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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

Jesus’ baptism models for us the need for 
humility before God and a continual seeking 
of God’s presence. When Jesus emerges 
from the waters he receives the power of the 
Holy Spirit and hears God’s voice say: “You 
are my son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” With these powerful words of af-
firmation, Jesus is driven to the wilderness 
for a time of temptation and trial. No doubt, 

these words from God were an important reminder 
of Jesus’ identity as Son of God and a comfort in 
troubling times. The promise we have been given 
through baptism means these powerful words ap-
ply to us as well. 
 
As people of faith, we are not exempt from trials 
and tribulations. We do not get to avoid pain, suf-
fering, loss, and heartbreak. What we do have is 
the constant promise of God’s presence in our 
lives. God is with us always and God has already 
determined our true identity as children of God. 
We are the beloved of God, the sons and daugh-
ters of the creator. We are loved and through bap-
tism are given the power of the Holy Spirit which 
sustains us and directs us toward God’s path. We 
may have wilderness moments along the way, but 
we will do well to remember the ever-presence of 
God. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Ben 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like 
a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”   
Mark 1:9-11 

 
At the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he 
traveled to the wilderness to be baptized by John 
the Baptist. John’s role was to prepare people for 
the coming of the Messiah by proclaiming a 
message of repentance. John’s baptism offered 
forgiveness of sins and a fresh start, but he un-
derstood that one who was greater than him was 
coming soon, referring to Jesus. So why then 
does Jesus need to be baptized? 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

FEAST Worship Schedule Change 
Saturday, January 6th, 5:00-6:30pm 

 

Feast worship and dinner will 
move to the FIRST Saturday 
of the Month beginning Janu-
ary 6. Invite your friends and 
join us in the Fellowship Hall 
for this innovative and dynamic gathering! 

Offering Envelopes  
Available for Pick Up 

Please pick up your offering envelopes from the 
table in the Narthex.  If you have questions about 
your envelopes or would like to set up your offer-
ing donations electronically through Simply Giv-
ing, please contact Financial Administrator, Jo 
Shoberg at jshoberg@hoplc.org or 612-866-8471. 

mailto:jshoberg@hoplc.org
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Community Development 

Looking for something new, differ-
ent and rewarding for 2018?  Start-
ing January 1; we all have 365 days/ 
opportunities to make a difference in 
the lives of others in 2018.  Here are 
several opportunities to be involved 
in Richfield and the communities 

around us through Community En-
gagement, Outreach, and the work of 
Communications.  House of Prayer is 
very blessed with the heartfelt passion 
given by our leaders and members 

that continue to volunteer their time to the following 
programs and events. 
 

Community Development: 
Sheridan Story - money raised to provide food on 
the weekends for 25 students at Centennial Elemen-
tary School and their families. We have a few volun-
teers who help distribute food Friday mornings to 
kids' backpacks. The whole goal is to help with the 
"food gap" on the weekends for families who rely on 
free and reduced meals from school during the week. 

PMAC - Savanna Kamara and Ben Whalen continue 
to attend monthly meetings with the Police Multicul-
tural Advisory Committee where they discuss com-
munity issues related to policing. They just had their 
annual Heroes & Helpers event to give children a 
chance to buy holiday gifts for themselves and their 
families. We had 6 volunteers from House of Prayer 
help with that event. 

Supporting Immigrants with Assumption - over $750 
was raised for Assumption's Lydia Home program 
that supports local immigrant families. Patricio Peña 
visited one Sunday and spoke with several of our 
members about what they are doing. 

Conversations with Friends - This is an opportunity 
to visit or write letters to folks being detained in im-
migration detention. There will be a training in St 
Paul from 9am-1pm on Saturday, Jan 6th for people 
interested in volunteering with this organization. 
Contact Gretchen Swenson if you have questions. 

Adopt-A-Park - In September, we cleaned up Chris-
tian Park in Richfield. The next opportunity to help 
will be in May. 

Tutoring in the Schools - We have 4 tutors reading 
with students once a week at RDLS and will be start-

Paula Kiehl 
Community 

Development 
Chair 

ing up some volunteers at Centennial as well. 
This is an open invitation to anyone who can 
commit to an hour a week during the school 
day and is interested in working with young 
students. 

Richfield Community Housing Team - A team 
is forming to help our Richfield neighbors.  
This group will meet to discuss how we can be 
advocates for affordable housing, displacement 
of our neighbors, and create access to new af-
fordable housing. 

Citizenship Classes- The Immigration Task 
Force will be working with ARRIVE Minis-
tries and a neighboring church to provide Citi-
zenship classes in March.  We are looking for 
volunteers to help tutor students. The commit-
ment will be 12 sessions with training provid-
ed.  The number of students will be determined 
by the number of volunteers.  

Outreach: 
July 2017  
• Guest speaker from Gustavus Adolphus 

College, special offering collected 
September 2017 
• Served a meal for Loaves and Fishes 
• Gave funds to youth to purchase supplies 

and put together kits for Project Noah 
• Collected gently used/new clothes for Chil-

dren’s Clothing Sale for families in need 
October 2017 
• Guest speaker from Simpson Shelter, spe-

cial offering collected 
December 2017 
• Placed cardboard house in the Narthex to 

collect items for the LSS Homeless Youth 
Gift List 

January 2018 
• Collecting toilet paper for VEAP 
• Serving a meal for Loaves and Fishes 
• January 21- Joel from Luther Park will 

speak and we will collect a special offering 
February 2018 
• Collecting toilet paper for VEAP 
• February 18- John Hulden from Synod will 

preach, no special offering 
March 2018 
• Youth will repackage toilet paper at VEAP  
April 2018 
• Many Hands Many Meals Packing event 

Leadership Ministry Team Update 
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In the Community 

Community Development (Cont.) 

On Going 
• VEAP - Basket in the narthex  
• Monthly serving a meal at Simpson Shelter 
• Gift certificates for $25 for groceries and gas 

available 
• Many involved with Isaiah events 
 

Communications: 
Welcome to the Neighborhood packets - HOP 
sends a letter, redesigned brochure and neighbor-
hood map to new Richfield residents about 90 
days after they close on their house. The packet 
invites them to visit our website and click the link 
on the homepage to receive a “New Resident 
Welcome Basket” from HOP. The basket includes 
homemade cookies, a Caribou gift card, a Twin 
Cities Adventure Guide (customized for HOP), 
and a Chinook Book discount card (local, sustain-
able coupons on your phone). Our visiting team 
contacts those that have responded and makes ap-
pointments to visit. If you have a new neighbor, 
encourage them to visit our website and click the 
“New Resident Welcome Basket” link if they are 
interested in a visit from HOP.  
 

Many thanks to Mike Finstad, realtor with Re/
Max Advantage Plus, for the weekly Richfield 
home closing list, Megan Meuli for providing dis-
counted Twin Cities Adventure Guides and 
Kathrine Mullen for donating the Chinook Book 
cards. 
 

Get Involved: 
Want to be involved and volunteer your gift of 
time, compassion and love for others? 
Contact Paula Kiehl at 612-889-1167 or  pkieh-
l3@gmail.com. 
 
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of others.”-Mahatma Gandhi 
 
 

Housing Team 

For the past few years 
Richfield leaders, volun-
teers, and the City 
Council have been ex-
ploring how to maintain 
affordable housing.  
 
The Suburban Hennepin 
Housing Coalition – a 
group made up of organ-
izations who offer direct 

service to families with housing needs – has been 
involved in this work and is now forming a local 
team within Richfield to continue leading the 
way. This group will help reach out to and edu-
cate our neighbors on housing issues, engage with 
our city council and other public leaders, and as-
sist neighbors who have been displaced and need 
housing support.  
 
If you’d like to be a part of this work, please con-
tact Paula Kiehl (pkiehl3@gmail.com). There will 
also be opportunities soon to attend city council 
work sessions related to housing ordinances they 
are currently considering. Please watch the an-
nouncements for updates on these and come lend 
your support when you can! 

Thank you for Supporting               
Immigrants with Assumption 

In December, Patricio Pena visited from the 
Church of the Assumption (just down the road) to 
share how their Lydia House program is assisting 
immigrant families in our neighborhood.  
Many of you spoke with him and/or donated to 
their work 
and together 
we contrib-
uted over 
$750 toward 
their pro-
grams. 
 
Thank you 
for your 
support! 

mailto:pkiehl3@gmail.com
mailto:pkiehl3@gmail.com
mailto:pkiehl3@gmail.com
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Children, Youth and Family 

Youth Lock-In  

January 26 at 7pm until January 27 at 7am will be 
this year’s overnight youth lock-in for all 7th-12th 
graders. The Gustavus Youth Outreach Team will 
once again lead us in a night full of games, wor-
ship, bible study, food, more games, and maybe 
some sleeping ... eventually. This event is FREE, 
and youth are encouraged to invite friends. Please 
sign up with Ben Whalen by January 21 if you’d 
like to participate! 

Children & Youth Calendar 
 

1/3: Youth Nights restart - 
          Learning night with peer groups 
1/6: Feast worship & dinner for all ages - 
          Epiphany 
1/7: Sunday School restarts - 
          The Lord is My Shepherd 
1/10: Youth Service Night - 
          Bingo at Martin Luther Campus, please  
          meet at church at 6pm 
1/14: Sunday School - 
          The Lord is My Shepherd 
1/17: Youth Night - 
          Learning night with peer groups 
1/21:  Sunday School - 
          The Lord is My Shepherd AND  
          Luther Park Camp Sunday 
1/24:  Youth Night - Broomball 
1/26-27:  Overnight Lock-In for 7th-12th graders 
1/28: Sunday School - The Disciples 
1/31:  Youth Night -  
          Telling our Faith Stories AND  
          Deadline to sign up for Family Mission Trip 

In Need of a Bible? 
 

Five hundred years ago Martin 
Luther advocated that the bible be 
accessible to more people and we 
agree! If your child does not have 
an age-appropriate bible and 
would like one (for free) please 
talk with Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-
9523). We have story bibles for young children 
and study bibles for older youth. Ben is happy to 
talk with you about the best bible for your child 
and some ideas on how to explore it together! 

Christmas Program 

Many thanks to all the children who put on such a 
fabulous Christmas program this year, the parents 
who helped make it happen, and of course to 
Mindy Mennicke for orchestrating it all! It truly 
could not happen without the help of everyone in-
volved and we appreciate you greatly. The chil-
dren will sing in worship again several times in 
winter/spring; those dates will be announced soon.  

Summer 2018 

Summer plans are happening now – make sure to 
save room for these 4 opportunities with House of 
Prayer! Please talk to Ben Whalen if you have 
more questions about any of these dates. 
 
June 17-22:  Camp Week at Luther Park for 

1st-9th graders 
June 25-July 2: ELCA National Youth Gather-

ing for 8th-12th graders 
July 13-15:  Family Mission Trip to Duluth/

Superior for all ages (Sign up 
deadline is January 31!) 

July 23-26:  Vacation Bible School for pre-
K to 5th graders 

mailto:bwhalen@hoplc.org
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Around House of Prayer 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
Thursday, January 11, 2018 • 9:00 AM 

House of Prayer Fellowship Hall 
Guest Speakers: 

Pastor Tom Zarth (Oak Grove Church) 
Pastor Charlie Plaster (Wood Lake Church) 
Pastor Ben Sandin (House of Prayer Church) 

 
All Sisters & Brothers are invited for fellowship, 
devotions, topic (Three Churches in Fellowship), 
meet, greet, chit-chat, and refreshments. You will 
hear these three Pastors reflect and discuss details 
for preparing to build and conduct a collaborative 
“Fellowship” event for Oak Grove, Wood Lake, 
and House of Prayer Sisters & Brothers. Sign up 
before January 9, 2018, at the information desk. 

Social Seniors 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, 11:15 a.m. at Oak 
Grove Lutheran, 7045 Lyndale Avenue South. 

The combined senior groups of Oak Grove, Wood-
lake, and House of Prayer Lutheran churches in-
vite you to lunch and a presentation about how our 
town of Richfield was formed and about the peo-
ple who made its growth possible. 

Menu: Bone-in Ham, Italian Corn Casserole, Fruit 
Salad, Rolls, Dessert. $3 donation suggested. 
Program: A historical perspective of Early Rich-
field presented by John Bjostad, Richfield Histori-
cal Society. 
Please sign up at the Information Desk if you plan 
to attend. 

Creation Care Team Update 

Since April 2017, the Creation Care Team members have 
been pondering, studying, and considering ways for House 
of Prayer to actively carry out God’s call to us to care for 
creation. Caring for creation involves many aspects of our 
lives on this planet, from climate, energy, environment, 
fossil fuels, food, natural gas, oil, population growth, soil, 
technology, transportation, toxics, waste, water, wood – all 
having consequences whether we act or do not act. The 
team’s efforts to date include the six-part video series 
“Earthbound” that was part of Bible Study Wednesday 
evenings in September and October and focused on do-
minion, stewardship, and taking care of our earthly home. 
The Creation Care Team Display November 19th in the 
Narthex included information on various issues such as 
non-toxic cleaning products, energy-saving tips, and ideas for a “greener” holiday season. Nathan Bauer 
won the drawing at that event for the birdhouse made and donated by Gil Frosig.  
 

Coming in January, the Creation Care team will show Al Gore’s new film, “An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power,” a dramatic view of what is happening around the world. Plan to join us Wednesday, 
January 3 and 10, at 6:30 pm.   
 

We are excited to announce that Twin Cities meteorologist, Paul Douglas, will present his topic 
“Climate Change: Natural Cycle or Troubling Trend” at HOP on Tuesday evening, February 20 at 7:00 
p.m.. Paul Douglas will also bring copies of his book, co-authored with the Rev. Mitch Hescox, entitled 
“Caring for Creation: An Evangelical’s Guide to Climate Change and a Healthy Environment.”  
 

Current Creation Care Team members are Karen Steenson, chairperson, Darlene Clauson, Mary Markes, 
Myrt Thom, Sandy Williams, and Pastor Ben Sandin. Let us know if you have questions, ideas, con-
cerns, topics of special interest, or anything you’d like to discuss. And we welcome new members. 
We’d be pleased to hear from you.   
 

Eco tip: Shut off your computer. 75% of all the electricity used in the house is standby power to keep 
electronics running. Shut down your computer when not in use and you can save about $70 a year.  
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Monthly Finance Report 

We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Here is the monthly financial 
report through November. 

 
*Ministry Income includes, but is not limited to, money to offset expenses, such as coffee, youth donations, retreat offsets, 
flower donations, and advertising donations. 

Thank you, Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

November Financials 

     

       Nov-17 YTD 

 ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

Revenue         

Offerings $38,743 $40,200 $201,435 $201,900 

Rental Income $4,540 $3,930 $17,123 $14,360 

Ministry Income* $4,164 $530 $18,144 $14,510 

 $47,447 $44,660 $236,702 $223,620 

     

Expenses $45,331 $45,846 $242,517 $238,559 

  
Net Operating  

Revenue 

  
  

        $2,116 

  
  

($1,186) 

  
  

($ 5,815) 

  
  

($ 14,939) 
  

       

Fall Festival Committee Update 

The Fall Festival Planning Committee gathered 
for their last 2017 meeting on November 30. At 
this meeting we discussed the profit from this 
event, comments and suggestions from the team, 
and survey results from the vendors. Our profit 
this year was around $4,000 and the decision as to 
where this money will be donated is in the works. 
The team discussed how wonderful the Festival 
was and ways to make it even better next year. 
Our vendor surveys provide comments every year 
about how gracious and friendly the people at 
HOP are. We would like to thank members and 
participating non-members for both our success 
and the vendors’ success. We believe the vendors 
love attending our event because of the all the 
work you do to help make it a success! Some mer-
chants have been turned away for the past two 
years for lack of space, and we are exploring ways 
to expand the 2018 Fall Festival to accommodate 
more vendors.  

Would you like to be part of one of House of 
Prayer’s largest events for 2018? Contace Paula 
Kiehl at: 612-889-1167 or pkiehl3@gmail.com. 

Around House of Prayer 

Christmas Eve 2017 

tel:(612)%20889-1167
mailto:pkiehl3@gmail.com
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55 Years Ago:  The Altar—the Focus Of The 
Form.  The altar of our new church pictured on the 
front cover is the focal point of our sanctuary.    

The floor plan of our sanctuary is patterned after 
the Greek cross in contrast to the traditional Latin 
cross.  The Greek cross has been a symbol of the 
Christian Church through all the centuries.  The 
four equal arms of the cross emphasize the outward 
reach of the Christian message to all regardless of 
class, color, or clan.  The intersection of the arms 
of the cross is at the center where the central altar 
becomes the focal point.  The mystery of the altar 
and the sacrament remains, but it is not removed 
from the people.  It is brought into the very body of 
the worshipping congregation. The altar itself is 
made up of eight slabs of Mankato stone joined 
together by metal cross-members and mortar. Total 
weight of the altar is 5400 pounds. The appoint-
ments of candlesticks and eternal light around and 
above the altar emphasize the significance of the 
eternal Presence of the Lord in His House.  Light 
and fire have always been rich symbolism for the 
Lord’s Presence both within Old and New Testa-
ment.  The Greek cross form setting upon the altar 
presently is only a temporary appointment for it is 
the plan and the hope someday to suspend over the 
altar an appropriate art form that will emphasize 
the work and person of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
(Hi-Lines, January 2, 1963)   
 

55 Years Ago:  Fran Tarkenton at Father-Sons.  
The annual Father and Sons banquet will feature 
Fran Tarkenton, Viking quarterback, as guest 
speaker.  The banquet will take place on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are available in the 
church office.  They are $1.50 for men and $1 for 
boys.  We urge all father and sons who wish to at-

tend to get tickets early, as only a limited supply is 
available.  (Hi-Lines, January 2, 1963) 
 

55 Years Ago:  Property Sale:  The property on 
77th and Columbus that was purchased for a par-
sonage some years ago has been sold for $4,500 by 
our Trustees but in order for negotiations to be 
completed the congregation must approve the sale.  
Opportunity for this will be given at the annual 
meeting of the congregation on Monday, January 
14.  (Hi-Lines, January 2, 1963) 
 

40 Years Ago:  Worship at Assumption.  Have 
you worshipped lately in a Roman Catholic 
Church?  On Sunday, January 22, at 5 p.m. an Ecu-
menical Service of The Word will be held at As-
sumption Roman Catholic Church, 305 East 77th 
Street, Richfield, Minnesota.  It will be sponsored 
by Bethany Covenant, House of Prayer and As-
sumption in observance of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.  The staffs and choirs of all three 
churches will participate.  Mark your calendar now 
for an exciting celebration of our common faith in 
Christ.  (Hi-Lines, January 5, 1978) 
 

25 Years Ago:  Positively Richfield.  Pastor John 
Chell will be the guest on Cable TV #33 beginning 
Tuesday, February 2nd.  The interview will be re-
peated throughout the month on Tuesdays at 8:00 
p.m. and Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.  It features the 
ministry of House of Prayer, his community in-
volvement, and expectations for ministry during his 
retirement.  Tune in!!  (Worship Service bulletin, 
January 24, 1993) 
 

20 Years Ago:  VEAP’s 25th Anniversary:  In 
1998 VEAP (Volunteers Enlisted To Assist People) 
is celebrating its 25th anniversary.  We house a 
VEAP Food Shelf in our building.  At our worship 
services this morning, Shirley Moen, will be bring-
ing a Temple Talk about this important ministry.  
(Worship Service bulletin, January 11, 1998) 
 
10 Years Ago:  Lord’s Prayer Milestone. The 1st 
grade Sunday School class will be presented with a 
pictorial edition of Luther’s Small Catechism at the 
10:30 worship service on January 27th. Those pre-
sented with a Catechism are: Cameron Deguzman, 
Kaleb Ohlhauser, Jonathan Kamera-Ongeri, Dylan 
Taylor, Erik Larson. (Worship Service bulletin, 
January 20, 2008) 

The Heritage Team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

None in January 

 

 

DEATHS 

Richard “Dick” Stromberg 11/27/17 

Gordon Alllison 12/01/17 

Irene Nordgaard 12/07/17 

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

50 Years Ago:  House of Prayer Christmas 
Sanctuary, December 1967. 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com
mailto:cwright@hoplc.org

