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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

caring and showing up for one another. 
There was history between them. Jesus 
brought Lazarus back to life after being 
in the tomb for four days! He wept at the 
news of his friend’s death. 

So, as dear friends, Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus offered all they could to help 
ease Jesus’ anxiety and burden before his 
pending betrayal and death.  

Though the perfume used to anoint Jesus’ feet was 
of great expense and purity, what was more im-
portant than the cost of the perfume was the abun-
dancy of it. Mary did all she could to express what 
Jesus meant to her. The whole house was filled 
with the fragrance! She spared nothing to show 
her love. 

In the midst of pain and suffering, though we can 
feel so helpless, we should not underestimate the 
support and love we can offer to make a differ-
ence in the life of another. This might look like an 
understanding hug, conversation over coffee, an 
invitation to dinner, prayers, cards and letters, lis-
tening, and words of encouragement. In the end it 
all boils down to our generous gift of presence. 
The act of showing up in some way makes a last-
ing impression.  

As we continue our Lenten season and beyond, 
may your life be richly blessed by spiritual friend-
ships that walk with you, and you with them, in 
your journey of life and faith. 

God’s peace, 
Pastor Kelly 

We are journeying into the fifth and final 
week of Lent before Holy Week. For those 
taking the Discipleship Challenge, we’ve 
learned, or have been reminded, of the 
ways in which we can grow closer to God 
and one another through prayer, Scripture 
reading, serving opportunities, generosity 
in our financial giving, and, for this week, 
a special focus on spiritual friendships.  

I am deeply grateful for the many spiritual 
friendships in my life now and throughout the 
years. They are the people we can go to for com-
passion, encouragement, and support from a lens 
of faith. They extend hope and meaning by lis-
tening, praying, and speaking God’s truth to us. 
They are the ones we lean on, who we can be 
vulnerable with, who see and feel our pain, the 
friends who offer a shoulder to ease our burdens, 
and who love us on our journey of life and faith.  

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Beth-
any, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at 
the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume (John 
12:1-3). 

These verses are from the gospel reading that 
will be read on the fifth Sunday of Lent, the last 
Sunday before entering Holy Week. The setting 
is the home of Jesus’ friends who knew him, 
loved him, and who he loved, too (see John 
11:5). They had a reciprocal relationship of    

The Discipleship Challenge 

Pastor Kelly Sandin 

Two Churches, One Building 

For the past year, Southview Seventh Day Adventist congregation has been worshipping on Saturdays at 
HOP. This has been such a great arrangement that leaders from both congregations have been meeting 
together to discuss a potential long term partnership. At this point we are working through different pos-
sible ways this partnership could work. We ask for your prayers in this time of exploration and discern-
ment. We will keep the congregations updated as our conversations progress. Feel free to contact Pastor 
Sean Lee (sean.lee@mnsda.com) or Pastor Ben Sandin (bsandin@hoplc.org) with questions. 

mailto:sean.lee@mnsda.com
mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org


House of Prayer Hi Lines 

 

2 

Leadership Ministry Team Update 

Welcoming Forum 

January 2018…the LMT was asked if we’d be open to an intern that was part of the 
LGBTQ community. Pastor Ben questioned whether HOP would let him perform a 
same sex marriage in the sanctuary.  As leadership, we couldn’t agree on an answer to 
these questions. So, we decided to try to figure out what our welcoming statement at 
House of Prayer meant.  Is our perception correct (that we are welcoming), or can we do 
a better job?  What’s the difference between being welcoming and being inclusive? 

A task force was formed to do some one-on-one listening to our members.  A couple of 
questions we asked…What drew you to House of Prayer?  What keeps you here?  Why 
is HOP a special place? Some of the conversations included discussion about how we 
welcome members of the LBGTQ community. Of the 30+ one-on-one discussions we 

had, most congregational members were in open to be more inclusive to all people.  

On Sunday, March 24, 60+ congregation members participated in a forum to hear from the task force 
and participate in small group discussions about how we welcome people at HOP. Ashlei Buhrow also 
joined us from ReconcilingWorks, a non-profit organization that “embodies, inspires, advocates and or-
ganizes for the acceptance and full participation of people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, 
and gender expressions within the Lutheran communion and its ecumenical and global partners.” Ashlei 
shared her story about growing up in a Lutheran congregation in WI. She always felt loved and deeply 
connected to the people in her congregation. She worried that sharing identification as a lesbian woman 
might change her relationship with the congregation. Her experiences have brought her to Reconciling-
Works and she is passionate about helping other congregations learn about inclusivity and welcoming. 

Look for continuing educational opportunities coming soon. If you have questions, comments or con-

cerns, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Ben and/or any of the Welcoming Task Force members: 

Brent King, Scott Wright, Abby Whalen, Angela King, Paula Kiehl, Wayne Swenson, Terri Behrends-

Singer. 

Scott Wright 

Monthly Finance Report 

April brings us into our annual stewardship drive. The annual stewardship letters were mailed last 
week and House of Prayer asks that pledges be returned by April 7. I am grateful to be part of the 
House of Prayer community and all that the congregation and staff do to bring Christ into the church 
and the community. Our congregation and staff work diligently to make good use of our resources, 
which include talent, time, and financial contributions. This year, please prayerfully consider giving to 
House of Prayer during this annual stewardship campaign so that we can continue to serve and grow. 

 

Jo Shoberg,       
Financial Administrator 
& Charley Simonson, 
Treasurer 

  February Financials 

         Feb. 2019         YTD   

            Actual     Budget           Actual    Budget   

Revenue       

Offerings 49,095 40,000 367,946 370,000   

Rental Income 6,080 6,360 52,555 47,380   

Ministry Income 676 840 5,827 4,200   

Total Revenue 55,850 47,200 426,328 421,580   

       

Total Expenditures 57,680 56,532 427,036 441,822   

       

Net Operating Revenue -1,830 -9,332 -708 -20,242   
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House of Prayer Fellowship 
Thursday, April 11, 2019 • 9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Ms. Deanna Bassett, Pastoral Intern 
Collaboration of Richfield Churches 

“My Call, Your Collaboration, Our Future” 

All brothers and sisters are invited on Thursday, 
April 11 at 9:00am in Fellowship Hall for fellow-
ship, speaker and refreshments. Our speaker is 
Deanna Bassett, Pastoral Intern, Collaboration of 
Richfield Churches. She is an Asian-American 
born in Sacramento and raised Japanese Buddhist. 
She was baptized into Christianity in her early 30s. 

Come and hear about her back-
ground, her calling to ordained 
ministry, and how the Collabo-
ration helps define her ideas. 
She will speak to her life and 
how it informs her ideas for 
ministry in the ELCA. Contact 
Noel Sagness (612-866-0833) 
for more information. 

All Are Invited 

to the Ordination and Installation Service of  

Kelly Ann Sandin 
on 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 
at 5:00 p.m. at 

House of Prayer Lutheran 
Church 

7625 Chicago Ave. S. 
Richfield, MN 55423 

All rostered ministers and seminarians are  
joyfully welcomed to vest and process.  

The color of the day is red.  
Please be ready and vested by 4:50 p.m. 

For all who like to sing, a “drop in” choir will 
rehearse at 3:30 p.m. the day of the service.  

I would love your participation! 

Appetizer/Dessert reception to follow 

Defensive Driving Certification 

Is it time need to renew your De-
fensive Driving certificate? Charlie 
Robbins will present a refresher 
course on Wednesday, April 24, at 
9 a.m. at HOP for those who have 
already taken the 8-hour class. The 
program is a great opportunity for those over age 
55 to learn more about traffic laws and safety 
tips, and to receive a 10% insurance discount for 
each of the next three years. Cost is $20 for 
AARP members, $25 for others. Sign up on Sun-
days or by calling the church office.  
–Sponsored by the Adult Ministry Team 

Around House of Prayer 

Holy Week Worship 

Join us for worship during Holy Week as we trace 
the journey from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem on Palm Sunday, to his final meal with the dis-
ciples of Maundy Thursday, to his death on the 
cross on Good Friday, and to his glorious resurrec-
tion on Easter. It will be a faith-filled week you 
will not want to miss! 

Palm Sunday (April 14): 
9:30 a.m. Traditional • 11:00 a.m. ReFuel 

Maundy Thursday (April 18): 
7:00 p.m. at Oak Grove Lutheran Church 

Good Friday (April 19): 7:00 p.m. 

Easter (April 21): 
9:30 a.m. Traditional • 11 a.m. ReFuel 

Fall Festival Update 

The 2018 Fall Festival pro-
duced a profit of $4,800. 
Thanks to all of you who partic-
ipated in the planning, contrib-
uting volunteer hours and mate-
rials, plus attending the Festival 
on November 4 as a shopper. 

We couldn’t have accomplished this without 
your help! Designation of these funds has not 
been determined at this time. 
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Around House of Prayer 

Many Hands Many Meals Food Pack-a-Thon 

On Wednesday, May 1, House of Prayer will host its 6th annual packing 
event with Many Hands Many Meals. This non-profit volunteer-driven organ-
ization located in Excelsior, Minnesota has packed more than 8 million meals 
that have been sent to countries around the world affected by poverty, hurri-
canes and other natural disasters including the United States. The meals we 
packed last year were sent to Sierra Leone. This year the meals will be sent to 
Malawi in Africa. Malawi is facing a food crisis caused by flooding followed 
by severe drought. The majority of the hungry live in rural areas and rely on 
farming, which has been wiped out. We’re partnering with Children of the Nation (COTN) to deliver 
meals, focusing on those suffering from malnourishment. COTN is working to develop sustainable prac-
tices in Malawi through farms diversifying with drought-tolerant crops and raising livestock such as 
pigs, chickens and cows. The event will start in the Parish Hall at 5:30 with supper and then move down 
to the Fellowship Hall at 6:15 to pack from 6:30 to 8:00. Collection of donations and sign up to volun-
teer will begin on April 7. Don’t miss this chance to have fun and make a difference to those in need. 

Organic Composting, Earth Day & Arbor Day 
From the Creation Care Team 

Congratulations to Elayne Gilhousen who won the drawing at the Creation Care Team’s Organic Com-
posting event between services Sunday, February 17. Elayne has long been an active advocate for natu-
ral and environmentally friendly products and procedures. Rachel Lindholm, MN Green Corps Member 
representative for the City of Richfield (pictured third from right), was an enthusiastic and knowledgea-
ble presenter of Richfield’s Organic Composting program at the event. Thanks to all who participated.   
April 22 is Earth Day, a day we are reminded that God’s Earth is worth celebrating and that there are 
things we can do to help make the world safer for future generations. We are reminded to live our lives 
as sustainably as possible on a daily basis. Also, Arbor Day is the 
last Friday of April (the 26th this year) so we are reminded that 
trees give off oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide, reduce storm water 
runoff, provide food, protection, and homes for birds and mam-
mals. One large tree provides a day’s supply of oxygen for four 
people. Plant a tree! 

House of Prayer Creation Care Team’s Mission Statement: As 
Christians we recognize our biblical responsibility to care for cre-
ation; we work together to encourage, educate, inspire members 
and neighbors to join in protecting and caring for God’s creation.   
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In the Community 

Meet our Legislators with ISAIAH 

House of Prayer is partnering with Dar al Farooq 
Islamic Center to host an In-District Meeting on 
Saturday, April 13, with our state legislators: Mi-
chael Howard, Melissa Halvorson Wiklund, and 
Andrew Carlson. Our two congregations will gath-
er at 11:00 a.m. at Dar al Farooq (8201 Park Ave. 
S., Bloomington) to talk about our faith values and 
how they call us to create a caring economy, in-
crease affordable housing, end Islamophobia, and 
work for climate justice.  
All House of 
Prayer members 
are invited, even 
if you live in a 
different district 
than church. If 
you have ques-
tions or would 
like to join us, 
please contact 
Kim Houle (612-
558-0634). 

State of the Community Event 

This special event was rescheduled due to snow 
and will now happen on Thursday, April 11, from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. All community members are invit-
ed to talk with neighbors, see performances from 
local cultural groups, and hear from Richfield 
leaders about their goals for our future. Speakers 
will include Mayor Maria Regan Gonzalez, Su-
perintendent Steven Unowsky, Richfield Founda-
tion President Scott Hvizdos and Richfield Cham-
ber of Commerce President Anne Schultz. If you 
have questions or plan to attend, please contact 
Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org/612-500-9523). 

Richfield Community Wellness Expo 

Saturday, April 13, from 9 a.m.-noon is the annual 
Wellness Expo at Richfield High School! This 
event features a lot of local organizations, youth 
activities, businesses, and more all working to 
make sure Richfield stays healthy. There is a huge 
variety of interactive activities, presentations, re-
sources, a fun run, and more. Many families and 
neighbors come each year to participate. If you 
would like to volunteer or just attend, reach out to 
Ben Whalen for more information 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 
 

Fundraising Dinner for  
Wood Lake Nature Center 

The Friends of Wood Lake (FOWL) are hosting 
their annual fundraising dinner on Friday, April 
26, to support our local nature center!  

This is their main fundraiser each year and it sup-
ports the many fun and educational programs of-
fered through Richfield’s 150-acre nature center.  

The event includes a dinner, silent auction, ticket 
prizes, and guest speaker Jean Larson from the 
MN Landscape Arboretum. Tickets are $60 each 
and can be purchased calling 612-861-9365. 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Children, Youth and Family 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

4/3:  Youth Group – Kickball (weather permitting) 
         & Mentor meetings & Communion Lesson 
4/7:   Sunday School – Last Supper 
4/10: Youth Learning Night with peer groups  
          & Mentor meetings & Communion Lesson 
4/14: Sunday School – Last Supper 
4/17: No Youth Group – Holy Week 
4/18: Maundy Thursday worship – 7 p.m. at Oak  
         Grove with First Communion 
4/19: Good Friday worship – 7 p.m. at House of  
         Prayer 
4/21: Easter Sunday! Children sing  
         in 9:30 worship, Egg Hunt  
         between services 
4/24: Youth Learning Night with  
         peer groups 
4/28: Sunday School – Lydia 

Easter Sunday - April 21 

The Sunday School children will sing during 9:30 
worship on Easter Sunday (Mindy will contact 
everyone with more details) and then ALL chil-
dren – including guests – are invited to join us for 
an Easter egg hunt at 10:30 between services! 

First Communion 

Pastor Ben is teaching children 
about communion and they’ll cel-
ebrate their first communion on 
Maundy Thursday.  

The first lesson already hap-
pened, so please sign up a.s.a.p. if 
you are still interested! Any parent who thinks 
their child is ready can sign up (no specific age 
requirement). The remaining lessons are 6:00-
6:30 p.m. on April 3 and 10. The Maundy Thurs-
day service is at 7 p.m. on April 18.  

Please contact Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523) with any questions or to sign 
up! 

Shareholder Fundraiser 

Many thanks to everyone who bought a share to 
invest in the high school mission trip to Chicago 
and summer camp at Luther Park! If you meant to 
buy a share but haven’t yet turned in your form 
and payment, please contact Ben Whalen a.s.a.p. 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). All share-
holders will get updates as we prepare for both 
events and will also be invited to a dinner at the 
end of summer to hear more from the youth who 
participated. Your investment helps make these 
important experiences possible! 

Luther Park Spaghetti Dinner 
Saturday, April 6 - 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $20 adults / $5 students 

Richfield Lutheran Church 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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HOP Preschool Update 

The other day I overheard this most lovely con-
versation between two boys, both age 5. 

“I missed you yesterday.” 

“Aww, did you cry?” 

“No, but my heart was sad. You’re here today so 
my heart is happy!” 

The children who come to House of Prayer      
Preschool care deeply about each other. They   
notice when someone is gone, they greet each oth-
er when they arrive, they are quick to help when 
someone is hurt or feeling sad, and they love to 
work together. They’ve helped create a warm, 
friendly environment that is looking to grow this 
fall. If you know of an-
yone seeking a pre-
school that meets three 
half days a week start-
ing in    September, 
please have them email                  
nolson@hoplc.org. 

–Nicole Olson,   
  Director 

Children, Youth and Family 

Youth Lock In  

Our middle and high schoolers had a blast at our 
annual lock in with the Gustavus Youth Outreach 
Team! We had games, worship, Bible study, and 
then more games for a full night of fun.  

Thank you to the college students who led the 
night and youth who made it so enjoyable. 

Ready, Set, Go! The Incredible Race VBS is Coming 

House of Prayer is warming up to offer our FREE Award Winning Vacation Bible School (VBS) again 
this summer.  
     The Incredible Race VBS 

• July 29 – August 1, 2019 
• Supper 5:15 – 5:50 
• Programs 6:00-8:15 

At the Incredible Race, each night kids will race from continent to continent un-
covering clues and attempting challenges. From the minute we board the first 
flight in our race, kids will experience God's love for every tribe, language, and nation! EVERYONE! 

We'll also discover that no matter where we live, what shade of skin we have, or what language we 
speak, we are all part of the same race – the human race – and all part of the same family from Adam 
and Eve. Kids will learn that God is calling people from every tribe and nation of the world. And that he 
wants us to share this good news in kindness and love with our neighbors nearby and far away. 

For easy registration go the House of Prayer Website or www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2019. 

If you want to join in on the fun and get involved by volunteering in a small or big way to help make 
this meaningful for the kids, please contact Heidi Thomas (heidit1109@live.com), Cindy Jacobs 
(blondiegirlsmom@yahoo.com), or Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org). 
 

mailto:nolson@hoplc.org
http://www.myvbs.org/hopvbs2019
mailto:heidit1109@live.com
mailto:blondiegirlsmom@yahoo.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments)   

Ross & Vicki Kiehl             04/16/1994     25 years 

Earl & Pat Sack 04/18/1953 66 years 

Jerry & Charlotte Carlson 04/19/1958 61 years 

Brent & Angela King 04/21/1979 40 years 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES in March 

Ruth Marie Thompson 03/18/2019 

 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

5 Years Ago: Pastor Ben Sandin installed at 
House of Prayer by Bishop Ann Svennungsen. 
 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

