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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

The obvious answer is no, but what does it 
look like to make our day-to-day lives into “mini 
mission trips” where we share God’s love and ser-
vice with others? How will that love and care per-
meate how you treat your parents, siblings, and 
children? Can the service we offer to strangers dur-
ing a mission trip be something we also offer the 
acquaintance we see at school or work? Will setting 
aside a week or weekend once a year for service to 
God impact what our schedules look like the rest of 
the year? 

Personally, these challenges are one of the reasons I 
am hugely thankful for the work our congregation 
does in our community. In between those mission 
trips, our congregation restarted “The Veggie Ta-
ble” to give away free produce and meet our neigh-
bors. We marched in the Fourth of July parade to 
celebrate with our whole community. We have on-
going outreach groups who regularly serve at shel-
ters, group homes, schools, and more. These local 
acts of service and connection serve to ground us 
year-round in the embrace of God’s love, grace, and 
service that is so present during mission trips but 
can fade quickly when we return home. 

My hope and prayer for you this month is that 
God’s call to love our neighbor and serve others 
would invade your heart, mind, and schedule in 
new ways. Where will your “mini mission trip” 
lead you? 

In late June and mid-July, I had the oppor-
tunity to lead House of Prayer folks first 
on a High School Mission Trip to Chicago 
and then on a Family Mission Trip to Su-
perior. In both cases we worked with local 
organizations who had been serving their 
communities for decades and we support-
ed those efforts to feed the hungry, care 
for children, nurture gardens, and beautify 
local parks. On both trips we talked about 
what it looks like to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, connect with those who seem 
different than us, and live out our faith in 
acts of service. 

Matthew 25:40 “And the Lord will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.’” 

Then, at the end of both trips, we came home 
and went our own ways. Is our mission over? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Trips 

Ben Whalen 
Director of Youth  

Ministry & Community 
Engagement 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Tell Them 

I want to revisit House of Prayer’s Values again this month and was considering how 
to make the message “stick”.  I thought back to a phrase one of my work mentors 
would say: 

• “Tell them what you will tell them” 

• “Tell them” 

• “Tell them what you just told them” 

So, (SPOILER ALERT), here’s what I’m   
going to “tell.” HOP is gathering of God's  
people who value: 

• Welcoming 

• Relationships 

• Compassionate Community, and 

• Openness 

Why do I list these values?  Because I think they are the bed-
rock of our congregation; these values are woven into every 
ministry, worship, outreach, mission and service we do.  (I 
guess that’s the “tell them” part). 

Ever since we worked together to establish – and understand – these values, I’ve found them to be my 
compass at HOP.  If I find ever find myself wondering “why this?” or “why that?”, I can return to these 
cornerstones and be reminded who we are, and why we are together as a faith community.  You can  
always find these values posted in our narthex; they literally are our cornerstones. 

To close—my message this month is about HOP’s values.  That’s all I had to tell! 

Brent King, Congregation President 

Brent King  
President 

Visit the Open House & Enroll Now  

House of Prayer Preschool begins Tuesday, September 10! We are looking 
for more children to join our room. Children ages 3-5 are welcome to register 
for our class that meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9-11:30 
a.m. Scholarships are available! If you know of someone who is interested, 
please email nolson@hoplc.org or call 612-861-7110. 
 
Join us for an OPEN HOUSE on Saturday, August 10, from 1-3 p.m. Every-
one is welcome – invite your neighbors and friends! See the preschool space, 
meet the director, and enjoy refreshments.  
 
Nicole Olson 
Preschool Director 
612-861-7110 / nolson@hoplc.org 

HoP Preschool Update 

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

VEAP Donate & Do Diaper Drive 

VEAP has a program called “Donate and Do,” 
which involves collecting diapers over a certain 
period of time and then providing volunteers to 
repackage the diapers for distribution to families 
in need. The VEAP Collaboration Team, with a 
VEAP representative from each church – Oak 
Grove, House of Prayer, and Woodlake – has 
committed to this project. All three congregations 
will collect diapers from now until the end of Sep-
tember. The diapers can be any size and quantity. 
If you would prefer they be purchased by others, 
please contribute with a check made out to House 
of Prayer and designate “VEAP Donate & Do” in 
the memo line.  

We will pick a Saturday in October for volunteers 
to meet at the VEAP warehouse to repackage the 
diapers for distribution. During this repackaging, 
VEAP gives the volunteers a tour of their facili-
ties so we can see the whole operation and how 
they serve our neighbors in need. Volunteers of all 
ages are welcome, so plan to bring your whole 
family. 

Collaborative Summer Worship at Veterans Park 

The House of Prayer worshipping 
community will again be joining the 
congregations of our fellow Rich-
field Lutheran churches, Woodlake 
Lutheran Church and Oak Grove 
Lutheran Church, in an outdoor ser-
vice at Veteran’s Park. That will 
take place on August 18th, at 
10:am, with a picnic lunch to fol-
low. HOP members are invited to 
bring dessert items as they wish.  

Specific plans for the service are 
still a work in progress, but the in-
tention is for this to be a truly col-
laborative worship event (in the past 
one church was solely in charge of the worship service and the others in charge of other items like the 
lunch, etc.). One way this will be different is that the hope is to assemble a full choir, composed of 
members of all three churches, as opposed to a small group of song leaders as in years past. Details re-
garding the choir will come out as the time draws nearer.  

Please plan on coming out to attend what has become a great annual worship event over the past several 
years! Contact Phil Mennicke at pmennicke@hoplc.org with questions. 

Family Mission Trip 

Last month, families from House of Prayer, Oak 
Grove, and Wood Lake travelled to Superior, WI 
for a weekend of clearing swampy trails, painting 
garden boxes and rain barrels, pulling weeds, 
picking up trash, helping shoppers at a food shelf, 
chopping wood, and more. This group worked 
HARD and definitely earned all their s’mores 
around the campfire. Our theme for the weekend 
was “We are all connected” which drives us to 
serve and love one another. It’s also much more 
true for our group after a weekend together build-
ing new connections. We’re excited already for 
next year’s family trip! 

mailto:pmennicke@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 

8/5:    Shareholder Dinner hosted 
          by Chicago Trip & Luther 
          Park Camp participants 
8/7:    High school youth night –  
          pool party 
8/16-8/17: High school youth lock-in 
8/25: Parking Lot Party 
9/8:   Sunday School restarts 
9/11: Youth Group restarts 

Sign Up Now for Fall Programs 

Weekly Sunday School begins again September 8 
with more chances for children to explore the sto-
ries of the Bible through music, crafts, games, and 
drama with our caring teachers. Weekly Youth 
Group restarts on September 11 with more service 
projects, fun activities, and chances to explore the 
basics of our faith and how that impacts our life. 

The link to sign up for either program is now live 
at www.hoplc.org/children or you can talk to Ben 
Whalen for a paper form (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 
612-500-9523). We hope you can join us for an-
other great year!  

Chicago Mission Trip Recap 

Our high school youth joined another youth group 
from Ankeny, Iowa for a week of service in Chica-
go at the end of June.  

Together we weeded and mulched a community 
garden, cooked and served four different meals to 
those in need, cared for children in foster care, and 
learned from ELCA World Hunger about how our 
churches help all over the world.  

Our theme was to “Cross the Line” to break down 
boundaries we create between people and build 
relationships outside our usual comfort zone. 

We also got a chance to explore iconic places in 
Chicago like Navy Pier, Millenium Park, and end-
ed the week at Six Flags: Great America.  

Many thanks again to all the shareholders who in-
vested in this trip! You’re invited to dinner at 
church at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, August 5, to see 
photos from our trip and hear more stories. 

Summer Camp at Luther Park 

Our 5 campers from House of Prayer LOVED 
their time at Luther Park July 22-26 and have al-
ready shared their desire to go back next year 
(though one asked about going again the next 
week) and even some talk of working there when 
they are old enough. This is the power of the Holy 
Spirit moving in the camp community - it is fun, 
welcoming, and makes you want to go back again 
and again!  

 

http://www.hoplc.org/children
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

Fourth of July Parade 

Many thanks to all who marched, drove, or played 
music in this year’s Fourth of July parade! We had 
a great time handing out candy and inviting people 
to join us for preschool, VBS, worship, or our 
community efforts. We also enjoyed a post-parade 
ice cream social with Southview SDA Church 
(who rents our building on Saturdays) since they 
joined the parade for their first year. If you didn’t 
join the parade but would like a House of Prayer 
burgundy shirt, please talk to Ben Whalen (612-
500-9523 or bwhalen@hoplc.org). 

The Veggie Table 

Our produce 
distribution has 
begun! Togeth-
er with 
VEAP’s Mo-
bile Pantry we 
have held two 
events to hand out free fruits and veggies and 
spend some time with neighbors.  

We have four more dates on Tuesdays from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. at the office of Season’s Park Apart-
ments (951 E 77th St.) – August 6 & 20 and Sep-
tember 3 & 17.  

Everyone is invited to attend for food or just for 
fun. If you’d like to volunteer and help with set-
up, handing out food, playing yard games with 
folks, or takedown, please contact Brent King at 
brentgking8157@gmail.com. 

Urban Wildland Run 

Thanks to those who ran in, volunteered for, and 
cheered on the racers of the Urban Wildland 5K 
and Half Marathon on Saturday, July 27! It was a 
wonderful event full of excitement and pride for 
everyone's accomplishments. We were happy to 
be there supporting the joint programming of the 
Wood Lake Nature Center and Richfield Public 
Schools.  
 

Parking Lot Party 

Save the date 
for Sunday, 
August 25, 
from 3-6 p.m!  

We will once 
again be host-
ing a party out 
in our parking 
lot with live 
music, free 
food, bounce 
house, dunk 
tank, face 
painting, 
games, crafts, 
and more.  

 

This event is family friendly and open to the 
whole community so please invite your friends 
and neighbors to join us as well. If you or a group 
you know wants to host an activity at the party or 
help volunteer, please contact Ben Whalen at 
bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:brentgking8157@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc
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Monthly Finance Report 

As we wrapped up the year, House of Prayer June expenses were a little higher than anticipated and 
income was a tad lower than expected. With this diversion from our financial plan we ended the year 
with a $7,200 loss. While this differs from what we had anticipated as we came to the close of the 
year, House of Prayer still has a prudent financial plan and can continue operating in its expected man-
ner as we start the new fiscal year.   

As we close out the fiscal year it is also important to point out the staff at House of Prayer does a great 
job prudently using available finances to make House of Prayer a great place to worship and strives to 
benefit the greater Richfield community. Jo Shoberg has done a phenomenal job over the last year put-
ting everyone’s budgets together and keeping us appraised of the financials over the year. If you have 
any questions about the financial picture at House of Prayer, please feel free to stop me on a Sunday or 
send any questions to charleysimonson@hotmail.com. Thank you for your continued  support.  I am 
excited to see what the next year will bring. Charley Simonson, HOP Treasurer 

Around House of Prayer 

Water: Protecting Our Waterways 
From the Creation Care Team 

Adopt a drain. Storm 
drains flow directly to 
local lakes, rivers, and 
wetlands, acting as a 
conduit for trash and 

organic pollutants. Everything that’s in the street 
ends up in our lakes and rivers. Rainwater carries 
leaves, grass, excess salt, trash and dirt through 
the storm drain system directly to our waters. You 
can help! Sign up to adopt a drain in your neigh-
borhood – it’s easy. Go to www.Adopt-A-
Drain.org, enter your address and choose a drain 
near your house. Once you’ve adopted your drain, 
keep it clean by sweeping and raking up the debris 
after each rain or during leaf fall.    

  June Financials 

 June 2019 YTD   

 Actual Budget Actual Budget   

Revenue           

     Offerings 38,078 40,000 551,704 550,000   

     Rental Income 10,515 6,860 83,215 72,000   

     Ministry Income 600 490 11,552 6,100   

Total Revenue 49,193 47,350 646,471 628,100   

       

Total Expenditures 56,001 50,793 653,671 660,017   

       

Net Operating Revenue -6,808 -4,923 -7,200 -31,917   

Water Wrap Up 

Congratulations to 
Cathy Shromoff, 
the winner of the 
water initiative 
drawing of the Peg 
Sandin original  
watercolor “Spring 
Snow.” 

Thanks to all those who signed up to be a good 
steward of our water resources and water related 
projects: community garden (3), rain garden (2), 
adopt a drain (19), willingness to receive Eco-
Faith emails (12). The results of the Drinking 
Water Taste test are as follows:  Minneapolis wa-
ter (12), Richfield water (2), Hand Pump water at 
Lake Nokomis (4).  

mailto:charleysimonson@hotmail.com
http://www.Adopt-A-Drain.org
http://www.Adopt-A-Drain.org


August 2019 

 
7 

Around House of Prayer 

Book Discussion Group 

We will be meeting Thursday, September 5, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Conference Room. 
 
We will be discussing Small Great Things by Jody 
Picoult. 
 

Everyone is  
welcome!  

 
Contact Jeanne 
Lindstrom at 
612-866-4895 
with questions. 

Eternal Light 

Recently, the chain 
holding the eternal 
light in the sanctu-
ary snapped and the 
whole installation 
crashed to the floor. 
The light and the 
surrounding globe 
were badly dam-
aged and unfortu-
nately cannot be 
repaired. We are 
looking into obtain-
ing a new eternal 
light, but are thank-
ful to have had it 
adorn our worship space since 1969. See below 
for the original Hi-Lines article introducing the 
eternal light. 

New Art Sculpture  
(From Hi-Lines, October 22, 1969) 
If you were in church last Sunday, you would 
have viewed the beautiful new art sculpture pre-
pared by artist Don Danielson of our church. It 
surrounds the eternal light and is composed of 
bronze metal and chunk glass. Its interpretation is 
that Christ is the light of the world. Thanks, Don, 
for another beautiful piece added to our sanctuary. 
Don designed our altar and pulpit paraments and 
fabricated the stand for our cross.  

Ladies’ Dessert Luncheon 
Monday, September 9 • 1:00 p.m.  

Speaker: Janet Letnes Martin, 
whose books were the inspiration 
for  “The Church Basement La-
dies” musicals.  

Tickets can be purchased for $5 
on Sundays in August between 
worship services or by calling the 
Church Office 612-866-8471. 
Gluten free options are available. 

Contact Mary Markes at  952-382-4220, Jeanne 
Lindstrom at 612-866-4895, or Ellen Thompson 
at 612-869-2775, with questions. 

Luther Park Honors Wright Family 

Congratulations to Scott, Cara, Caity, and Chloe 
Wright, the recipients of the 2019 Outstanding 
Christian Service Award from Luther Park Camp 
in Danbury, Wisconsin.  

The Wright family has been an active part of Lu-
ther Park Camp for many years as campers, volun-
teers, donors, Bike-a-Thon participants, board 
members, and summer staff. 

Thanks from Luther Park for all their dedicated 
service to our camp! 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 

Richfield, MN 55423 
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(612) 866-8471 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date           Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Louie & Gloria Larson        08/04/1956   63 years 

Frank & Irene Sable       08/05/1961   58 years 

Alvin & Geraldine Bowman  08/08/1964   55 years 

Michael & Janet Krulich      08/10/1968   51 years 

James & Marilyn Petersen     08/12/1960   59 years 

Verne & Ruth Nordholm      08/15/1959   60 years 

Paul & Mary Wenum      08/31/1974   45 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in July 

Donald Thomton      07/02/2019 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

10 Years Ago: 2009 Youth Group visits  
San Francisco 
 
 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

