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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Relationships, Compassionate Community, and Openness 

 

each face challenges, but at this point are 
not needing to collaborate to survive. This 
takes away some of the urgency, but also 
creates space for mutual discernment. We 
have the time to create trust, remain open to 
the Spirit, and find God’s path for our work 
together.  
 
Remaining open is the key to this process. 
Openness is fundamental value for House 

of Prayer and suggests a willingness to listen to 
others and to God. Remaining open requires hu-
mility (I don’t have all the answers) and courage 
(I am willing to try something new and take risks). 
When we remain open we are able to grow and 
develop as a person. God can bring new insights 
and learning to one who is open. We need this for 
ourselves, our church, and our work together as a 
collaboration. We may not know our final destina-
tion or have our plans fully mapped out, but we do 
have the Spirit of God as our guide. If we remain 
open and attentive, I trust God will lead us where 
we need to go. In the meantime, we will gather for 
worship, food, and fellowship. See you then! 
 
God’s Peace, Pastor Ben 

I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19 
 
On August 20th we will gather for wor-
ship together as a collaboration of 
churches at Veteran’s Park in Richfield. 
Three congregations (House of Prayer, 
Woodlake, and Oak Grove) will sing, 
pray, hear God’s word, and share in the 
Lord’s Supper together. Worshipping together in 
the past year and a half has been a great joy for 
our congregations and will no doubt be so again. 
Yet, we also know that our collaboration process 
has been designed to not only provide opportuni-
ties to worship together, but to discern news 
ways of working together for God’s mission. 
 
Working together as a collaboration of churches 
is exciting and difficult work. In most cases, 
when congregations enter a collaboration process 
they do so when they are in crisis. These situa-
tions are often a church’s desperate attempt to 
survive and rarely produce positive results. Our 
collaboration process is different because each 
congregation is strong and viable on its own. We 

Remaining Open 

Pastor Ben Sandin 

Collaboration Worship Service 
at Veteran’s Park - August 20 

Invite your friends and neighbors to come with 
you to the combined worship service at Veter-
an’s Park (6335 Portland Ave S) at 10:00am on 
Sunday, August 20. The service will be a combi-
nation of HOP traditional and alternative ser-
vices. HOP musicians and the ReFuel Band will 
be there for great music and Pastor Ben will 
preach. A potluck picnic will follow compli-
ments of all 3 churches. 
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From our Congregation President 

Notice, Talk, Relax 
In my almost 30 years of being a 
member at HOP, I reflect back at the 
leaders that came before me. There 
are big shoes to fill.  I am looking 
forward to this new challenge and 
am excited about all the great things 
happening at House of Prayer.  

 
In July, I was part of the family mission trip to Mad-
ison.  One of the lessons we focused on was:   
Noticing, Talking, and Relaxing. I think about what 
this means for me and what it means for House of 
Prayer. 

Scott Wright 

Notice:  Pay attention to what’s going on.  See 
how God is working in us.  How do we respond 
to the needs in our community and around the 
world? In the rush of our daily lives, what are 
we missing when we don’t pause to notice? 
Talk:  Talk to family members, members of 
HOP, and community members.  Listen to their 
needs.  What do we hear and how can we help 
as individuals and as a church? 
Relax:  Pace yourself.  Life is a marathon, not 
a sprint.  I’m guilty of wanting to “git-er-done”.  
I’m not as patient as I sometimes should be.  I 
need to learn to enjoy the journey and reflect on 
God’s purpose for me. 
How were you God’s eyes, ears, hands and feet 

in the world today?  I’m sure you were. 

Madison Family Mission Trip 
Several families from House of Prayer, Oak Grove, and Woodlake all went to Madison last month for a 
long weekend of service together. Between packaging food, singing with seniors, sorting clothing, pull-
ing weeds, cleaning apartments, baking cookies, and hosting a picnic, there was still time for some fun 
on State Street, the state capital building, and a local park with an awesome wooden playground. It was 
also a great opportunity to explore how God calls us to serve and the “fruit” we can bear when we stay 
connected with Jesus. Check out more pictures on our church Facebook page!  
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Children, Youth and Family 

Vacation Bible School 
The last week of July we hosted “Backstage with 
the Bible” for children to explore God’s word 
through games, music, crafts, drama, and time 
together with their small groups. A HUGE thank 
you to all the youth & adult volunteers who 
helped make this possible and to those who put 
hours and hours of time into planning and coordi-
nating it. Can’t wait until next summer! 

Montana Rafting Trip 
In July, our high schoolers traveled to Flathead    
Lutheran Bible Camp in Kalispell, MT, for a week 
of rafting along the edge of Glacier National Park. 
After a week of too many paddle strokes to count, 
some very cold swims, a few sunburns, some free-
style rapping, playing catch mid-river, numerous 
eagle sightings, and several bags of S.W.E.A.T.Y. 
trail mix, we grew much closer to each other and 
learned to work as a team. We also encountered 
God in the beautiful scenery, the care of our guides     
Jacob, Cam, & Kristi, and the powerful passion 
play at the end of the camp week. Thank you again 
to everyone who invested in our trip to make it pos-
sible! More photos on the HOP Facebook page! 

Flat Jesus 
Our photo 
collection of 
Flat Jesus is 
growing, but 
there are still 
many places 
on the list that 
no one has 
visited! The 
goal is for 
someone from 

the congregation to visit each of the sites on the 
list with their Flat Jesus before the end of summer. 
Any family who submits photos from at least 5 
different places will receive a prize! Check out the 
display in the Narthex, to see photos, get a copy of 
Flat Jesus and pick up the list of places to visit.  
Keep talking about the questions on the back, tak-
ing pictures together, and sharing them with Ben 
at bwhalen@hoplc.org or text to 262-364-7390. 

Register for Fall Programs 
September is coming up fast! Sunday School is every Sunday morning 
at both our 9:30 and 11:00 services for kids ages 4 years -4th grade, 
starting 9/10. We explore Bible stories through music, art, drama, and 
games. Wednesday Youth Nights are every Wednesday from 6:30-8 
p.m. for youth in 5th-12th grades, starting 9/13. We alternate between 
learning nights, fellowship games & activities, and service projects. 
To learn more and register, check out www.hoplc.org or contact Ben 
Whalen (bwhalen@hoplc.org or 612-500-9523). 

http://www.hoplc.org/
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Christ in Community - Collaboration of Richfield ELCA Churches 

              “Pin of the Month” From the Collaboration Congregational Listening Team  

August Pin of the Month 
Veterans Park: August pin of the month – In preparation for our collaborative worship service on Au-
gust 20, we are reminding you of all the fun activities to do outdoors at Veteran’s Park. Stop in at the 
Farmers market on a Saturday morning, view the All Veterans Monument, hike or bike the 2 miles of 
trails, play a round of mini golf, rent a family four-wheeled surrey bike, or pack a picnic lunch and hang 
out on the playground equipment. There are so many options you could spend most of a day at this one 
park. Be sure to check out the many other outdoor activities and other ideas for your family on our Pin-
terest page and we’ll look forward to seeing everyone on August 20 at the combined outdoor worship. 
http://www.richfieldmn.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/veterans-park  

Listening Teams  
by Julie Tvete, Oak Grove Lutheran Church 

A little over a year ago, three listening teams (listening to God, each other, and our community) were 
formed to begin to explore how the collaboration of the three Richfield churches could embody Christ 
in and with our community. Many successes have occurred over the year. We have begun to know 
members of the other churches, formed relationships and built trust. Groups have invited people from 
the other churches to events in their church including the Golden Oaks senior group, Summer Stretch, 
summer bible studies, men’s group, Families Moving Forward, and Loaves and Fishes. We have shared 
worship services in the park and in our churches. 
 

As we approached this year mark, the Collaboration teams took a breath to discuss where we were at, 
how we would like to move toward, and generally how things are going. Members noted the difficulty 
of “listening” vs. “doing.” Strategies for communicating with each other and with our churches has at 
times been a challenge. We discussed whether we collaborate to make our churches more vital vs. col-
laborating to have a more positive impact in the community. We agreed that members of our churches 
beyond the collaboration teams are largely not involved in the collaboration process. People noted that 
there were many resources in the community that can help us listen to our community. These resources 
include Pastor Ben Sandin from House of Prayer who recently completed his Doctor of Ministry project 
titled “Ears To Hear: Listening as a Catalyst of Congregational Change,” Ben Whalen, Director of 
Youth Ministry & Community Development from House of Prayer, Pastor Brice Eichlersmith, who 
works with the police department and in community outreach, Pastor Melissa Melnick of Tapestry, and 
Pastor Deb Stehlin, Director of Evangelical Mission for the Minneapolis Synod. 
 

It was decided that we will invite Pastor Stehlin to a meeting in the fall to support us in exploring where 
we would like to go from here. 

Collaboration Opportunities 
7/30/17—Northern Winds Band Concert & Ice Cream Social, 7:15pm, House of Prayer 
8/8/17—Women’s Summer Bible Study (last session), 7:00pm, Oak Grove  
8/27/17—Parking Lot Party, 3:00-6:00pm , House of Prayer  
9/29/17—Handbell Workshop, 9:00am-noon, House of Prayer 
 
Beginning in the Fall 
Men’s Fellowship Group 
Senior Social Events 
Combined Worship Service, Thanksgiving Eve  

http://www.richfieldmn.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/veterans-park
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We just recently hosted our first Gardener’s 
Market of the year where we offered free  
produce and a chance for all those with gar-
dens to share their extra produce with neigh-
bors. We’ll have two more market dates on 
August 27 and September 24, both Sundays at 
5:00 p.m. We’ll be out  in the parking lot with 
produce to share! If you have questions, 
would like to volunteer, or will have produce 
to donate please contact Ben Whalen 
(bwhalen@hoplc.org) or Karen Steenson 
(d2ksteenson@gmail.com). 

In The Community 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Mark you calendar for Sunday, September 
24th for the Flu Shot Clinic sponsored by 
the Adult Ministry Team.   
 
More information to 
come, and sign-up will 
be available right after 
Rally Sunday. 

Parking Lot Party 

 August 27 
 
Sunday, August 27 from 3-6 p.m., come hang out in our 
parking lot and invite your friends & neighbors. This 
annual celebration includes food, a bounce castle, raffle 
prizes, games, glitter painting, music, and more! It’s a 
great chance to have fun together and get to know our 
neighbors. See you there! 

Fourth of July Parade 

A huge thank you to all who came 
and marched in the parade this 
Fourth of July! We gave away 
4,000 pieces of candy, handed out 
1,500 invitations to join us for  
Vacation Bible School and Sun-
day worship or sign up for House 
of Prayer Preschool, and rocked 
out with the ReFuel band the 
whole way! We received numer-
ous  compliments on our float, the 
band, and how energetic all our 
marchers were.  
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Around House of Prayer 

Creation Care Team 
The Creation Care Team is a newly-organized 
House of Prayer group. Our mission will be to 
increase awareness of environmental issues and 
emphasize action plans for our church, our homes, 
and our community. Watch for news of a 
Wednesday evening 6-week study called 
“Earthbound” beginning September 13.We will be 
assembling resources and offering tips on how 
you and your family can help combat climate 
change and care for the Earth God has entrusted 
to us. If you would like to join us or have ideas to 
share, please contact Karen Steen-
son or come to our next meeting 
on Tuesday, August. 8, at 7pm in 
the Fireside Conference Room. 
 
Eco tip: Recycle glass bottles and 
jars. Every month we (in the U.S.) 
throw out enough to fill up a giant skyscraper!  

Financial Report 
Good financial stewardship is the ability to utilize available 
funds in a manner that maximizes the goals of HOP. We are 
fortunate to have a congregation, staff, and leaders that do a 
fantastic job of using the gifts we receive to ensure that we 
have a great place to worship and serve the community well. 

The below table summarizes our numbers for the fiscal year 
ending 6/30/2017 and shows a faithful effort to spend within 
our means. House of Prayer came in with $4,725 of income 
over expenses for the year. 

 Fiscal Year Fiscal Year 
 Ending Ending 
 6/30/2017 6/30/2017 

 
INCOME Actual Budgeted 
     Offerings 539,623 535,000 
     Rental   29,945   40,000 
     Ministry   22,228   10,000 
     Preschool   23,513   25,000 
     Total Income 615,309 610,000 
 
EXPENSES 
     Human Resources 362,668 384,339 
     Support 
        Finance / Insurance   50,089   51,095 
        Utilities   66,023   71,210 
        Property   25,607   25,646 
        Office Administration   39,364   25,650 
     Ministry   40,974   30,000 
     Preschool   25,860   22,000 
     Total Expenses 610,585 610,000 
NET     4,725            0 

These numbers represent a significant amount of work and 
effort put forward by the congregation, staff, and church 
leadership and are indicative of a church community that 
strives to work together for the benefit of all and growing 
presence in the community. At the risk of excluding the hard 
work of many people, this past year saw significant work 
and effort put forward by a number of people who deserve 
recognition. Monica Dorow and the HR Ministry Team hire 
great people and wisely use the church funds in a manner 
that will inspire growth in our church and in the community. 
Ben Whalen spent a great deal of time working through the 
Youth and Family budget to ensure that youth and families 
in our congregation have the best opportunities for the mon-
ey available. Finally, those associated with the long running 
capital campaign all deserve another pat on the back, hug, 
and accolades for all they have done. Many, including those 
in the Interior Design Team, worked diligently to utilize 
community relationships and other talents to ensure that the 
funds generated were used prudently and stretched as far as 
possible without sacrifice of quality. And it goes without 
saying, Jim Bauer has done a fantastic job and spent a great 
deal of time with that campaign to make House of Prayer a 
great place to worship now and for years to come. 

Thank you, 
Jo Shoberg and Charley Simonson 

Outreach 2016-17 Final Report 
The Outreach Team provides benevolence gifts to 
our mission partners and to other outreach pro-
grams supported by House of Prayer. Below is an 
accounting of where your outreach dollars were 
spent in 2016-17. 
 
Minneapolis Area Synod  $10,000 
ISAIAH        2,200 
Luther Park        2,000 
Lutheran Social Service      2,807 
Simpson Housing       3,118 
VEAP          3,210 
ELCA World Hunger         2,571 
Congregational Outreach Grants        293 
Friendship Fund       1,700 
Loaves & Fishes       1,299 
Greater Mpls Council of Churches        748 
Habitat for Humanity          450 
Meals on Wheels          500 
Caring Bridge           500 
Gustavus Assoc of Congregations     2,000 
Martin Luther Manor          250 
Many Hands Many Meals      2,663 
Tapestry        2,000 
Families Moving Forward           40 
Total Benevolence Disbursed  $38,349 
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35 Years Ago:  494 Ecumenical Ministry:  The 
congregations of our area have developed a 494 
Ecumenical Ministry to the needs of people who 
come into our community as guests in our hotels.  
This ministry also includes a Hospitality Employ-
ees Assistance Referral and other programs to 
serve the guests and employees of the restaurants, 
motels and the entire hospitality industry along In-
terstate 494.  Pastors of local churches serve as 494 
chaplains (on call) at all times, 24 hours a day.  
Volunteer Clergy from congregations are specially 
trained for counseling and crisis intervention.  
House of Prayer pastors serve as chaplains the 3rd 
Thursday of each month, 24 hours a day. (Worship 
Service bulletin, August 1, 1982) 
 
35 Years Ago:  Improvements Approved – 30th 
Anniversary Ahead!  A hearty thank you to all 
who attended the July 25th Special Congregational 
Meeting to deal with some important topics at 
House of Prayer.  Approval was granted to secure a 
$150,000 improvement loan and go ahead with re-
pairs and improvements on our building (roof, 
heating system, parking lots, restroom including 
facilities for the handicapped).  But that’s only a 
very important beginning, as we also agreed to es-
tablish a Special 30th Anniversary Task Force to 
identify and accomplish further building improve-
ments in 1982 and 1983, and to go ahead with a 
Special Major Funding Appeal to pay for these im-
provement (including the loan).  These are truly 
exciting days at House of Prayer as we rapidly ap-
proach our fall schedule and our 30th Anniversary 
as a congregation of God’s people.  Let us remem-
ber daily how richly God has blessed each one of 
us, as we consider ways to share our blessings.  We 
have been blessed to be a blessing!  -- Wayne 
Swenson, President. (Hi-Lines, August 10, 1982) 
 
25 Years Ago:  Take A Look At The Beautiful 
Stained Glass Window: The round stained glass 
window, hanging in the large office window, was 
given to House of Prayer by Irene Syverson.  It 
originally had been donated by her husband, Ervin, 
to Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Tolna, North 
Dakota, in memory of his brother.  The church was 
scheduled for demolition and Irene decided to give 
the window to House of Prayer.  The window was 
created by Jerry Nevland of New Rockford, North 

Dakota, and it depicts the cross surrounded by the 
elements of the Eucharist.  Thank you very much, 
Irene, for the beautiful addition to the office area. 
(Worship Service bulletin, August 23, 1992) 
 
15 Years Ago:  Faithful VEAP Volunteers: 
Thank You to Harry Johnson who faithfully picks 
up 20 bags of groceries twice a month from VEAP 
for our WIC clients coming to our clinic.  The fam-
ilies are very grateful!  Thanks to all of you who 
have donated children’s coloring books for WIC’s 
littlest clients.  The kids and their parents say 
“thanks.”  Many Thanks to Willard Stevens for 
continually answering our call to deliver the arti-
cles we have collected here at HOP to VEAP.  The 
office staff really appreciates you. (Worship Ser-
vice bulletin, August 18, 2002)  
 
 15 Years Ago: Thank You! Quilting Group wish-
es to thank Aid Association for Lutherans for a gift 
of money.  The small group of women meet once a 
month in the church basement and make 40-50 
quilts a year.  The quilts are taken to Oxboro Free 
Church in Bloomington which distributes to the 
poor and homeless.  Normally a quilt is filled with 
any discarded cloth, like from drapes, bedspreads 
or old blankets.  This donation will enable us to 
buy cotton batting which makes a much nicer quilt.  
The group welcomes new members.  If interested 
call Dianne Root.  The Quilters of House of Prayer.  
(Worship Service bulletin, August 11, 2002) 
 
10 Years Ago:  Avalanche Ranch VBS Is Com-
ing Soon!  Saddle up your horses!! We’ve got a 
trail to blaze!! Avalanche Ranch Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is coming soon!  Avalanche Ranch 
runs Monday, August 13, through Friday, August 
17, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Dinner is from 5:30 – 
6:00 p.m.  As of mid-July, over 50 kids and 30 
adult/youth volunteers will be comin’ out for a 
“Wild Ride Through God’s Word!”  (Hi-Lines,  
August 2007  
 
10 Years Ago:  Chicago Youth Trip:  Today, 
nine youth along with Kristin Tranby and 3 adults 
leave on their Mission Trip to Chicago.  Please 
keep them in your prayers for a safe journey and 
guide them in their mission work.  (Worship Ser-
vice bulletin, August 5, 2007) 

The Heritage Team Remembers 
compiled by Darlene Clauson 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 

Louie & Gloria Larson           08/04/1956 61 years  

Frank & Irene Sable       08/05/1961 56 years 

Alvin & Geraldine Bowman  08/08/1964 53 years 

Jim & Marilyn Petersen       08/12/1960 57 years 

Verne & Ruth Nordholm      08/15/1959 58 years 

Jesse & Angela Gardner      08/17/2002 15 years 

 
DEATHS 
Name / Dates   

Douglas Houdek  Died July 19th  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

10 Years Ago:   
2007 Vacation Bible School 
“Avalanche Ranch” 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

