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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

salvation but are saved by Jesus Christ. This 
theological concept drove Luther to write 
the 95 Theses and take a stand against the 
Catholic Church. But it also changed his 
life and relationship with God. 
 
Like many people, Luther had understood 
God to be a harsh and punishing judge. 
This led him as a young monk to repeated-
ly confess his sins and seek absolution. He 

lived in constant fear and trepidation of God’s 
judgment and damnation. When he read and began 
to understand justification by grace through faith, 
his life was transformed. Luther understood God 
as loving and merciful rather than angry and pun-
ishing.  
 
When we realize the gift God has given to us 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection and no long-
er feel the pressure of having to be morally per-
fect, it is liberating. We are set free from anxiety 
and fear. We are set free for love of God and love 
of neighbor. We can love others freely because we 
have been loved. We can give ourselves away be-
cause Christ gave himself for us.  
 
We are justified by grace, through faith, apart 
from works of the law and it makes all the differ-
ence! Let us celebrate this remarkable and life-
giving gift! 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Ben 

Yet we know that a person is justified not 
by the works of the law but through faith 
in   Jesus Christ. And we have come to 
believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might 
be justified by faith in Christ, and not by 
doing the works of the law, because no 
one will be justified by the works of the 
law. Galatians 2:16 
 
This month marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. Christians of all back-
grounds will gather to celebrate and remember 
the historic nature of Martin Luther’s protest and 
the subsequent movement of the church. While 
the Protestant Reformation had ramifications for 
all aspects of society, its theological foundations 
are what have captivated my attention for many 
years. 
 
As a teenager, I was assigned to write a research   
paper on any topic I wished. I chose to write 
about Martin Luther. This project forced me to 
immerse myself in the history of Luther’s life 
and the theological doctrine of justification. 
While it was quite a lot for a sixteen year old to 
process, it left an indelible mark on my life.  
 
Like Luther, I was deeply touched by the magni-
tude of justification by grace. This concept, artic-
ulated in the writings of Paul, makes clear that 
our relationship with God is made whole not by 
our good works, but by grace. Grace is a gift of 
God, undeserved and free. We cannot earn our 

By Grace, Through Faith 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Collaboration Worship 
Thanksgiving Eve  

Mark your calendars for our next Christ In Community 
Collaboration worship service on Thanksgiving Eve,   
November 22 at 7:00pm at Oak Grove Lutheran Church 
(7045 Lyndale Avenue South, Richfield). 
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From our Congregation President 

Living Out Our Values 

Happy October!  Everyone is hope-
fully back in the swing of things. 
Children are back to school, kids and 
parents have adjusted to college life, 
and the fall programs are up and run-
ning at House of Prayer.  Kelly 
Sandin has been hired to be the In-

terim Minister of Faith Formation and Visitation.  
We’re lucky to have an “All-Star staff”.  Lots of 
good things are happening at HOP.   
 
How are we living out our value statement: “House 
of Prayer is a gathering of God’s people who value : 
Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Com-
munity, and Openness.”   
 
Welcoming:  How do we respond to the needs in 
our community and around the world?  It’s not al-
ways the easiest thing to do.  How is God working 
in us.   

Scott Wright 

 
Relationships:  How can we help others in 
need?  Be willing to say yes and jump out of 
your comfort zone.  Listen to the needs of 
others.  Pastor Ben has been preaching about 
forgiveness.  Forgive repeatedly and con-
front directly.  Don’t talk about others be-
hind their backs.   
 
Compassionate Community:  Really, very 
similar to relationships.  If we’re helping 
others, we’re in relationship with them and 
being a compassionate community. 
 
Openness:  This is the tough one.  It’s easy 
to give a little more money, or to help some-
one we know.  It’s a lot harder to stand up 
and be open to share God’s love with people 
that are different.  Just remember…God cre-
ated all of us in his image.   
 
Scott Wright 
Congregational President 

Mark your Calendars for House of Prayer’s 2017 Fall Festival 
Saturday, November 4 • 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Fall Festival is one month away and in the final planning phases. Needed are volun-
teers willing to commit two hours of their time for various responsibilities. Sign-up 
sheets are available at the Information Desk. A few vendor tables for arts and crafts 
are still available – contact hopfallfestival@gmail.com if interested. 
 

Craft Day is scheduled for Friday, October 28! Join this energetic group of crafters creating items for 
House of Prayer’s sale table. No special talent or artistic ability necessary! Sign up at the Information 
Desk starting October 1. Save your quart jars and rings for us and drop them off at the church office. 
 
Gently used books, games, puzzles, DVDs, and CDs are needed for the Book Sale table. Bring your do-
nations to the church library from October 8-29 and label them “For Fall Festival.” Festival goers look 
forward to the chances to win at our Raffle. Drop off your raffle donations in the church office from  
October 8-29. Many of our shoppers look forward to the unique merchandise we present each year. 
 
We are grateful for the many Bake Sale volunteers who help sell and provide baked goods for the in-
cluding cakes, cookies, bars, etc. Sign-up sheets will be at the Information Desk starting October 8. 
Please label items and package cookies in quantities of 6 or 12 (note if contain nuts or allergens). We 
would particularly appreciate donated pies. New this year, visitors will be able to purchase fresh-made 
lefse hot off the griddle! Be sure to try one of the Lefse “Shake-takes” available at the bake sale. Donat-
ed baked goods can be dropped off at the church from 12:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Friday, November 3. 
 
The Fall Festival Luncheon receives numerous compliments every year! The hard-working Kitchen 
Crew needs several donations to complement the outstanding lunch that will be served. Please choose an 
item from the Giving Tree located in the Narthex from October 8-29 to donate to the luncheon. All do-
nated items can be dropped off at the church office and should be marked “For Fall Festival.” 
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Around House of Prayer 

Financial Report 

The House of Prayer August and year-to-date financials are in line with what we’d expect to see this 
time of year. The congregation continues to give faithfully and spend wisely.  The House of Prayer staff 
continues its prudent use of resources. Hope you are all enjoying the start of fall! 
 

 
 

Thank you, 
Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

August Financials 
     

 Aug-17 YTD 

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue         

Offerings $33,863 $38,150 $79,528 $76,300 

Rental Income $2,620 $1,130 $4,592 $2,260 

Ministry Income $1,205 $210 $7,736 $5,820 

 $37,688 $39,490 $91,856 $84,380 

     

Expenses $46,592 $49,273 $95,084 $97,442 

     

Net Operating Revenue ($ 8,904) ($ 9,783) ($ 3,228) ($ 13,062) 

Defensive Driving Instruction 

Need to update your Defensive Driving certifi-
cate? Charlie Robbings will present a 4-hour re-
fresher course at HOP on Wednesday, October 4, 
from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m. Cost is $25 ($20 for AARP 
members). Sign up at the information desk or by 
calling the Church Office. Sponsored by the Adult 
Ministry Team. 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Guest Speaker: 

Mr. Dean Soderbeck 
 Deep Water Scuba Diving Instructor  

All men are invited for 
fellowship – devotions, 
topic (Deep Water Scu-
ba Diving activities), 
meet, greet, chit-chat, 
and hear Dean discuss 
his participation and 

experience scuba diving Lake Superior and other 
waters with youth and adults. Sign up before Oc-
tober 9 at the information desk. And join us for 
fellowship! For more information, call Noel Sag-
ness (612) 866 -0833. 

Book Discussion Group 

We will meet Thursday, October 5, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Confer-
ence Room to discuss Calico Jo by 
John Grisham. Everyone is welcome! 

FEAST Worship 
Last Saturday of the Month 
5:00-6:30pm 

Feast is a new way to wor-
ship at House of Prayer that features great music, 
dinner, family friendly activities, and opportuni-
ties to engage in thoughtful conversation. FEAST 
will take place each month on the last Saturday 
evening and designed for busy people and fami-
lies. Invite your friends and join us in the fellow-
ship hall for this innovative and dynamic gather-
ing! 
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Children, Youth and Family 

Sunday School &  

Youth Night Kickoff 

Last month we restarted Sunday School & 
Wednesday Youth Nights for the year and have 
already worked through lessons on Abraham & 
Sarah, The 10 Commandments, and Trust Build-
ing as well as a youth service project for LSS 
Camp Noah! It’s never too late to join us partway 
through the year though, we’d encourage you and 
any guests to come to Sunday School – 9:30 and 
11:00 on Sundays for children 4 yrs through 4th 
grade – or Wednesday Youth Nights – 6:30-8 
p.m. every Wednesday for 5th-12th graders.   
Contact Ben Whalen at bwhalen@hoplc.org or 
612-500-9523 if you have any questions. 

Confirmation Retreat at Luther Park 

October 14-15 the Confirmation Youth will 
have an overnight retreat at Luther Park in 
Danbury, WI! There will be games, a low 
ropes course, songs, skits, tasty food, a 
campfire, worship led by the youth, and 
learning time about The Apostle’s Creed led 
by Pastor Ben. It will be a great opportunity 
for the youth to have fun, grow closer togeth-
er, and encounter God in new ways! We’d 
ask the congregation to please pray for an 
exciting and faith-filled retreat. 

 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

10/1: Sunday School – Abraham & Sarah 
10/4: Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
10/8: Sunday School – Story of David 
10/11: Youth Learning Night with peer groups 
10/14-10/15: Confirmation Retreat at Luther Park 
10/15: Sunday School – Story of David 
10/18: Youth Service Project Habitat for  
           Humanity Housing Heroes 
10/22: Sunday School – Story of David 
10/25: Youth Night – Murder Mystery 
10/29: Sunday School – Queen Esther 

Sunday 
School 
Singers 

A BIG welcome 
to Mindy Men-
nicke who is 
leading the   
Sunday School 
children in music 
this year! Please mark your calendars for they’ll 
be singing in the 11:00 ReFuel service on October 
15th and again at 9:30 worship on November 
19th . If you have any questions about the Sunday 
School music program please contact Mindy at           
mennickes@comcast.net. 

mailto:mennickes@comcast.net
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Christ in Community - Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

              “Pin of the Month” From the Collaboration Congregational Listening Team  

October Pin of the Month 
October is a time when many kids are dreaming about the wonderful treats that they will collect on Hal-
loween night while Trick or Treating. For some, though, it is not so fun due to food allergies. This is 
beginning to change thanks to Food Allergy Research & Education (FARE). In 2014 they created a 
movement they named the Teal Pumpkin Project to include all children in the Halloween festivities and 
keep kids with food allergies safe. To find out more about this project visit our Pinterest board with 
more Halloween Tips and Tricks at https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/halloween-tips-and-
tricks/ Or Search Pinterest for familyfaithfun2. 

Blessing of the Animals at Woodlake Lutheran Church 
(7525 Oliver Avenue South) 

Sunday, October 1 • 2:00 p.m. 
Please come to our annual Blessing of the Animals! People and their pets 
meet on the lawn for a brief service before going to the chapel where each 
animal is individually blessed. (We’ll be inside in case of bad weather). Chil-
dren may bring a favorite stuffed animal they would like blessed. Our pas-
tors have also blessed pictures of special pets. In our years of the blessing, 
we have had cats, dogs, fish, guinea pigs, roosters, a goat, and a snake, so please bring your special pet 
for a fun and meaningful time. If you are an animal lover who has no pet now, you are welcome too! 

Simpson Housing Services 

Simpson Housing Services is a non-profit dedicated to housing, supporting, and advocating for people 
experiencing homelessness—it’s a homeless shelter, and so much more. 
 
• Simpson provides dignified and safe emergency housing for 44 men and 22 women nightly. This 

gives guests access to shower, toiletries, mail and a savings program. Guests receive breakfast, 
lunches to go and a hot evening meal. Some folks who are not staying overnight can also eat. Dinner 
is prepared for 120 guests. Guests can also access healthcare, mental health referrals and veterans 
services. Many guests work full or part time. 

• The single adult Housing program provides subsidized housing for homeless adults. 
• Rental subsidies and support services are provided for 210 families with 450 children. The aim is to 

break the generational cycle of homelessness. 
• A housing development in Edina provides housing for 16 to 24-year olds. Housing is also provided 

for youth aged parents of children aged 0-5. 
• Children and youth have access to tutoring and mentoring services. 
• In 2016: 3,892 people were served, 1,111 were placed into housing, including 263 families with 539 

kids, 2,775 men and women received services, 110 moved from the shelter to their own housing. 
• House of Prayer has cooked and served a hot meal to guests for 30 years. Thank you for your finan-

cial support as well as gifts of socks, underwear and personal care products. 
• Ongoing needs of the shelter include single sheets and towels (can be used), men’s and women’s 

socks and underwear, disposable razors, shaving cream, deodorant, shampoo and toothpaste. As 
winter approaches, there is a greater need for blankets (which may be gently used), hats, gloves, and 
thermal underwear. 

• House of Prayer’s relationship with Simpson will be highlighted on Sunday morning, October 22. 
A special offering for Simpson will be received. Additionally, HOP members may bring personal 
care items such as underwear, socks, shaving products, deodorant, toothbrushes/toothpaste, etc. 

https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/halloween-tips-and-tricks/
https://www.pinterest.com/familyfaithfun2/halloween-tips-and-tricks/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiC87_7hdrVAhUX0IMKHTh1CUAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ricksteves.com%2Fwatch-read-listen%2Fvideo%2Ftv-show%2Ftv-specials%2Fluther&psig=AFQjCNFsC5F06o_HnXx-XWYMQ4cuaJl2DA&ust=15
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In The Community 

Richfield         
Social Justice 

Community 

This is a fairly new group in town whose mission 
is to be “a positive and informative space for peo-
ple who want to make sure ALL of our communi-
ty members are safe. We work actively against 
racism, sexism, homophobia, and Islamaphobia.” 
There are currently sub-groups focused on educa-
tion, the environment, housing, and policing. This 
is not a faith-based group but their mission reso-
nates with our congregational values of welcom-
ing and compassionate community. It’s a great 
opportunity to connect with our Richfield neigh-
bors and be a part of some positive change. 
 
If you’d like to get involved you can join their 
Facebook group, come to their next meeting on 
Sunday, October 8 at 1:00 p.m. at the Augsburg 
Park Library, or you can attend their monthly 
happy hours at the Richfield Pizza Luce – every 
4th Wednesday of the month from 5-7 p.m. If you 
have any questions, please talk to Ben Whalen at 
bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523. 

Reading at RDLS 

We’re now a month into 
the school year but it’s 
not too late to join the 
crew of reading buddies at the Richfield Dual Lan-
guage School! Terri, one of our volunteers, re-
members one student from last year: “In the short 
time we worked together, she improved enough to 
move up a reading group in her class so it really 
made a difference!” Scheduling is flexible and the 
time commitment would be about an hour each 
week. Please talk to Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) if you’re 
interested!  

Help Provide Food to Children at 
Centennial 

House of Prayer will be partnering with an organi-
zation called The Sheridan Story to offer food to 
school children over the weekends. Free & reduced 
meals at schools are used by many kids who then 
may not have enough food over the weekend. With 
your help we can provide food for those children 
and their families.  
 
There are currently 25 more kids at Centennial Ele-
mentary in Richfield who would like this service 
so we’d like to make it happen! For just $128 you 
can support one student for the whole school year 
(that ends up being just $16 per month or $4 per 
week). Please consider donating toward this simple 
yet so important cause! We also need a few volun-
teers who are willing to distribute the food on Fri-
day mornings at the school – either every week or 
just occasionally.  
 
Please talk with Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org 
or 612-500-9523) if you have questions or would 
like to help out. Thank you in advance! 

HOP Choir Sings for Reformation 
Service at Central Lutheran 

To help commemorate the 500-year anniversary 
of the Reformation, there will be a worship ser-
vice of enormous proportions on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28 at Central Lutheran (downtown Minneap-
olis).  The service will be at 4 p.m. and is the cul-
mination of a 2-day event hosted by Luther Semi-
nary centered on the Reformation, from both a 
theological and a musical perspective, presented 
by some of the great experts in these fields. 
 
The House of Prayer choir will be joining many 
other church choirs at the Saturday worship, 
forming a GIGANTIC mass choir. The National 
Lutheran Choir will be singing throughout the 
service and will also be a part of the mass choir. 
This promises to be a truly spectacular and mem-
orable event. Come and take it in if you can! 
 
For more information about the 2-day event, 
check out www.luthersem.edu/reformation. 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
http://www.luthersem.edu/reformation/
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55 Years Ago:  First Services in New Church 
Thrilling!  What a glorious day!  The first Sunday 
in our new church!  Eighteen hundred and seventy-
six at worship in the morning and 425 at commun-
ion in the evening.  Our special thank offering to-
taled $2,209.80. Those who did not bring thank 
offerings last Sunday are welcome to bring them 
this coming Sunday. We apologize for all those 
could not be seated! We used every chair in the 
building.  Our fondest hopes were exceeded!  We 
also noted a shortage of hymnbooks.  Would there 
be those interested in placing a hymnbook as a spe-
cial gift?  Cost is $4 per hymnal.  Call Alvina in the 
church office if you would like to.  Our nursery 
will be improved next Sunday, too.  The infants 
will go to the old nursery and toddlers up to 3 to 
the Hearth Room.  Thanks to all those who worked 
so diligently to prepare for Sunday. (Hi-Lines,   
October 17, 1962  
 
40 Years Ago:  Lutherlites (Formerly separate 
youth service organizations known as Lutherettes 
and Acolytes.)  All youth (7th grade and up) inter-
ested in serving the church through the Lutherlite 
program will meet along with their parents for a 
general meeting in Parish Hall next Saturday, Octo-
ber 15th, at 11 a.m.  The new Lutherlite program 
will combine service through acolyting, worship 
preparations, office help, and special programs for 
senior citizens.  Parents and youth interested in the 
program are urged to join us Saturday for fellow-
ship, refreshments, and planning.  Boys and girls 
invited.  Award hours earned last year will contin-
ue to count.  (Worship Service bulletin, October 9, 
1977)  
 
35 Years Ago:  Annual Luau Enjoyed By Hun-
dreds.  The 3rd Annual House of Prayer Apprecia-
tion Luau on September 19 is now history.  The 
chefs prepared the food to perfection!  All present, 
including the many volunteers who were recog-
nized, express a sincere thanks to the Church 
Board, Council of Commissioners and Ministerial 
Staff for this super event!  The pastors “enjoyed” 
the dunk tank!  Be a volunteer in ’83!  Also, thank 
you to the Group Life Commission, Judy and 
Gordy Holmes, Susanne Smith, and all those who 
helped to make this a day to remember.  (Hi-Lines, 
October 5, 1982) 

35 Years Ago:  Senior Choir Robes have arrived 
from Belgium.  They’re beautiful and will be worn 
for the first time on All Saints’ Sunday, November 
7.  (Hi-Lines, October 19, 1982) 
 
30 Years Ago:  Blessing Of Animals (stuffed ani-
mals, too) will be this Wednesday, October 7th at 
5:30 pm in House of Prayer Church Parking Lot.  
All kids invited to bring their pets for this St. Fran-
cis Day blessing of animals.  (Worship Service bul-
letin, October 4, 1987) 
 
10 Years Ago:  3rd Annual Women’s Christmas 
Brunch; Saturday December 8, 2007.  All Wom-
en who would like to set a Holiday table and/or 
help with preparations/planning are encouraged to 
attend an informational meeting on Thursday Octo-
ber 18th at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room.  If 
you are unable to attend, please visit the sign-up 
table in the Narthex after worship or call Pam Mur-
phy (952-894-7174).  (Worship Service bulletin, 
October 14, 2007) 
 
10 Years Ago:  Our 7th Annual Dog Days:  Sun-
day October 21st, 10:30 – 12:30;  Brats n’ Dogs, 
Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Buttered Corn, Chips, 
Cookies, Beverages.  $5.00 Adults, $3.00 Kids.  
(Worship Service bulletin, October 14, 2007) 
 

10 Years Ago:  Card Ministry.  If you are inter-
ested in joining the Card Ministry you can contact 
Carrie Brookins at 952-736-2190.  Card ministry 
meeting will be on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the 
month.  (Worship Service bulletin, October 14, 2007) 
 
10 Years Ago:  The 2007 Fall Harvest Festival is 
next Saturday, November 3rd!  We are still in 
need of Workforce to help the day of the Fair!  
Calling men and women to please consider donat-
ing your time for 1-1/2 to 2 hours on Saturday!  No 
special training required.  We also are in need of 
more goodies for the bake sale.  Sign up using the 
bulletin insert or at the information desk today!  
Profits earned from the 2007 Fall Harvest Festival 
have been earmarked to help replace the floor in 
the Fellowship Hall Kitchen.  So come to the Festi-
val, have your morning coffee, lunch, shop at the 
HoP craft table, bake sale and raffle – your money 
will be put to good use!  (Worship Service bulletin, 
October 28, 2007) 

The Heritage Team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

Doug & Blaine Turk 10/06/07 10 years 

Curtis & Rosalie Jensen 10/08/82 35 years 

Steve & Michelle Sather 10/10/87 30 years 

Cal & Sandy Jenson 10/16/82 35 years 

Lamar & Donna Wangen 10/30/54 63 years 

DEATHS 

Dorothy Dahl 09/01/17 

Carolyn Johnson  09/01/17 

Alice Lindberg 09/02/17 

Albert Retzer 09/09/17 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

60 Years Ago:  1957 Congregants outside 
First Unit of House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

