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Jesus. To be salt means that others will “see 
our good works” and the way we live our 
lives and want to be part of it. A person of 
faith doesn’t have the option of retreating 
from the world or only associating with oth-
er Christians. We must share our life and 
share our faith, and let our “salty” actions 
bear witness to the love and grace of God. 
Jesus also warns us that as salt we cannot 
lose our saltiness or we become useless. If 

we are living among those who are not in relation-
ship with God, but we lose our faithfulness and 
people cannot tell the difference God makes, then 
we have lost our saltiness. 
 
In a similar way, Jesus tells the crowd (and us) 
“you are the light of the world.” By this Jesus sug-
gests that our actions and lives have the potential 
to bring light and hope into the world. When we 
use our gifts, passions, and talents to bring God’s 
light into the world, we bring glory to God. Rather 
than allow our opportunities for doing God’s work 
go unfinished, we are to let our lights shine in all 
we do. 

continued on page 4 

The fifth chapter of Matthew marks the 
beginning of what is called “The Sermon 
on the Mount” and contains some of the 
key teachings of Jesus. If we want to be-
come followers of Jesus, this chapter is 
absolutely pivotal to not only understand, 
but to live out. 
 
Jesus wants the crowd (and us) to under-
stand that when we are in relationship to 
God it should make a profound difference in 
how we live our lives. In other words, if you are 
a person of faith you should behave differently 
in the world. Jesus uses salt and light as meta-
phors for living the faithful life. 
 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 
and trampled under foot. “You are the light of 
the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No 
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” Matthew 5:13-16 
 
When we think about salt we sometimes think in 
negative terms. Too much salt in your diet can 
be unhealthy. Nonetheless, we need salt both in 
the food we eat and our bodies themselves. The 
key is having the right amount of salt. Think 
about a meal that is overly bland and how the 
addition of salt can make all the difference. Salt 
makes a difference and is noticed, but salt is also 
among things that are not salt. We wouldn’t eat 
salt on its own—unless it was a dare—it is al-
ways mixed in with other ingredients. Jesus tells 
us that we are the salt of the world, but to be 
wary of losing our saltiness. 
 
To be salt means we must live the life of faith in 
the world, among those who are not following 

Salt and Light 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lent begins on Wednesday, March 1st 
as we gather for Ash Wednesday. Two 
worship services will be held that day, 
at noon and 7pm. Please join us as we 

enter the season of Lent together. 
Note: There will be no Simple Supper 

or youth programs that night. 
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From our Congregation President 

 
Picking a New CEO 

 
Once again, I found an article that ex-
presses my thoughts and its words are 
far better than the ones I could write. I 
have read variations of the story, cred-
ited to anonymity, and I think it is worth sharing. It 
is the story of “THE SEED.” Enjoy and reflect! 

A successful businessman was growing old and 
knew it was time to choose a successor to take over 
the business. Instead of choosing one of his Direc-
tors or his children, he decided to do something dif-
ferent. He called all the young executives in his 
company together. He said, “It is time for me to 
choose the next CEO. I have decided to choose one 
of you.” They were shocked, but the boss contin-
ued, “I am going to give each one of you a seed to-
day – one very special SEED. I want you to plant 
the seed, water it, and come back in one year with 
what you have grown from the seed I have given 
you. I will then judge the plants that you bring, and 
the one I choose will be the next CEO.” 

One man, Jim, was there that day and also received 
a seed. He went home and told his wife the story. 
She helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he 
planted the seed. Every day, he watered it and 
watched to see if it had grown. After three weeks, 
some of the other executives began to talk about 
their seeds and the plants that were beginning to 
grow. Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever 
grew. Five weeks went by, still nothing. By now, 
others were talking about their plants, but Jim didn’t 
have a plant and he felt like a failure. 

Six months went by – still nothing in Jim’s pot. 
Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had 
nothing. Jim didn’t say anything to his colleagues. 
He just kept watering and fertilizing the soil. He so 
wanted the seed to grow. 

A year finally went by and all the young executives 
brought their plants to the CEO. Jim told his wife 
that he wouldn’t take an empty pot, but she asked 
him to be honest about what happened. Jim felt 
sick. It was going to be the most embarrassing mo-
ment of his life, but he knew she was right. He took 
his empty pot to the board room. When Jim arrived, 
he was amazed at the plants grown by the other ex-
ecutives. Jim put his pot on the floor and many of 
his colleagues laughed. A few felt sorry for him! 

Wayne Swenson 

When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room 
and greeted his young executives. Jim tried to 
hide in the back. “What great plants, trees and 
flowers you have grown,” said the CEO. 
“Today one of you will be appointed the next 
CEO!” All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at 
the back of the room with his empty pot. He 
ordered the financial director to bring him to 
the front. Jim was terrified. He thought, “The 
CEO knows I’m a failure! Maybe he will have 
me fired!” When Jim got to the front, the CEO 
asked him what had happened to his seed. Jim 
told him the story. The CEO asked everyone to 
sit except Jim. He looked at Jim, and then an-
nounced to the young executives, “Behold your 
next Chief Executive! His name is Jim!” 

Jim couldn’t believe it. How could he be the 
new CEO, the others said. Then the CEO said, 
“One year ago today, I gave everyone here a 
seed. I told you to plant it, water it, and bring it 
back to me today. But, I gave you all boiled 
seeds; they were dead – unable to grow. All of 
you, except Jim, have brought me trees and 
plants and flowers. When it failed to grow, you 
substituted another seed for the one I gave you. 
Jim alone had the courage and honesty to bring 
me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, I know 
he will run this company with conscience.” 

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust. If you 
plant goodness, you will reap friends. If you 
plant humility, you will reap greatness. If you 
plant perseverance, you will reap contentment. 
If you plant consideration, you will reap per-
spective. If you plant hard work, you will reap 
success. If you plant forgiveness, you will reap 
reconciliation. If you plant faith in God, you 
will reap a harvest. So be careful what you 
plant now; it will determine what you reap later. 

Two thousand years ago, Paul wrote to the 
church of Galatia the same story but with fewer 
words, “What you sow, so shall you 
reap.” (Galatians 6:7) 

We are the grass that will wither and die, but 
the incorruptible seed of God’s word will live 
forever. Sow it daily into the life of your fami-
ly. (1 Peter 1:23-25) 

I guess the question for all of us is, what are 
WE planting NOW?  
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Community Engagement Opportunities 

In case you missed it last month, we have a new Community Engagement Team! They’ll lead us as we 
seek to reconnect with our neighborhood in a variety of ways. If you have questions, more ideas, or 
would like to sit in on a CET meeting to offer your input, please talk with Pastor Ben, Ben Whalen, or 
one of the other team members: Paula Kiehl, Kim Houle, 
Savanna Kamara, Zack Olson, Heather Daggett, and Kielyn 
Simonson. Below are some ways we’re already reaching out: 

Richfield Dual Language School 

Monday, January 23rd a group from our congregation took a 
tour of RDLS just down the road on 70th and Elliot. Former-
ly the Elliot School, that building is where House of Prayer 
first held worship before the congregation had its own build-
ing. Now it’s a thriving school that teaches in both Spanish 
and English, grades K-5. After the tour many of us signed up 
to volunteer to read with older students either one on one or 

in small groups as they transition their reading skills from Spanish 
to English. This is a first step toward what we hope will be a last-
ing, meaningful partnership between our church and their school! 
Please talk to Ben Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523) 
if you’d like to be a part of helping out at the Dual Language 
School - English or Spanish speakers needed during or after 
school hours. It’s a fun and rewarding way to get to know kids in 
the community and help them learn! 

Police Multicultural Advisory Committee (PMAC) 

Did you know that the Richfield Police Department has a group of 
citizens focused on building trust between police officers and commu-
nity members? The PMAC meets once a month to addressing commu-
nity concerns and plan events like Voices Heard, a chance for officers 
and high school students to share their stories and dig into deep topics 
like police accountability, and Heroes & Helpers, where officers bring 
children to shop for Christmas presents for their families.  
Ben Whalen has joined this group and a few other congregation mem-
bers volunteered at the last event. They are looking to grow and al-
ways open to new volunteers so if you’re interested in helping build 
community trust in this way please talk to Ben Whalen. You can also 
come sit in on a meeting sometime and see what you think! 

Men’s Fellowship Group Gathering 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 ~ 9:00 am ~ Parish Hall 

Guest speaker – Mr. John Roemer 
Scouter and Hiker—The Appalachian Trail 

 

All men and interested young adults are invited for fellowship; devotions; topic; meet; greet; chat and 
hear John discuss his experience hiking and camping on the Appalachian Trail. Sign up at the infor-
mation desk if you plan to attend. For more information call Noel Sagness at (612) 866-0833. 
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Salt & Light, continued from page 1: 
 
Later in chapter 5, Jesus goes on to re-interpret 
the classic teachings and understandings of the 
commandments. In a series of “you have heard it 
said, but now I tell you” statements, Jesus 
demonstrates what it means to be salt and light in 
the world. It is easy not to murder, anyone can 
restrain themselves from murder, but Jesus tells 
us that anger in our heart is what we must extin-
guish. Similarly, Jesus doesn’t simply affirm the 
prohibition against adultery; he also tells us that 
lust in our heart is the real issue. On several key 
issues, Jesus raises the expectations of what it 
means to be faithful. In essence, he is calling us 
to live life with love in our hearts for all people. 
When someone wrongs you, don’t take revenge, 
pray for them. If someone takes your coat, give 
them your cloak as well. Jesus raises the expecta-
tions not only because it will be noticeable, but 
more importantly because the world desperately 
needs the love of God. 
 
The life Jesus is calling us to live is truly radical 
and counter cultural. If we take him seriously, if 
we work on our relationship with God, we can 
begin to live life differently. We can be in the 
world but not of it. We can be salt and light. Be-
ing a disciple means following Jesus and he is 
leading us to the cross, where true transformation 
happens. Jesus is calling you to be salty and be a 
light to a dark troubled world. I pray God gives 
us the strength and courage to be salty light. 
 

God’s Peace, Pastor Ben 
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Outreach Update 
by Jean Robbins 

 

Thanks for the great response during Advent to 
fill the cardboard house with items for youth 
experiencing homelessness. These gifts were 
given to Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
(LSS) and shared with youth receiving shelter 
and care through LSS Metro Youth Services. 
The socks, long underwear, hats, and hygiene 
items went to Rezek House. Most of these items 
will be used in Streetworks ministry, a street-
based outreach to youth experiencing homeless-
ness. Cleaning supplies and gift cards went to 
programs in LSS Youth and Family Services 
programs. We received a thank you note from 
LSS stating, “We are so thrilled by the abun-
dant generosity for Metro Homeless Youth! We 
are blessed!”  
 

Thanks also for your continued generous giving 
to VEAP. So far, this fiscal year we have given 
over 300 lbs. of food, school supplies, toys, and 
100 hats to VEAP. We have also given 100 hats 
to Richfield Elementary Schools and additional 
items to Cornerstone. 
 

Save the date: Wednesday evening, April 19 
Many Hands Many Meals (formerly Kids 
Against Hunger) will be at House of Prayer for 
an intergenerational food packing event. You 
will not want to miss it. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Treasurer’s Report 
We continue to do God’s work with our hands (and financial support).  July thru December revenue was 
$284,378, while expenses were $288,595. We had some larger year end gifts that were added into Janu-
ary numbers….more offering so far in January ($60,060) than all of December ($58,898).  We’re a little 
behind on rental income, but also $13,707 less in expenses.  Overall, things are good. 
 

            Actual (Dec)  Budget (Dec)  over Budget  Actual (YTD)  Budget (YTD)  over Budget 
Total Revenue           58,898           77,934             (19,036)         284,378           311,050          (26,672)   
Total Expenditures    46,232           55,063              (8,830)          288,595           302,302          (13,707) 
 
Your continued, faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure is very important as we continue to discern 
what it is that God wants us to “do and be” in this community.  Thanks be to God! 

Scott Wright, HOP Treasurer 
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Bingo Night at 
Martin Luther Care Center 

 

Wednesday, January 11th the youth in 5th-12th 
grade went down to Martin Luther Campus in 
Bloomington (home to several members of our 
congregation) to lead Bingo for their monthly ser-
vice project! The residents greatly appreciated our 
visit and the chance for some friendly chance-
based competition with minimal trash talking. The 
kids had a blast helping out and hope to go back 
again next year (if not sooner as a volunteer). 
Check out the photos below: 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule & Lessons: 
 

2/1: Youth Learning Night - The Good Samaritan 

2/5: Sunday School - The Good Samaritan 

2/8: Youth Service Scavenger Hunt 

2/12: Sunday School - The Good Samaritan AND 
children sing during worship 

2/15: Youth workshops on Vocation 

2/19: Sunday School - The Prodigal Son 

2/22: Youth Movie Night AND training meeting 
for Lenten mentors 

2/26: Sunday School - The Prodigal Son AND 
Supplies cleaning and organizing day 

3/1: Ash Wednesday - No youth programs, join us 
for 7pm worship 

3/5: Sunday School - The Prodigal Son 

Children, Youth, & Family 

Will clean for lunch? 
 

After ReFuel on Sunday, February 26th (roughly 
12:15pm) we’ll be cleaning out and reorganizing 
the church craft supplies. We need your helping 
hands to gather supplies from their various places 
around church, sort them, and give them a new 
home all in one place. Lunch will be provided as 
our thank you for your help. Stay as long as you 
are able but the bulk of the work shouldn’t take 
more than an hour. Please let Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org) know if you can make it so 
he can order your lunch! 

Prayer Cubes 
 

Whether you already pray regularly as a family or 
want to start the habit, prayer cubes can add a lit-
tle fun and offer a va-
riety of prayers to use. 
Simply decide who 
will roll the die and 
pray together whatever 
prayer faces up! We 
have several of these 
at church, simply let 
Ben Whalen know if 
you'd like to have one.  
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Woodlake Lutheran, one of our fellow Richfield 
Collaboration Churches, has been involved in 
Families Moving Forward (FMF) for many years 
and has an update for us: 
 
The forum for FMF was attended by about a 
dozen Woodlake members on Sunday, January 
15th. I thank them for their willingness to share 
the joys and frustrations that come with hosting, 
and for expressing their passionate belief in the 
worth of this ministry. 
 
Our 2017 hosting weeks are June 4-11 and Sep-
tember 10-17, I hope the conversations sparked 
by the forum translates into a higher volunteer 
turnout, both from inside and outside of Wood-
lake Lutheran Church. If you have volunteered in 
the past and are still able to, I hope you will con-
tinue to help; if you have always thought that 
Families Moving Forward was a worthwhile 
ministry but never volunteered, now is the time 
to step forward. Without more volunteers in the 
months to come, it may not be possible to contin-
ue our commitment to FMF. 
 
A host volunteer training session will be held by 
the FMF staff at Woodlake Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, February 11th, from 9 AM to Noon. 
To register, contact Kristin Gilbert at (651) 789-
6260 X205, or by email at kgil-
bert@beaconinterfaith.org The training would be 
beneficial for both those who have years of expe-
rience or are just starting out. 
 
 

Scott J. Dahlquist 
Woodlake Lead FMF Coordinator 

(612) 919-9232 
sjaadahlquist@comcast.net 

Twin Cities Girls’ Choir to Host 
Huge Concert at House of 

Prayer! 
 

On Sunday, March 5, the House of Prayer sanc-
tuary will be home to a large choral festival con-
cert, featuring the Twin Cities Girls’ Choir 
(under direction of Stefanie Fiser, former House 
of Prayer Children’s Music Director) as well as 
five other children’s choirs from the area. All 
told, there will be upwards of 125 singers rang-
ing in age from 2nd to 12th grade coming togeth-
er in one space! 

The concert will be at 1:30 p.m. and features 
songs by each choir individually, as well as a 
few selections by the combined ensembles, all 
for a $5 suggested donation. Please plan to come 
out to support these young singers and enjoy 
some high quality music! 

Prayer Re-Boot Camp 

Two years ago House of Prayer held a prayer 
development course called Prayer Boot Camp. 

This is a 6-week series that helps individuals 
strengthen their prayer life and become equipped 
to be a prayer leader in the congregation. It is a 

challenging and transformational experience. We 
will be offering another Prayer Boot Camp on 
Sunday afternoons (12:30 to 2pm) for six con-

secutive weeks from February 12 through March 
19. Sign up by emailing Pastor Ben 
bsandin@hoplc.org or contact him with any 
questions. 

mailto:bsandin@hoplc.org?subject=Prayer%20Boot%20Camp


February 2017 

 
7 

The Heritage Team Remembers 

compiled by Darlene Clauson 

50 Years Ago: The Importance of Family Wor-
ship. Par ticipation in worship need not always 
mean intellectual comprehension. Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer once commented that it is important 
for children to attend worship with their families, 
not because they will understand every word, but 
because they will feel the reverence of their par-
ents and become sensitive to the wonder of life. In 
other words we can promote worship for the whole 
family without feeling that we must put on a three-
ring circus to amuse the children. It means that 
those who conduct the service and the parents will, 
each in his own way, prepare for a genuine wor-
ship experience for all members of the family. (Hi-
Lines, February 15, 1967) 
 
45 Years Ago: Alcohol Series Continues. There 
were 80 people present last Thursday to hear Pas-
tor Philip Hansen on the topic, ”Alcohol Problems 
And Help.” The words of praise for the First Ses-
sion expect to bring many others out this Thursday 
as the Series continues at 7:15 p.m. Pastor Hansen 
is recognized as a national authority on the han-
dling of one of our society’s most difficult prob-
lems. He presently serves as Chairman of the Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Alcoholism. His topic this 
Thursday will be “The Enormity of the Illness.” 
Welcome! (Hi-Lines, February 16, 1972) 
 
40 Years Ago: Special Congregational Meeting. 
Great News! Our Call Committee and Church 
Board have a candidate to present for Second Pas-
tor at House of Prayer Church. In accordance with 
our Constitution, the Board hereby calls a special 
congregational meeting for this Sunday, February 
13, at 12 noon for the purpose of presenting the 
name of Rev. Ralph J. Larson and of voting to ex-
tend him a call. Our urgent request is for all mem-
bers to be present at the special meeting. If you 
attend the 9:00 a.m. service, please return to share 
in this important decision at 12 noon. We pray for 
the Lord’s guidance as we seek additional pastoral 
leadership. (Hi-Lines, February 10, 1977) 
 
35 Years Ago: Planning Marriage? All couples 
contemplating marriage are encouraged to contact 
one of our pastors at least three months prior to the 
planned date of the wedding. Postponement of the 
wedding date may be necessary if insufficient time 

is given for counseling and planning. The 
“Readiness For Marriage” course will be held Feb-
ruary 6 and 7 from 1-5 p.m. both days at House of 
Prayer, offered by the Lutheran Churches of 
Bloomington/Richfield, and conducted by Jim and 
Ellen Schuller, qualified professionals. Pastor Ste-
phen Haschig will be host pastor/chaplain. For in-
formation on this, or future sessions, call Diane or 
one of the pastors, 866-8471. (Hi-Lines, February 
3, 1982) 
 
30 Years Ago: Notice Your Seat!! Have you no-
ticed the beautiful, shiny pews in church … or 
maybe the smell? For the past several weeks, a 
sanding/staining/varnishing crew was hard at work 
beautifying the pews. These hardworking volun-
teer retired gentlemen included: Wally Johnson, 
Don Hermstad, Art Langendorf, Morrie Nygren, 
Jim Youngquist, Bob Dahl, Buster Friberg, Roy 
Eide, Bill Larson, Carl Anderson, Les Buffington, 
Erling Hundere. Beautiful job, gentlemen!!! 
Thanks!!! (From Hi-Lines, February 24, 1987) 
 
20 Years Ago: Today is our Second Annual 
House of Prayer Foundation Sunday. The mis-
sion of the House of Prayer Foundation is “to ex-
tend House of Prayer’s mission forever.” The 
Foundation receives gifts, bequests, etc., and in-
vests that money, the income for which is used to 
extend our mission. The principal remains undis-
turbed. In your bulletin this morning you will find 
more information about the HOP Foundation. You 
will hear a Temple Talk about the Foundation to-
day, and members of the Foundation Board will 
host today’s Coffee Hour and will also be availa-
ble to answer your questions. Members of the 
Foundation Board are Warren Anondson, Wally 
Johnson, Ernie Lindstrom, Carolyn Frederick, 
Mary Wenum, Wayne Swenson, and Scott Wright. 
(Worship Service bulletin, February 2, 1997) 
 
10 Years Ago: VEAP News! Question: How 
many pounds of breakfast cereal did House of 
Prayer donate to VEAP the month of January 
2007? Answer: A record breaking 525 pounds. 
VEAP sincerely thanks you and appreciates your 
generosity. Each donation will help improve the 
lives of the working poor in our community. 
(Worship Service bulletin, February 25, 2007) 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 
 

Andy & Betty Henrickson 2/3/1945 72 years 

 

 
DEATHS 
Name /  Dates   
Aleida Van Dyke died January 3rd 
Bernice Robinson died January 15th  
Bob Kline died January 20th  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

Stay warm this winter! Pictured is House 
of Prayer 35 years ago in 1982. 
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