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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

go. Complaining about others cannot be the first 
step. Jesus instructs us to only go to others after 
directly confronting the offender and having no 
results.  
 
Following the wisdom of Jesus in regards to 
interpersonal conflict would generate far less 
negativity in our lives. This is a great insight for 
relationships, but is not a complete remedy. 
The other instruction Jesus offers for conflict is 
forgiveness. Jesus tells Peter that if another 

member of the church sins against him he must forgive 
"seventy-seven" times. This number may seem ex-
treme but it underscores the need not only to confront 
offenders directly, but to forgive them. Confronting 
people directly allows us to share our feelings and 
work toward a shared solution. But we must also let go 
of our hurt and anger. Forgiveness allows us to move 
past our pain and heal. Forgiving others is not about 
letting people off the hook, as much as it is releasing 
anger, resentment, and pain from our lives. When we 
refuse to forgive we allow the offense to re-victimize 
us. Forgiving others allows us to heal and makes space 
for reconciliation.  
 
Jesus tells us to forgive repeatedly and confront people 
directly because he understands the emotional damage 
of mishandling conflict in our relationships does. God 
created us for relationship with God and one another. 
In our relationships there will inevitably be times when 
we hurt each other. How we handle our pain and hurt 
goes a long way toward the quality of our life and our 
capacity to love. Handling conflict in mature and 
healthy ways allows to grow into the person God is 
calling us to be. This is true for us as individuals and 
as a church. We are called to do God's work in the 
world. Getting stuck in petty squabbles and holding 
grudges does not allow us to become the person God 
created us to be. Jesus' insights about human conflict 
are powerful and offer us a concrete process that will 
reduce negativity in our lives and free us to share 
God's love. Let us take heed! 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, 
if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?” Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, sev-
enty-seven times.” Matthew 18:21-22 
 
This side of heaven, conflict between people 
is unavoidable. People do not always agree, 
feelings get hurt, wrongs are committed. 
How we handle conflict is the key. Most peo-
ple hate conflict and seek to avoid it. When we deny 
there is a conflict, resentment builds up and relation-
ships suffer. Other times, people will respond passive 
aggressively by sending subtle and indirect signals, 
while harboring judgment and angst. Conflict can of 
course be destructive, but there are many times that 
dealing with conflict allows for open conversation 
and new solutions. The cost of not dealing with con-
flict is high, leading to strained relationships, resent-
ment, and emotional baggage. 
 
Jesus understands the human condition completely 
and offers a blueprint for dealing with conflict in 
Matthew 18. The first, and most important, step in 
dealing with conflict is having a 1-1 conversation. 
(18:15) If you have been hurt or someone has "sinned 
against you" we are to go directly to the person and 
share our concern. This insight cannot be underesti-
mated. Too often, when we are hurt we tell others but 
not the person directly. We share our story and seek 
to win others to our point of view. In families or 
churches, this leads to rumors, factions, and division. 
It is a toxic behavior to not discuss concerns directly 
with the person. Yet, this is often exactly what people 
do. We tend to avoid directly speaking with a person 
who has hurt us because it is hard to do. It forces us 
to name our feelings and share them directly. Anoth-
er way to interpret Jesus' insight is if you cannot or 
will not share your concerns directly with the person 
then you should not involve anyone else. Jesus offers 
two choices: share your concerns directly or let them 

Handling Conflict 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Rally Sunday, SeptembeR 10 
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From our Congregation President 

times of Change 

September is a time of a lot of 
changes.  Children going back to 
school, kids going off to college, and 
the start of fall programs at House of 
Prayer.   Change is difficult.  Pastor 
Ben talked about this at our Collabo-
ration Sunday worship service at 

Veteran’s Park.  Have lunch with someone you 
don’t know, from a different church.  How many 
people did this?  I’m guilty...it’s a lot easier to visit 
with people you know.  I think what we’d find is 
that we’re not that different.  I also think that’s the 
case with our neighbors that aren’t the same as us.  
We probably have a lot more in common than 
you’d think.  Be open to it. 

Pastor Ben’s sermon’s in August talked about our 
value statement: “House of Prayer is a gathering of 
God’s people who value : Welcoming, Relation-
ships, Compassionate Community, and Openness.”   

Welcoming:  How do we respond to the needs in 
our community and around the world?  It’s not   

Scott Wright 

always the easiest thing to do.  How is God 
working in us.   

Relationships:  How can we help others in 
need?  Be willing to say yes and jump out of 
your comfort zone.  Listen to the needs of 
others.   

Compassionate Community:  Really, very 
similar to relationships.  If we’re helping 
others, we’re in relationship with them and 
being a compassionate community. 

Openness:  This is the tough one.  It’s easy 
to give a little more money, or to help some-
one we know.  It’s a lot harder to stand up 
and be open to share God’s love with people 
that are different.  Just remember…God cre-
ated all of us in his image.   

How can we live into our mission statement?  

Change doesn’t happen overnight, but we 

can make a difference. Thanks be to God! 

Scott Wright 

Congregational President 

Women’s Retreat 
Sign up Today for the Women’s Retreat, Saturday 
& Sunday - October 7 & 8,  at Mount Olivet     
Retreat Center in Farmington, MN. 
 
Sharing Grace with Others: How do we love our neighbors as ourselves? What are the rewards for doing 
so? Music, Drama and Humor with Facilitators: Road to Joy Ministries (www.roadtojoyministries.com) 
 
$117 double occupancy (with 4 meals) / $141 single occupancy (with 4 meals) / $53  for just Saturday 
(with 2 meals). Special diets are available; indicate your needs on your registration form. Scholarships 
are available for single day. Registration closes September 10. Forms are available in the Church Office 
and at the Information Desk in the Narthex. 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Thursday, September 14, 2017, 9:00 a.m. • House of Prayer Parish Hall 

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Scott Dahlquist, Boy Scout Leader 
All men are invited for fellowship, devotions, topic (Boy Scout High Adventure activity), meet, greet, 
and chit-chat. Hear Boy Scout Leader Scott Dahlquist discuss his participation and experience with Boy 
Scout Troup 262 in a back-packing and camping trek at the Pilmount Scout Ranch in the New Mexico 
mountains. Sign up at the Information Desk and join us for fellowship! 

Around House of prayer 
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Around House of prayer 

Creation Care team 

Earthbound: Called to Care for Creation Bible 
Study will begin Wednesday, September 13, 
and continue for 6 sessions. Christians have often 
tangled up our concepts of dominion and steward-
ship. Sometimes we are so heavenly focused we 
forget about taking care of our earthly home. 
Earthbound will help us recognize God’s call to 
us to relate to the whole creation as 
our vocation. Please join us at 6:30 
p.m. following Simple Suppers. 
There might even be some special 
surprises! Sign up by contacting the 
church office office@hoplc.org. 

Financial Report 

House of Prayer has kicked off the fiscal year with 
revenue exceeding expectations by $5,468.89 and 
expenses coming in under budget by $3,279. This 
stems from receiving a higher percentage of 
pledged contributions early in the fiscal year as 
well as lower staff, utility, and community devel-
opment expenses that will likely move closer to 
budgeted amounts as the year progresses.  
 
The congregation continues to give faithfully and 
spend wisely and House of Prayer staff continues 
its prudent use of resources.  We’re off to a good 
start of the fiscal year and we are optimistic that 
we’ll see great developments as we move forward. 
 
Thank you, 
Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 
 

July 2017 
  Actual  Budget 
Revenue 53,961  44,890 
Expenses 48,492  48,169 
Net  5,469  (3,279) 

Fall is Just Around the 
Corner . . . 

. . . and plans are in the works 
for House of Prayer’s annual 
Fall Festival on Saturday,   
November 4. Watch for weekly 
Community News bulletins and 

E-News posts for more information on how YOU 
can be a part of helping with the festivities.  
 
We will need greeters, helpers, bakers, crafters, 
food service workers, and contributions of raffle 
prizes and book sale items. More details will come 
later. We’ll also need people willing to place our 
festival advertising signs in their yards prior to the 
event.  
 
If you know of crafters, artisans, and other ven-
dors looking for space to sell their wares, have 
those interested contact Ann Haffely at 612-866-
6148, or send an email to:                                  
hopfallfestival@gmail.com. 
 

Immigration task Force 

An immigration task force has been meeting at 
House of Prayer. The team is studying the issues 
and gathering information by contacting various 
people and organizations involved with immigra-
tion. We had a speaker from the Immigrant Law 
Center of Minnesota. We are looking at various 
action items that we can pursue. This September 
we will have a giving tree in the Narthex where 
you will have the opportunity to purchase items 
for Refugee services of Lutheran Social Services. 
These items will be assembled into kits for newly 
arrived refugee children. These special boxes con-
tain items that will help our newest neighbors feel 
welcomed and supported. 
 

Thanks, Jean Robbins 

book discussion 
Group 

We will meet Thursday,        
September 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Conference Room to 
discuss The Girl on the Train by 
Paula Hawkins. Everyone is 
welcome! 

mailto:hopfallfestival@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCjP6Mh9rVAhUn7IMKHXTrDoIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flirs.org%2Fmyneighborismuslim%2F&psig=AFQjCNFvgkFpXcXGCzpCBkDer8ZsRDRvbQ&ust=1502914517017393
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Children, youth and Family 

Sunday School & youth Nights 
begin Again 

It’s not much more than a week until we start up 
our children & youth programs again!  
 
Sunday School is every Sunday morning at both 
our 9:30 and 11:00 services for children ages 4 
years through 4th grade, starting September 10. 
We explore Bible stories through music, art, dra-
ma, games, and more, spending a few weeks on 
each story to see it from different angles.  
 
Wednesday Youth Nights are every Wednesday 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for youth in 5th-12th grades, 

starting    
September 
13. We alter-
nate between 
learning 
nights with 
smaller 
groups, fel-
lowship 
games & ac-
tivities, and 

service projects to help our mission partners.       
 
To learn more and register check out 
www.hoplc.org or contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523).  
 
Please register ASAP if you have not already and 
feel free to invite friends & neighbors to join us! 

Christian park Cleanup 

House of Prayer adopted Christian Park and as re-
sponsible parents it is time to take care of it again!  
 
On Saturday, September 23 at 10:30am we’ll gather 
at the park (entrance near 69th and Bloomington) and 
open with a quick devotion & to pray for the neigh-
borhood and all who use Christian Park. Picking up 
litter and debris will go fast as long as we have lots of 
hands and then around noon there will be lunch for all 
who helped out! Please sign up by September 18 on 
the attendance card at church or via email to Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org)  

Children & youth Calendar 
 

9/10: Sunday School – Rally Sunday! 
9/13: Youth Night – Icebreaker & Team Building 
          Games 
9/17: Sunday School – Abraham & Sarah 
9/20: Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
9/24: Sunday School – Abraham & Sarah 
9/27: Youth Service Project (TBD) &  
         Due date for Confirmation Retreat forms 
 

HOp preSchool - Register Now  

• School term begins September 12 
• Classes meet Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-

day mornings from 9:00-11:30 am. 
• Tuition is $190/month, plus $55 registration  

Contact Director, Heather Harrison, at  612-861-
7110 or email to hharison@hoplc.org. 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Flu Shot Clinic 
The Adult Ministry Team will again be sponsoring a flu shot clinic at House of Prayer 
on Sunday, September 24. More information to come, and sign-up will be available 
right after Rally Sunday! 

Christ in Community - Collaboration of Richfield ElCA Churches 

              “pin of the Month” From the Collaboration Congregational Listening Team  

September Pin of the Month 
School will be starting soon and organization is important to start a fall day with a smile. With Pinterest 
there are many ways to stay organized, including our 22 Back to School Organization Tips pin. Find this 
pin at www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/Parenting-tools or search Pinterest for familyfaithfun2 and 
check out our Parenting Tools board. 

penn Fest – September 17 
Penn Fest is an annual party that shuts down Penn Avenue all 
the way through Richfield and fills the street with live music, 
food trucks, community organizations, kids’ activities, pet 
zones, car shows, stunts, and more!  
 
House of Prayer will have its own tent there inviting  people 
to check out our church and also offering prayers to any one in 
need. The event runs from noon-4:00 p.m. on Sunday,       
September 17. Hope to see you there! 

Social Seniors 
The combined senior groups of Oak Grove, Woodlake, and House 
of Prayer Lutheran Churches are meeting for a presentation of 
Rick Steves’ LUTHER and the REFORMATION. This special 
commemorative video on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation will be shown at Oak Grove Lutheran Church, on 
Tuesday, September 19, at 11:15 AM. All are welcome!  
Lunch Menu: Ham & Swiss Sliders, Cole Slaw, Fruit Salad, Potato 
Chips, Dessert. A $3 Donation is suggested. Sign up for this event 
at the Information Desk.  

Collaboration Worship At  
Veteran’s park 

We over 300 people attended the collaboration  
worship service at Veteran’s Park on August 20th. 
This festive worship service featured great music, 
fellowship, food, and the challenge to remain open 
to all that God is doing in our lives, our community, 
and in our collaboration process.  

Many thanks to all who participated and helped 
make this event so successful!  

http://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/Parenting-tools/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiC87_7hdrVAhUX0IMKHTh1CUAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ricksteves.com%2Fwatch-read-listen%2Fvideo%2Ftv-show%2Ftv-specials%2Fluther&psig=AFQjCNFsC5F06o_HnXx-XWYMQ4cuaJl2DA&ust=15
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After two successful Gardener’s Markets, we have 
one more day to offer free produce to those who 
need it and a chance for all those with gardens to 
share their extra produce with neighbors! Sunday, 
September 24 at 5:00 p.m. is the last market date 
for this season. We’ll be out in the parking lot 
with produce to share! If you have questions, or 
would like to volunteer, please contact Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org) or Karen Steenson 
(d2ksteenson@gmail.com). 

In the Community 

Reading at RdlS 

When House of Prayer first started in 1953 and didn’t yet have a building, the congregation worshipped 
in the gym of what is now the Richfield Dual Language School. Last year, we started a partnership with 
RDLS and had several volunteers go once or twice a week during the school year to work with students 
on their reading skills. Here are some comments from them about the experience: 
 

“The best part was relating to the students. They’d always say, ‘Hi Dick!’ and be excited when I 
came in. At the end of the year one girl who I didn’t even read with came up and wanted to 
shake my hand.” -Dick Sandeen 
 
“One boy chose a different Clifford book each week, another picked a chapter book and read a 
chapter each time we met. We took an extra 5 minutes on the last day so we could finish the 
book together.” -Myrt Thom 
 
“One third grader I got to read with multiple times really made strides! In the short time we 
worked together, she improved enough to move up a reading group in her class, so it really made 
a difference!” -Terri Behrends-Singer 
 

Now as we’re about to start a new school year, we’re hoping to have even more reading buddies help 
out! Scheduling is somewhat flexible and the time commitment would be about an hour each week (or 
more if you’d like to take two shifts) starting in late September. Please talk to Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) if you’re interested! 

Fix-It Clinic #59 

Saturday, September 9 • 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., Southdale Library, 7001 York Avenue South, Edina 
Got broken stuff at home? Learn valuable repair skills at an upcoming Fix-It Clinic. Residents bring in 
small household appliances, clothing, electronics, mobile devices and more and receive free guided assis-
tance from volunteers with repair skills to disassemble, troubleshoot and fix their items. For more info, 
visit www.hennepin.us/fixitclinic or contact Nancy Lo at nancy.lo@hennepin.us or 612-348-9195.  

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:d2ksteenson@gmail.com
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.hennepin.us/fixitclinic
mailto:nancy.lo@hennepin.us
tel:(612)%20348-9195
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55 Years Ago:  24-Hour Prayer Vigil.  Just prior 
to our first services in our new church we will have 
a twenty-four hour prayer vigil.  Beginning Satur-
day, October 6, and continuing throughout the day 
and night until Sunday, October 7, our new church 
will be open for members to come to pray in our 
new sanctuary.  All of us will want to prepare our 
hearts for entrance into our new church.  What a 
wonderful way for us to welcome our new church 
into our hearts and lives. We hope every member 
of our church will set aside some portion of the day 
or night for this purpose.  Two large Prayer Vigil 
charts will be in the narthex of church where you 
may indicate the time you plan to take part in this 
concerted effort of prayer. (Hi-Lines, September 19, 
1962) 
 

50 Years Ago: Hi-League Day At Gustavus 
Adolphus College. All high school youth are invit-
ed to the tenth annual Hi-League Day at Gustavus 
on Saturday, September 30. A bus from House of 
Prayer will be chartered for this event. Youth must 
sign up on the reservation chart in the narthex if 
they are going to attend. The day will feature wor-
ship in Christ Chapel, a variety show, the football 
game between St. Thomas and G. A., an outdoor 
buffet lunch, and a program, “College and You.” 
Leave church at 8:00 a.m. and return at 7:30 p.m. 
The cost will be $2.00. This includes bus, food, etc. 
Hurry! First come! First served! (Hi-Lines, Septem-

ber 20, 1967) 
 
45 years Ago: “Al Worthington Night.” Every-
one is invited to hear Al Worthington, pitching 
coach of the Minnesota Twins, Monday, October 2, 
7:30 p.m. at church. Harold Ahlbom, newly-elected 
President of our Men’s Fellowship, tells us we are 
very fortunate to have for the evening this baseball 
great of Minnesota fame. Plan to attend! (Hi-Lines, 
September 13, 1972) 
 
40 Years Ago: Richfield Towers – House Of 
Prayer’s Dream! The dream of our former pastor, 
Richard Bingea, and so many others is very near to 
becoming a reality. The construction of Richfield 
Towers, our new Seniors Residence, has been un-
derway for many months and last week an office 
was opened in our church to begin the rental proce-
dure. Diane Gunderson, formerly from Virginia, 
Minnesota and now a Richfield resident, is the 

Rental Agent. Diane shares some rather interesting 
information after only 10 days of interviews. There 
are over 750 names on the list of interested per-
sons, each wishing to rent one of the 150 apart-
ments. There have been 160 contacted to date with 
58 of the apartments rented. She tells us that there 
is a possibility that those who are even as high as 
No. 500 on the list do have a chance of getting one 
of the initial rentals. So be optimistic. Many from 
House of Prayer will live in the complex. Others 
have indicated they will be joining House of Pray-
er. The first two apartments were rented to Dorothy 
Bork and Amy McGraw, two excited HOP mem-
bers. It’s a great “day” for our community! It’s a 
great “day” for our church. Thanks be to God! We 
will keep you informed on the exciting progress. – 
Pastor John Chell. (Hi-Lines, September 29, 1977)  
 
15 Years Ago: A Time Of Prayer: On Wednes-
day, September 11, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather for 
a time of prayer, remembering the trials and trage-
dies of our nation and the world brought about by 
September 11, 2001. This will be a simple service 
of prayer, scripture, hymns and candle lighting. 
Bring your friends and neighbors. (Worship Ser-
vice bulletin, September 8, 2002) 
 
10 Years Ago: A Warm Welcome to: The Direc-
tor of Music Search Committee has completed its 
work and is pleased to announce that Phil Men-
nicke has accepted the position. Phil comes to 
HOP from Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, 
where he has been a section leader and backup con-
ductor for the past ten years. His background in-
cludes membership in the National Lutheran Choir 
and extensive high school choral conducting. Phil 
will begin conducting rehearsals of the senior choir 
and bell choir on September 6. However, due to 
prior commitments with the Central choir, he will 
begin Sunday worship conducting on September 
23. We look forward to making great music!  

 
 

the Heritage team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

Norman & Ilene Holen 09/03/60 57 years 

Bob & Nancy Diercks 09/12/92 25 years 

Shaun & Jill Murphy 09/15/07 10 years 

Charlie & Jean Robbins 09/16/67 50 years 

David & Patricia Decker 09/19/87 30 years 

Gene & Ruth Doyle 09/19/64 53 years 

Gary & Beatrice Videen 09/20/58 59 years 

Joe & Virginia Berryman 09/25/48 69 years 

Wes & Mary Anne Bry 09/25/82 35 years 

DEATHS 

Beverly Lorraine Johnson  08/15/17 

Joanne  LaVonne Carlson 08/22/17 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

20 Years Ago:   
The view from Chicago Avenue 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

