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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

because a situation may seem desperate 
or bleak God can and will bring redemp-
tion and transformation.  Zechariah has 
lost hope and asks for a sign.  The angel 
silences him and he is then unable to 
speak until after the child is born.   

When we lose hope and cannot believe in 
the promises and presence of God, we 
live in a silent and devoid world.  We can                

no longer hear God’s voice or receive the 
good news. Hope is not wishful thinking or       
naïve.  Biblical hope, a God-filled hope, is the  
belief that God can and will turn suffering into 
redemption, a belief that despite all outward ap-
pearances God will heal a broken world, a belief 
that God’s love is stronger than hatred or division 
or greed or anything else that divides us.  Hope is 
a choice to believe despite the evidence to contra-
ry, and despite the long and arduous wait.   

Zechariah lost hope in the midst of waiting.  He 
lost hope waiting for a messiah and could no long-
er see what God was up to.  I pray that we all 
might maintain hope and reminder Paul’s words: 

We also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and endurance pro-
duces character, and character produces hope, 
and hope does not disappoint us. Romans 5:3-5 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I 
know that this is so? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is getting on in years.”  
Luke 1:18 

As we enter the season of Advent and 
take time to reflect upon what the birth of 
Jesus means for us today, it is natural to 
re-read the scriptural accounts.  Some 
stories we know well, while others are 
far too often overlooked.  The story of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth is vitally important to 
the story of Jesus, because of the divine action in 
the birth of John the Baptist. 

Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were consid-
ered “righteous” and “blameless” before the 
Lord (1:6), despite not being able to have chil-
dren.  The scriptures tell us that Zechariah had 
prayed to God for a child (1:13) but they in their 
advanced age were childless.  As a temple priest, 
Zechariah would have been seen as a leader in 
the community but because they had no children 
there would have been some people who would 
have questioned Zechariah and Elizabeth’s faith-
fulness to God.  In those days (and today) chil-
dren were seen as a blessing from God.  But it 
was also true that not having children was a 
point of shame and disgrace, particularly for 
Elizabeth (the women always get blamed!) 
(1:25).   They may have prayed for years for a 
child and yet nothing changed.   

When the angel comes to Zechariah with the 
news that he will have a son who will be an in-
strument of God’s work, he should have been 
thrilled. After all, God heard the prayer and was 
delivering.  Instead Zechariah responds with 
doubt and disbelief.  “How will I know this is 
so?” (1:18). He is asking for a sign from God in 
order to believe.  If anyone should be able to 
have faith or believe in the mysterious ways of 
God it should be a priest or religious leader.  But 
Zechariah has lost hope. He has lost a sense that 
with God all things are possible; that just        
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Investing in House of Prayer’s Future 

Thank you to those who attended the forum between services on November 18th to dis-
cuss the possibility of calling an Associate Pastor to House of Prayer. The LMT appre-
ciated the discussion and feedback. If you would still like to submit comments or ask 
questions, please contact President, Scott Wright (scott.wright@horacemann.com), HR 
Chair, Monica Dorow (monicadorow@gmail.com), or Treasurer, Charley Simonson 
(charleysimonson@hotmail.com). The LMT will meet on Tuesday, December 4 to dis-
cuss feedback from the congregation and determine next steps.  In case you missed the 
meeting or letter that was sent, copies of the Associate Pastor job description and letter 
are available in the church office. 

Have you seen some gains in your portfolio this year?  Please consider a special holiday 
offering or other ways to support HOP financially this year. For example, if you are over 70 1/2 years 
old, have an IRA and are required to make Required Minimum Distributions, you may be able to make a 
distribution to House of Prayer directly from your IRA. The amount contributed to House of Prayer is 
counted against your Required Minimum Distribution amount and may result in lowering your taxable 
income, lowering the amount of your Social Security being taxed and increasing your medical itemized 
deductions because of having lower income. The amount received by House of Prayer can be credited 
against your pledge or given as a special gift above your pledge.  Consult your tax or financial advisor 
to see if any of this applies to you.  Of course, any gift you make to House of Prayer is appreciated. 

As we anticipate the birth of the Christ child, I ask God to help us remember the reason for the season.  
Thanks be to God! 

Merry Christmas. 
Scott Wright, HOP President 

Scott Wright 

Christmas Worship Services 

4th Sunday of Advent: Sunday, December 23 
9:30am - liturgical worship / 11am ReFuel 

Christmas Eve: Monday, December 24 
2:00pm -ReFuel / 4:00pm - liturgical worship 

Christmas Day: Tuesday, December 25 
No worship services 

Poinsettia Garden 

Consider honoring your loved ones by contributing 
to the flowers in our sanctuary for Christmas or     

giving a special Christmas gift. 

Complete the form available in the church bulletin or 
E-News and return it in the offering plate or to Jo 

Shoberg’s box in the church office with payment by 
Sunday December 9, 2018. 

Designate a red or white poinsettia ($10/each) and/or 
special gift amount (to worship, discipleship, com-
munity engagement or youth/family) along with an 

honorary/memorial message. 
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Around House of Prayer 

Advent Candle Lighting 

At the start of both worship 
services during the Advent 
season (Dec. 2 – Dec. 23), we 
will be lighting a candle (or 
candles) on the Advent wreath 
in the sanctuary and for the 
ReFuel service.  

You and your family are en-
couraged to sign up at the   
Information Desk. There will 
be a small speaking part that 
accompanies the lighting of the candle. Instruc-
tions will be provided the week before. Contact 
Phil Mennicke or Pastor Ben with questions. 

Festival of Carols 
Sunday, December 16, 9:30 am 

The annual Festival of Carols service will be held 
on December 16 at 9:30 am. Come enjoy this  
grand and very worshipful tradition in celebrating 
the coming, birth and life of our Lord and Savior.  

Financial Report - End of Year Giving 

As the year winds down we find ourselves focusing on celebrating Christmas and 
spending time with family, but December also brings about time to think about 
end of year giving and tax planning.  We ask that you prayerfully consider a year-
end gift to House of Prayer as you look to maximize your end of year charitable 
contributions and tax deductions.   

We have done great work at HOP and in the community over the year and have exciting initiatives in 
place to continue that work.  General donations are always graciously accepted to give the greatest flexi-
bility for our congregation and staff to keep House of Prayer moving forward.  You can also designate a 
year-end gift to Youth and Family, Community Engagement, Discipleship, or Worship Funds.   

Lastly, as we look back over 2018, now is also a great time to simply say “thank you!”  Whether you 
give of your time, your money, or add to the spirit of the Church by faithfully showing up for prayer and 
worship, you are a valued member of the congregation and all that you give is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
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Richfield City Council Offers Organics Recycling 
From the Creation Care Team 

Richfield recently began a pilot program that offers free organics recy-
cling at two locations. The city will pick up organics at Hope Church, 
7132 Portland Avenue and Wood Lake Nature Center, 6710 Lake Shore 
Drive. Recycled organics include food scraps, paper and other composta-
ble material, which is turned into soil, instead of sending it to a landfill. 
 
Interested Richfield residents or individuals who would like further in-
formation can check out www.richfieldmn.gov/organics to register and 
then pick up green compostable bags at either of the two sites. The pro-
gram was partly funded by a $15,000 grant from Hennepin County. The 
county wants to require organics pickup at residential properties by 2022.  
 
Members of the Creation Care Team encourage you to join us as we rec-
ognize our biblical responsibility to care for all of God’s creation.   
 
Eco-tip: 
Reduce waste: Look for groceries with the least amount of packaging, or 
those with recyclable packaging. Switch to napkins or cloths that have 
the “recycled” label on them, or purchase reusable kitchen cloths to 
help reduce paper towel waste altogether.  

Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

On December 6th, we will be 
discussing: The 100 Year-Old 
Man Who Climbed Out the 
Window & Disappeared by 
Jonal Jonasson.  

We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Conference Room. 

 All are welcome! 

Let’s Visit 

Would you like a visitor from one of our pastoral 
staff members? While we often hear of needs 
within the congregation, sometimes we are una-
ware of the needs within our family of faith.  

Pastor Ben or Minister Kelly would be happy to 
visit any of our members or friends who would 
like a pastoral visit. These visits could be health 
related but could be for any reason. Contact the 
church office via telephone 612-866-8471 or Pas-
tor Ben via email bsandin@hoplc.org.  
 

Fall Festival Thank You 

Thank you to everyone for  
making the 2018 Fall Festival 
another successful craft sale 
event at House of Prayer. The 
festival planning team will be 
meeting to go over the final 
numbers sometime after the 
first of the year. We’ll keep 
you updated! 

http://www.richfieldmn.gov/organics
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

12/2: Sunday School – Prep for 
         children’s Christmas  
         Program 
12/5: Intergenerational Advent:  
         The Birth of Jesus 
12/9: Sunday School – Prep for children’s  
         Christmas Program 
12/12: Intergenerational Advent: The Magi 
12/15: Children’s Christmas Program Dress  
           Rehearsal 
12/16: Children’s Christmas Program 
12/19: Youth Group Christmas Party 
12/23: No Sunday School 
12/26: No Youth Group 
12/30: No Sunday School 

Summer 2019 - Save the Dates 

Please mark your calendars for these exciting op-
portunities next summer! 

Contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612
-500-9523) for more information.  
 

 

Intergenerational Advent 

Even if you missed our first week, please join us 
on December 5th and 12th from 6:30-8:00pm for 
Intergenerational Advent! There will be skits, 
games, and more activities to explore the stories of 
Jesus’ birth, the shepherds & angels, King Herod, 
and the Magi. Hope to see you there! 

Children’s Christmas Program 

The Sunday School children have already been 
rehearsing the music and acting for this year’s 
Christmas Program. Please join us at the 11:00 
worship service on December 16th to see and hear 
their program! It will be a great reminder of what 
the Christmas season is all about. 

Three Kings Celebration  

MIRA will be host-
ing a celebration for 
El Dia de los Reyes 
(Three Kings Day) 
on Friday, January 
4, 2019, from 5-
7pm at HOP in the 
Fellowship Hall. All 
are welcome to come for treats, crafts and pre-
sents. Contact Ben Whalen with questions. 
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In the Community 

Citizenship Classes Thankful Potluck 

On November 19, a Potluck was hosted to celebrate the closing of another session for our Citizenship 
Classes. With the Thanksgiving Holiday so near we thought it would be fun for all our students, tutors 
and all their families to share a “Thanksgiving” meal. Everyone was encouraged to bring food from 
their heritage to share. It was a fun night with a great game of civics bingo and great food. It was also a 
great chance to strengthen our relationships. After students and tutors had spent 10 weeks getting to be 
friends and neighbors while preparing for the United States Citizenship Test and Interview, we were 
able meet and get to know each other’s families.  

 
We thank all our gifted tutors for 
their time, wisdom and kindness. 
We wish all the student the best 
of luck on their tests and will stay 
in touch to let us know how their 
lives are going.  
 
We are looking at dates for our 
next session. Please contact Paula 
Kiehl (paula@ecosmarte.com) if 
you’d like more info about attend-
ing or helping with class. 

Update from House of Prayer Preschool 

House of Prayer Preschool has recently purchased several new Montessori materials thanks to a gift 
from the House of Prayer Foundation! The children love using these materials and we look to continue 
to add more throughout the year. 

Montessori classrooms help children become independent 
and follow their own individual learning needs. These materi-
als are specially designed for children ages 3-5 years old and 
love to be repeated by the children. Montessori education also 
focuses on peace education, helping the child cultivate peace 
in their world.  

Want to learn more about Montessori education? Visit these 
websites: 

www.mariamontessori.com 
www.amiusa.org/parents-families  
www.montessori-ami.org  

Nicole Olson 
Preschool Director 

Children, Youth and Family 

mailto:paula@ecosmarte.com
http://www.mariamontessori.com
http://www.amiusa.org/parents-families
http://www.montessori-ami.org
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In the Community 

Thank You Painters 

In October, several HOP 
folks helped paint the hall-
ways at Season’s Park 
Apartments, our neighbors 
to the south. This is part of 
an ongoing partnership with 
Aeon, a housing nonprofit 
who owns the buildings. If 
you’re interested in helping 
with opportunities like this 
or working on local policies 
to address the need for af-
fordable housing, please 
contact Ben Whalen.

LSS Supported Living Services Program 

House of Prayer is partnering with Lutheran Social Service (LSS) by sponsoring two group homes for 
people with disabilities in our neighborhood. Mi Casa, which is located at 70th Street and 12th Avenue 
and My House, which is located at 76th Street and Park Avenue. The LSS program, Supported Living 
Services (SLS), provides shared living in comfortable homes that are supported by professional staff. 
Individuals in SLS homes share a home with two to four roommates. Each person has their own bed-
room with other living spaces shared to offer opportunity to socialize and develop friendships. LSS de-
signs support so that each person can live as independently as possible in a safe environment. Individu-
alized planning includes personal development goals, daily activities, safety concerns, and community 
activities designed to meet the unique needs, hopes, and dreams of each person. These homes are staffed 
24/7. 

LSS recognizes the importance of feeling connected so LSS works to make connections with those who 
live nearby. Sponsoring these two group homes is a great way for House of Prayer to reach out to our 
neighbors. People who receive these services can benefit from integration into our community. Some 
ideas of things we can do to help are: 

• Drivers to take individuals to church or community events 
• Friends to visit for coffee, games, watching 

sports, etc. 
• Sending cards for birthdays and special times 
• Gift Cards to give as gifts to individuals as they 

participate in the community 
• Parties to celebrate Christmas, other holidays, 

Ice Cream social 
• Yard work and landscaping, painting 
• Financial gifts 
• Going for a walk, bringing a pet, crafts, cooking 

a meal, learning to play the guitar 

There are many ways we can assist the staff at these 
two homes. We need volunteers to make this hap-
pen. Please sign up at the information desk or send 
me an e-mail: Jean Robbins at cjrobbins@visi.com. 

Northern Winds Holiday Concert 
Sunday, December 9th - 4:00pm 

Woodlake Lutheran Church, 7525 Oliver Ave  

Northern Winds Concert Band 
is celebrating our 40th Anniver-
sary. We are made up of 50 mu-
sicians ranging in age from the 
9th grade to 90 years of age. 
Our concert calendar consists of nearly 20 con-
certs throughout the Twin Cities area. Please join 
us for a Holiday Concert featuring Christmas 
songs as well as a sing along and the story of the 
"Nutcracker Suite." For more information, please 
contact Joe Speakman - 612-414-4426 
or musicmanjjs@aol.com.  

mailto:cjrobbins@visi.com
mailto:musicmanjjs@aol.com
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Harold & Judy Peterson         12/12/1964    54 years 

Ernie & Jeanne Lindstrom      12/30/1960    58 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in November 

Al Ludvigson 11/24/2018 

 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

50 Years Ago: 1968 Christmas Service 
 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
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