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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

mined what went well and what I would 
like to do differently. This included proce-
dures, classroom arrangement, and in-
struction. My reflection time included re-
search for strategies in education that 
seemed intriguing to help my students be 
more active in their reading, writing, and 
learning. I loved having at least one new 
practice to implement, as it reignited me 
for another year of growth and discovery.  

So here we are, it’s August! Many of you will be 
back in full swing for Wednesday night program-
ming in September. Our kids will be back for Sun-
day School and Confirmation. Many opportunities 
to get involved will be available. Are you ready? 
Have you taken some time to rest and reflect as to 
where God is leading you? Where might you be 
called to something new? Where might you recre-
ate and start over? What will reignite you for 
growth? 

In the last weeks of summer, my encouragement is 
to wait on the Lord to renew your strength, reflect 
upon the days ahead, and be strengthened to run 

and not be weary, to walk and not be faint into a 
new and exciting year of discovery. 

Minister Kelly 

But those who wait for the Lord shall re-
new their strength, they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint (Isaiah 40:31). 

As a former teacher, I still live by the 
school calendar. I will always see June as 
the end of the year and September as the 
beginning. Unlike most careers, and life 
itself, the last day of the year meant eve-
rything had to be stripped off the walls. Nothing 
could be left on the floor, except for thirty or so 
stacked desks. If possible, counters were emptied 
off. Cupboards were filled with all that trans-
formed the classroom into a learning environ-
ment. My computer and keyboard received a 
good cleaning (Q-tips have so many uses!) and 
was covered for the season. Finally, even my 
classroom keys were turned in. Though I dis-
liked doing this yearly chore of tearing down, 
just to put it all back together two months later, 
this practice provided a clean slate to recreate. 
After all was done, I walked out tired, but with 
hope and joy for a chance to rest, reflect, and  
renew.  

It usually came in stages. June for resting, July 
for reflection, and August for renewal. By this 
time, I had looked back over the year and deter-

Renewal 

Minister Kellu Sandin 
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Leadership Ministry Team Update 

HOP in Pictures 

It’s hard to believe that summer is starting to wind down and we’re thinking about back 
to school and fall programming at HOP. Programming hasn’t stopped during the sum-
mer at House of Prayer, but we do see a down turn in regular attendance on Sundays. 
There are more family vacations, mission trips, and trips to the cabin. All good things 
and refreshing of one’s soul.  

Speaking of refreshing, it’s been 5 years since our last church pictorial directory. We’re 
updating it this year. I want to encourage everyone to take part in getting your family 
picture in the directory and making sure we have updated and correct contact infor-
mation for you.  

The directory gives us a chance to feature the ministries and activities at HOP, along with getting to 
know some of our new members (and reacquaint with old). I enjoy looking back and seeing how people 
have changed over the last 5, 10, 15 years.  It’s fun to see children grow and become leaders at church, 
babies turn into young children. It’s sad to see some of the people that we’ve lost over the years also. 
They were great friends and leaders that helped make HOP what it is today.  

Sign up on Sundays in the Narthex to reserve your photography appointment or anytime online at 
www.hoplc.org (link on the  homepage/bottom center). Come be included so we all can connect names 
with faces. 

Scott Wright, Congregation President 

Scott Wright 
President 

New Church Pictorial Directory  

Schedule your photography session now! Click the link at the bottom/center of the HOP website 
(www.hoplc.org) or sign up on selected Sunday mornings in the Narthex.  LifeTouch Photography will 
be at HOP from August 8-11 and September 19-22 for afternoon/evening appointments.   

As a thank you for participating, you will receive a FREE 8x10 photograph and HOP pictorial directory. 
There is no cost to you (or to HOP) to have your photo taken for the directory. If you wish, you will 
have the opportunity to order additional prints in different poses as well as Christmas cards at the time 
of your appointment. Feel free to invite extended family to be photographed with you during your ses-
sion (even if they are not HOP members). HOP visitors can also participate. 

There are coupons/discounts available if 
you choose to order additional prints 
(can be used together): 

• $10 off thank you when you check in 
for you appointment 

• $5 off if you bring a non-perishable 
food item for VEAP 

• 20% off if you are 60+ years old or 
active military/first responder. 

Contact Mary Settles-Kroeplin at 
marysettles_k@yahoo.com or Cara 
Wright at cwright@hoplc.org with any 
questions. 

 

http://www.hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org/
mailto:marysettles_k@yahoo.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

 

Youth Gathering Recap 

Several high 
school youth at-
tended the ELCA 
National Youth 
Gathering this 
summer and had 
an absolute blast! 
It truly lived up 
to its theme, 
“This Changes 
Everything!” It changed our hearts – opening them 
up to care for people in new ways. It changed our 
perception of the world – opening our eyes to in-
justices and calling us to make a difference. And it 
changed our faith – renewing our trust in God and 
in the love and grace we receive from God. There 
is so much more to share than will fit in this news-
letter so please check out the photos & updates on 
the House of Prayer Facebook page to hear more. 
If you don’t have Facebook feel free to reach out 
to Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-

9523) and he’ll share more 
with you. You can also ask 
Sara, Nicole, Jozie, Anna, 
Amelia, Meghan, Alyssa, 
Dayna, or Abby what they 
thought of the trip! 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

8/1:        High school Pool Party 
8/8-8/9: High school Lock In 
8/12:      Parking Lot Party (families 
              & all ages invited) 
8/22:      Final summer youth night 
              for high schoolers 
9/9:        Sunday School begins again! 
9/12:      Youth Group begins again! 

A Fun Week at VBS “Shipwrecked” 

An enormous 
THANKS to all who 
helped make it happen; 
campers, parents, 
grandparents and all of 
our talented volunteers 
who lead crews, lead 
stations, checked in 

campers, prepared, served and cleaned up supper 
and countless other roles.  

House of Prayer hosted over 50 campers ages 3-12 
and more that 30 volunteers. We partnered with 
Minnesota based Camp Noah, a Lutheran Social 
Services Organization that holds day camps for 
children in areas that have been affected by disas-
ters. Our campers made birthday cards for Camp 
Noah day campers and collected donations to help 
support Camp Noah’s efforts here and around the 
world. We were excited to be part of the rescue 
these amazing people are doing for children whose 
lives have been “Shipwrecked.” All of our Casta-
way Crews were “grounded” in the bible stories, 
games, crafts and bible verses that show how 
whether we are lost, worried, struggling, or feeling 
powerless … JESUS RESCUES! 

Cindy Jacob & Heidi Thomas, VBS Directors 

Summer High School Youth Group 

The high school youth decided to keep meeting 
this summer and have 3 more nights to go. We’ve 
got a pool party on August 1, a summer Lock In 
on August 8, and then will wrap up the summer on 
August 22 at church. If you haven’t received more 
info about these, please reach out to Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Register Now for Sunday School & 
Youth Group 

Registration is 
open for fall 
programs! 
Sunday 
School (for 
ages 4 years 
to 4th grade) 
will begin 
again on   
September 9 
and Youth 
Group (for 5th-12th graders) will start on Wednes-
day, September 12. You can register on the House 
of Prayer website (www.hoplc.org) or you can 
sign up by contacting Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). We’re 
excited and hope you are too! 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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In the Community 

The Veggie Table 

Our first Veggie Table of the season was great! 
We gave away more than a literal ton of apples, 
watermelons, onions, and bread, all while meeting 
our neighbors and playing a few yard games.  

Join us again on August 14, 
September 11, and October 
9 from 5-7 p.m. at the park-
ing lot of Season’s Park 
Apartments (951 East 77th 
St.) for more free produce 
and social time. Invite a 
friend or neighbor, too! If 
you would like to help with 
this project, please contact 
Karen Steenson d2ksteen-
son@gmail.com). 

Parking Lot Party 

Our annual Parking Lot Party will be 3-6 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 12. Where else can you win raf-
fle prizes, play games, eat tasty food, jump in a 
bounce castle, and dunk your pastor all in one 
spot? Invite your friends and neighbors to come 
join us for the fun! If you’d like to volunteer to 
help make this event happen, please contact Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

Fourth of July Parade 

Despite the rain we still had a blast representing 
House of Prayer in the Richfield 4th of July Pa-
rade! We handed out 4,000 pieces of candy and 

1,500 post cards with info about what our church 
is doing, all while smiling and celebrating with the 
rest of town. Thanks to everyone who came! 

PS: If you didn’t come but want a spiffy House of 

Prayer shirt, talk with Pastor Ben or Ben Whalen!  

Family Mission Trip 

In mid-July, seven House of Prayer families joined five Oak Grove families 
on a mission trip to Superior, WI. We stayed at the beautiful Camp Amni-
con and served with groups in Duluth & Superior like the LSS Bethany Cri-
sis Center, Faith United Methodist Church, Superior Parks Department, 
Vine & Branches Food Shelf, Twin Ports Habitat ReStore, and Camp Amni-

con itself. Everyone powered 
through the heat and mosquitoes to 
help out our partners a ton and have 
a lot of fun in the process. The Casey 
family reflected on the impact of the 
trip and said: “The food shelf im-
pacted us the most, and we all can see looking into volunteering 
at local food shelves.  We all have donated, but to actually see 
where it goes and how it is distributed was impressive. The 
group at the food shelf was so positive and uplifting that seemed 
to just carry over to others and the clients coming in.” 

mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Around House of Prayer 

Flu Shot Clinic—Save the Date 

Our 2018 Flu Shot Clinic will be held on Sunday, 
September 23. If you are planning to receive your 
vaccination at House of Prayer – and it is so con-
venient to have the entire fami-
ly done at once – be sure to 
sign up beginning September 
9. The flu mist vaccine will be 
available this year.  

Feast at ReFuel 
Sunday, August 5, 11:00 am, Parish Hall 

Come join us for this dynamic worship service and lunch. The topic this 
month is “hope.” Contact Pastor Ben (bsandin@hoplc.org) if you would 
like to prepare meals for future FEASTs on August 5th or September 2nd. 

Summer Bible Study:  
Reclaiming Revelation 

You can still join us for this video Bible study  
series on Revelation, Wednesday nights from 6:30
- 8:00 p.m. in Parish Hall. There are 3 sessions 
left - Aug 1, 8, 15 and there’s room for you.  

Contact Pastor Ben at bsandin@hoplc.org or Min-
ister Kelly Sandin at ksandin@hoplc.org with any 
questions. 

HOP Preschool News 

Registrations are being accepted for the 2018-
2019 school year. Visit www.hoplc.org/preschool 
or email nolson@hoplc.org for more details. 

House of Prayer Preschool is looking for new or 
gently used donations! If you have any of these 
items to donate, please drop them off in the church 
office or email nolson@hoplc.org. 

• small wood, brass, or metal objects 
• small chalkboard or expo erasers 
• full length wall mirror 
• small baskets or trays 
• plastic placemats 
• small houseplants 

Join House of Prayer Preschool on August 4 be-
tween 1-3 p.m. or August 5 between 10:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. for an Open House. Meet the Di-
rector and Teacher, see the refreshed space, and 
pick up registration forms. Light refreshments will 
be served. Open to all – see you there! 

Nicole Olson,  
Preschool Director 
 

Book Discussion Group 

Our summer read is:  
Glass Houses by Louise Penny.  

We will meet Thursday, September 
6, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Con-
ference Room.  

Everyone is welcome!  

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org
mailto:ksandin@hoplc.org
http://www.hoplc.org/preschool
mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
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Richfield City Council Approves Major Solar Energy Expansion 
 From the Creation Care Team 

Members of HOP’s Creation Care Team recently learned, as reported by William Bornhoft in Richfield 
Patch e-news, that the city of Richfield has a “Green Team” consisting of representatives from each city 
department that is charged with exploring green initiatives. The Green Team, after meeting with six dif-
ferent solar energy companies, has decided to partner with Ideal Energies to deploy solar energy sys-
tems on eight city locations. The eight city-owned buildings that will have solar systems installed are 1) 
The public works facility, 2) Outdoor pool, 3) Ice arena, 4) Veterans Park shelter, 5) Cedar Avenue liq-
uor store, 6) Lyndale Avenue liquor store, 7) Penn Avenue liquor store, and 8) Fire Station No 2.   

The article states: “The main goal of Richfield’s Green Team is to show residents that the city does care 
about green energy,” said Green Team Member and Public Works Department Analyst Taylor Brandt. 
“As a team, we want to set a good example for residents that green energy is good energy.”  Solar pow-
er systems derive clean, pure energy from the sun. Installing solar panels helps combat greenhouse gas 
emissions and reduces our collective dependence on fossil fuel.   

Members of our own Creation Care Team are pleased and encouraged to see envi-
ronmental progress and concern by the City of Richfield as we all work to ensure 
responsible actions in caring for God’s creation.   

Eco-tip: Fix your water leaks. The average home leaks more than 10,000 gallons 
of clean water each year through leaky pipes, toilets, showerheads and other fix-

tures. That’s equal to the water needed to wash 270 loads of laundry.   

Around House of Prayer 

Monthly Finance Report 

We are very happy to report that the final year tally for 2018 ended with income exceeding expenses by 
$1,973. While giving was a little lower than anticipated over the year, we appreciate all of those who 
faithfully pledge and give to House of Prayer to make it the great place that it is. The increase in rental 
usage has been very helpful as well.  

There are a lot of people who contrib-
ute great work and time into ensuring 
HOP is a good steward of the money it 
receives and as we make the turn into a 
new fiscal year it is important to hold 
two of them out. Jim Bauer has ended 
his term as the Support Ministry Lead-
er and he has put immeasurable time 
and effort into ensuring HOP thrives in 
a time of needed improvements and 
concern about infrastructure. The work 
Jim has done will benefit HOP and the 
people that follow for years to come. 
Secondly, Jo Shoberg has done another 
fantastic job keeping the financial af-
fairs of the church organized and in 
order and we are very lucky to have 
her knowledge and effort in place to 
ensure HOP can navigate all that 
comes its way. Thank you Jim and Jo!
Charley Simonson, HOP Treasurer 

Final 2018 Report and 2019 Budget 
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Christ in Community—Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

Collaboration Worship Service at Veteran’s Park - Sunday, August 26 

We’ve waited all summer for our next chance  
for outdoor worship with our friends from 
Oak Grove and Woodlake. Be sure to join us 
at Veteran’s Park (6335 Portland Ave, Picnic 
Shelter) on Sunday, August 26 at 10am. 

The service will feature a collaborative ser-
mon with all three pastors, a mix of music 
styles including musicians from all congrega-
tions, and installation of our Intern Deanna 
Bassett. A picnic lunch will follow; HOP will 
bring salads and sides.  Don’t miss it!  

Collaboration Intern Starting in August 

I am excited to announce that Deanna Bassett will be our collaboration intern for the next year. Her in-
ternship is a new way for House of Prayer, Woodlake, and Oak Grove to work together. Deanna will 
share her time equally between the congregations and be involved in all aspects of ministry.  

Our role is to be a teaching congregation that creates opportunities for her to develop her pastoral identi-
ty. I look forward to this new partnership with our collaboration churches and working with Deanna. 
She has many wonderful gifts and will be a true blessing for House of Prayer.  

She will be officially installed  at the collaboration worship service on August 26th. Make sure to wel-
come Deanna and keep introducing yourself since she has three churches to learn! 

Pastor Ben 

Meet Intern Deanna 

Hello to the Richfield Collaboration of Lutheran Churches!  

My name is Deanna Bassett. Your pastors have welcomed me 
to intern here for the next year. I could not be more    excited. 
This internship is scheduled at the end of my academic journey 
at Luther Seminary. This is a journey that my husband, Robert, 
and our two boys have lived for many years ... since both boys 
were in Eden Prairie’s elementary schools. Now our oldest has 
graduated from Dunwoody and our youngest is a junior at 
Michigan Tech. 

You get me at a time when God opens new doors in my life. I'm 
a newly minted firefighter in the City of Eden Prairie. And, af-
ter 30-something years in Corporate America, I have closed my 
career in finance and accounting to be here with you. Please tell 
me about yourself, and your ideas for ministries, and your ad-
vice for me.  

In His service,  

Deanna 

richfieldintern@gmail.com. 

mailto:richfieldintern@gmail.com
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Louie & Gloria Larson        08/04/1956    62 years 

Frank & Irene Sable          08/05/1961    57 years 

Alvin & Geraldine Bowman   08/08/1964    54 years 

Michael & Janet Krulich         08/10/1968    50 years 

James & Marilyn Peterson      08/12/1960    58 years 

Kent & Kim Wengenroth        08/12/1988    30 years 

Phil & Mindy Mennicke         08/15/1998    20 years 

Verne & Ruth Nordholm        08/15/1959    59 years 

Chris & Amber Winter        08/17/2013      5 years 

Josh & Katie Daubenmeyer    08/30/2008    10 years 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

40 Years Ago:  1978 Youth and Parents -  
You may recognize some of these people. 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

