car-
ols We Love to Sing. Audience members will have the opportunity to both listen to National Lutheran 
Choir perform special arrangements of carols and participate in the recording session by singing along 
to popular congregational hymns.  

Carols We Love to Sing will be the third volume in the popular Hymns We Love to Sing CD series. 
During the concert, Dr. Cherwien may need to repeat selections, which will allow audience members to 
experience the National Lutheran Choir’s  recording process first hand. After the Winter Concert Re-
cording session, the CD will be curated, produced, and made available on our Recording Shop 
(NLCA.com/shop). The first two Volumes of Hymns We Love to Sing, released in 2005  
and 2010, are available today at NLCA.com/shop.   

Sunday, February 10, 4:00pm  Tickets: Adult $28 | Senior $26 | Students and Children FREE  
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  For tickets and more information,  
9201 Normandale Boulevard   please visit NLCA.com/18-19season or call (612) 722-2301.     
Bloomington, MN 55437  

Tickets will be available at the door on the day of the concert- please check NLCA.com for the latest 
ticket information. Group discounts are available for groups of 10 or more. Contact the NLC office at 
612-722-2301 for more information.  

mailto:jskowronski@woodlakechurch.org
http://woodlakechurch.org/about-us/woodlake-news/
http://woodlakechurch.org/about-us/woodlake-news/
mailto:sjaadahlquist@comcast.net
NLCA.com
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Andy & Betty Henrickson      02/03/1945    74 years 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in November 

Beatrice Videen 12/22/2018 

Judith Houdek 01/18/2019 

 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

10 Years Ago:   2009 Youth Bell Ringers:  
How many can you identify?   

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

