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HOUSE of PRAYER 
Is a gathering of God’s people who value: 

Welcoming, Openness, Compassionate Community, and Relationships 

 
the decision to retire from my position of 
Visitation Pastor, was one such event in 
my life. I did not come to this decision 
without lots of prayer, tears, anxiety, fear, 
and more prayer. I wondered, and still do, 
what God has in store for me in the next 
chapter of my life. I am not a person who 
looks forward to growing old while sit-
ting in my rocking chair watching the 

world go by. I want to have purpose. I want to 
think I’m making a difference in the world, using 
the gifts I have been given for God’s good pur-
pose. So I return to Jeremiah 11 — “For surely I 
know the plans I have for you…”  
 
God has a plan for me, I can trust that. And God 
has a plan for House of Prayer. We can trust that 
as well, “to give you a future with hope.”  
 
This is an exciting time. It is an exciting time for 
House of Prayer as this congregation moves for-
ward to do God’s work with its hands in this com-
munity. It is a new time for this congregation. I 
am excited to see where and how this congrega-
tion moves and changes to become a beacon in  

Pastor Linda’s article is continued on page 3.  

Many of you know that one of my favorite 
Bible verses comes from the Old Testa-
ment book of Jeremiah. In this passage, the 
prophet Jeremiah is speaking to those in 
exile in Babylonia. I’m certainly not in 
exile as those early Hebrew people were. 
Although being basically confined to my 
house with my leg elevated is somewhat 
like exile. The words of Jeremiah 29:11-13 
have been important ones to me over the years as 
I consider changes and transitions in my life. I 
turn to those words of Jeremiah when I must 
make hard decisions, or when life dishes me a 
challenge that consumes and overwhelms me. 
Sitting here with a broken ankle, reflecting on 
my retirement from House of Prayer is one such 
time. 
 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when 
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I 
will hear you. When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart.  

I hold tight to these words trusting in God’s 
promise to give me a future with hope. Making 

Plans for Your Welfare 

Pastor Linda Lund 

Holy Week Worship 

Palm Sunday (3-9): Join us as we embark on the beginning of Holy Week with the triumphant waving 
of the palms. We will also celebrate First Communion with several families. 
 
Maundy Thursday (3-13): We will worship at Woodlake Lutheran for a collaboration service at 7pm. 
The evening’s worship will include holy communion and other traditional elements. Music will be pro-
vided by combined choirs of the three churches. 
 
Good Friday (3-14): Worship will be in House of Prayer sanctuary at 7pm. Anthems and hymns will be 
woven with the Gospel of John’s Passion in powerful observance of this most reverent day.  
 
Easter Sunday (3-16): Join us as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection at 9:30 (traditional) and 11am 
(ReFuel) worship. Easter Breakfast will be served in the Fellowship Hall from 8:30-11:30am. 
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From our Congregation President 

April Showers Bring May Flowers 

Easter Brings Resurrection & 

Eternal Life 

 

I am blessed to have SO many dear 
friends at House of Prayer. One of them 
is Terrance Siegford, who virtually every week tells 
me a joke or pun that makes me smile and makes my 
day. He also often puts fun stuff in my House of 
Prayer mailbox. I would like to share one that I 
saved from over a year ago: 

 

Planting Your Spring Garden 

For the garden of your daily living: 

Plant 3 rows of peas  Plant 4 rows of squash 

1. Peas of mind  1. Squash gossip 

2. Peas of heart  2. Squash indifference 

3. Peas of soul   3. Squash grumbling 

    4. Squash selfishness 

 
Plant 4 rows of lettuce No garden is complete 

    without turnips 

1. Lettuce be faithful  1. Turnip for church 

2. Lettuce be kind  2. Turnip for service 

3. Lettuce be patient  3. Turnip to help one 
4. Lettuce really love one      another 
another 

 
To conclude our garden, we must have thyme 

1. Thyme for each other 

2. Thyme for family 

3. Thyme for friends 

4. Thyme for God 

Wayne Swenson 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with 

love. There is much fruit in your garden be-

cause you reap what you sow! 

 

But, much better than those April showers and 

May flowers is Easter! Let me share a Prayer 

for Easter (from Activated Ministries) that 

summarizes the Easter story very well: 

 

Dear Lord, 

How wonderful, how marvelous, is Your love, 

Jesus! To think that You were willing to go 

through that for me! What a day of rejoicing it 

must have been when You rose and realized it 

was over – You had won the victory! You had 

accomplished Your mission. You had made the 

way for the world to be saved. You had gone 

through the horrors of hell and death for us, and 

it was over. You arose in victory, joy, liberation 

and freedom from the hands of evil men, never 

to have to go through that again – and You did 

it all to spare us the same. Now we can say 

with the apostle Paul, “Oh death, where is your 

sting? Oh grave, where is your victory?” (1 Co-

rinthians 15: 55-57). As I think of the seeming-

ly terrible defeat that You suffered and how it 

resulted in such tremendous victory, it fills me 

with wonder and gives me such hope and 

peace. Surely, You and Your love will see me 

through whatever troubles may come my way, 

from now until eternity! Amen 

 

Hallelujah! Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Barbary Coast Band 
Farewell Tour: June 4 at HOP! 

Barbary Coast Band 9:30 a.m. worship  

Bobby van Deusen Trio 1:00 p.m. concert 
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Community Engagement Opportunities 
 

Plans for Your Welfare (continued from page 1) 
 

this community—a place and a people the community sees as doing God’s work. This congregation has 
never been afraid of change and new experiences. The willingness to change and see things differently, 
to accept what is new and different has been at the very core of this congregation. It is what makes it so 
exciting to be a part of it. It is what makes it so hard for me to say “Good-bye.”  
 
This is an exciting time in my life as well. As I prepare to leave House of Prayer, and a ministry that I 
love, I do so with both sadness and excitement. Sadness because I will be absent from among you for a 
time. That does not mean, however, that you will be absent from my thoughts and prayers. I care deeply 
for all of you and for the ministry of this place.  
 
The excitement comes from wondering what is next. With my fall and the breaking of my ankle, I have 
had some unplanned time to think and reflect on what will be next as I heal. I am hoping by the time you 
read this, I will at least be in a walking boot and able to get around a little bit. It is not the way I planned 
to end my ministry at House of Prayer, but I go back to Jeremiah, “For surely I know the plans I have 
for you.” 
 
God does know the plans, and in my forced absence from the day to day ministry of House of Prayer, I 
have been blessed by visits, cards, phone calls and prayers from all of you. God has shown me a love 
that has left me humbled and filled with gratitude for each one of you. The prayers have helped this im-
patient person learn patience—to take life one day at a time and to find the blessings in each day. For 
that I am grateful to God.  
 

I will also be forever grateful to all of you for allowing me the privilege of serving as your pastor for the 
last five years. I hate good-byes. I’m not good at them. We will celebrate on April 30. I will laugh and 
cry. Just warning you. I will say “good-by for now,” but I WILL BE BACK.  
 
Love and peace, 
Pastor Linda 

New “Parents” 

The Community Engagement Team is proud to announce that House 
of Prayer has adopted Christian Park through the city of Richfield’s 

Adopt-A-Park program. As 
proud new parents of this beau-
tiful park on 70th and Bloom-
ington, it is our responsibility 
to help keep it clean. On Satur-
day, April 22 (Earth Day) we 
will gather at 10am at the park 
to pick up litter for Spring 
cleaning. Please contact Kim 
Houle (612-558-0634) if you 
would like to help. We will 
also have an outdoor worship 
service at the park on June 25.  
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SPRING SERIES 
Thursday, April 6 – May 25, 2017, 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

Oak Grove Lutheran Church 
7045 Lyndale Avenue S. • Richfield MN 

 
April 6 Understanding Grief 
 Mary Marcoux 
 
April 13 Maundy Thursday – no meeting 
 
April 20 Is It Grief, or Something More? 
 Mary Harlow 
 
April 27 Grief & Self-Awareness 
 David Englestad 
 
May 4 Will I Always Feel This Way? 
 Surviving the First Year 
 Nancy Sullivan 
 
May 11 The Greatest of These is Love: Cherishing What Remains 
 Nancy Sullivan 
 
May 18 Where Are We Now? 
 Lizz Clevang 
 
May 25 Service of Healing 
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Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

 
 

Defensive Driver 
Refresher Class 

 
Time to renew your auto insur-
ance discount? Charlie Robbins 
will be offering a 4-hour Defen-
sive Driver refresher class 
on Tuesday, April 18. Watch for 
sign-up information soon! This 
class is sponsored by the Adult 
Ministry team. 
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Sunday School Fun 
 

Last month the Sunday School children learned 
about the Prodigal Son story in Luke’s gospel and 
had a chance to model for a picture slideshow of 
the story! They also sang “Hallelujah, Praise Ye 
the Lord” in worship, pictures below of both. 
Thanks to the awesome kids and caring adult vol-
unteers for making Sunday School so special each 
week! 

Upcoming Schedule & Lessons: 
 

4/2: Sunday School – Holy Week lesson 
4/5: Faith & Justice Panel with workshops 
4/9: Sunday School & First Communion celebra-
tion 
4/12: No youth programs, please join us for Holy 
Week services 
4/16: Easter Sunday! No Sunday School, family 
service at 11:00 
4/19: Many Hands, Many Meals service project 
for all ages 
4/23: Sunday School – Easter Lesson 
4/26: Youth Learning Night – Walk to Emmaus 
4/30: Sunday School – Doubting Thomas 

Children, Youth, & Family 

Youth Lock In! 
Last month we had a group of student ministry 
leaders from Gustavus come lead a Lock In for 
our middle and high schoolers and it was a blast! 
We played silly games, worshipped together, 
studied Bible verses about love and forgiveness, 
and some of us even slept. Check out more pic-
tures on the church Facebook page. 

Easter Singing & Egg Hunt! 
April 16th is Easter Sunday and we have a few exciting oppor-
tunities for families! From 10:30-11:00 we’ll have an Easter 
Egg hunt for all children, guests and visitors are encouraged to 
join in on the fun. Then the Sunday School kids will be singing 
in worship at the 11:00 ReFuel service. This service will also 
include a few kids activities to make it more interactive. There 
will be no Sunday School at either service this day as we en-
courage families to worship together. 
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5th Annual Faith Conference 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 

9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Gustavus Adolphus College 

St. Peter, MN 
 

This year’s faith conference is entitled Faith, Sci-
ence and the Freedom to Serve, and it will be 
hosted by the Gustavus Association of Congre-
gations, of which House of Prayer is a member 
church. Doors open to Christ Chapel at 9:00 a.m. 
and at this time you can enjoy coffee, treats, and 
fellowship. An uplifting worship service, which 
begins at 9:30, will be followed by several fea-
tured speakers who will explore the creative alli-
ances being built between religion and science in 
order to address this world’s most pressing chal-
lenges.  
 
This free event is open to all – youth, small 
groups, education committees, women’s and 
men’s groups, family and friends – anyone who 
would enjoy interesting conversation and the ex-
change of ideas.  
 
Pre-registration is required and can be done 
online at gustavus.edu/faithconference or by call-
ing 507-933-7001. In addition, questions can be 
directed to church-relations@gustavus.edu 

 

Men’s Fellowship Group 

Thursday April 13, 2017 9:00 a.m. 

House of Prayer Parish Hall 

Guest Speaker: Mr. Charlie Robbins 

“Recreational Sailing” 

All men are invited for fellowship, devotions, top-
ic, greet, chit-chat, and hear Skipper Charlie dis-
cuss his participation and experience with recrea-
tional sailing. 

Join us for the fellowship! 

For more information call 
Noel Sagness at (612) 866-0833 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Treasurer’s Report 
We continue to do God’s work with our hands (and financial support). July through February revenue 
was $420,444, while expenses were $399,418. The numbers below show that we have received more 
revenue than budgeted and have spent less than we budgeted. This is really good news! The leadership 
and staff have continued to watch expenses and the members of House of Prayer have continued in their 
faithful giving. 
 

       Actual (Feb)   Budget (Feb)  over Budget  Actual (YTD)  Budget (YTD)  over Budget 
Total Revenue          40,311             43,940           (3,629)           420,444            401,985           18,460  
Total Expenditures   53,779             56,842           (3,063)           399,418            415,385          (15,966) 
 

Your continued, faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure is very important as we continue to discern 
what it is that God wants us to “do and be” in this community. Thanks be to God! 

Scott Wright, HOP Treasurer 

mailto:church-relations@gustavus.edu
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The Heritage Team Remembers 

compiled by Darlene Clauson 

60 Years Ago: Adult Course to Begin. Another 
in a series of Adult courses for our congregation 
will be presented when a Bible Study Course in 
the book of Galatians will be offered beginning 
Wed., April 24th. The Course will run for five suc-
cessive Wed. evenings and will be presented by 
the Pastor. Two courses already this year brought 
out fine attendances of our people; one was in the 
Christian Family and another was a Bible Study in 
Ephesians. You may register for this Course in the 
registration sheet on Sunday. It is important to reg-
ister so that the proper number of materials may be 
supplied to those attending. (Hi-Lines, April 17, 
1957) 
 
45 Years Ago: Congregational Pot-Lucks. Enjoy 
the fun of a Congregational Pot-Luck which is in 
store for every member-family of House of Prayer, 
Thursday, April 27 at 6:14 p.m. or on Sunday, 
April 30th at 12:15 p.m. These fast moving events 
will include good food, entertainment, fellowship, 
surprises and all within 100 minutes. It will also be 
our opportunity to express special gratitude to God 
for all the blessings given each of us in recognition 
of the faithful ministry of Lutheran Social Services 
of Minnesota and the Mission effort of our local 
church. Pledging to the Thankoffering Appeal at 
one of these two dinners will save a visitor calling 
in your home! Please welcome a telephone call 
from one of the hostesses who will invite your 
family to the dinner. “Every family is expected to 
attend,” says Carl L. Lundquist, the General Chair-
man of the Thankoffering Appeal. (Hi-Lines, 
April1 9, 1972) 

25 Years Ago: Update On New Ovens For Fel-
lowship Hall Kitchen. Wally Johnson and six in-
terested women from our church met with a repre-
sentative from Hobart Food Equipment. He pro-
posed double (2 stacked) convection ovens. Cost: 
$7,000 (approximately) including installation. So 
far in our Oven Fund we have over $3,000 and the 
Women’s Fellowship Group will be adding anoth-
er $1,000 soon (from our Salad Luncheon), mak-
ing a total of $4,000. When we get closer to actu-
ally acquiring the ovens, we will accept bids from 
Hobart’s various dealers. This ranks high on our 
“wish list”. Note: This is another area where spe-

cial gifts will be appreciated and needed. Thank 
You!! (Worship Service bulletin, April 5, 1992) 

15 Years Ago: Welcome To Friendship Sunday! 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our 
guests today. Please join in the special brunch be-
ing served in the narthex and Parish Hall this 
morning, and make sure to pick up your souvenirs 
from HOP. (Members, especially those who 
brought guests, are also welcomed to brunch and 
souvenirs!) We encourage everyone to sign the 
Fellowship Pad, and especially encourage guests 
to enter your address so that we can send you fur-
ther information! It’s great to have you with us! 
(Worship Service bulletin, April 28, 2002) 
 

10 Years Ago: Our Stewardship Theme for 
2007. “Declare how much God has done for you.” 
– Luke 8:39. “We cannot keep from speaking 
about what we have seen and heard!” – Acts 4:20 
Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share. This spring at 
House of Prayer, we will all be invited to focus on 
storytelling and on giving – and to think of both 
storytelling and giving as grateful responses to the 
grace of God. (Hi-Lines, April 2007) 

10 Years Ago: Game Night At HOP!  Come join 
us for Game Night on Wednesday, April 25th 6:30 
p.m. We’ll have a dessert potluck (so eat some-
thing besides sugar before you come!) and play a 
very fun stories game – good times, good stories, 
and good laughs guaranteed! Bring a little dessert 
to share and we’ll put the coffee on and put out 
some milk to go with any chocolate chip cookies 
that might come in. This is an event for All ages – 
see if you can bring a couple of different genera-
tions with you! You’ll be out the door before 8:00! 
(Worship service bulletin, April 15, 2007) 

10 Years Ago: VEAP Statistics: Thank you to all 
who have contributed food for the VEAP shelves! 
In January you gave 525 pounds; February 300 
pounds, and March a whopping 1,968 pounds. 
Thank You! Thank You! (Worship Service bulle-
tin, April 22, 2007) 

 

 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 

Richfield, MN 55423 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
(612) 866-8471 
(612) 866-8796 Pastoral emergency  
E-mail: office@hoplc.org 
Website: www.hoplc.org. 
Pastors: Ben Sandin, Senior Pastor 
  Linda Lund, Visitation Pastor    
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples   Date  Years 

Anniversaries (50+ years and 5 year increments) 
 

Al & Bev Ludvigson 4/10/1965 52 years 

Earl & Pat Sack 4/18/1953 64 years 

Jerry & Charlotte Carlson 4/19/1958 59 years 

 
DEATHS 
Name / Dates   

Marlin “Gil” Gilhausen died March 6th  

Milestones 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11:00 a.m. ReFuel Alternative Worship 

 

  

1962 Construction of House of Prayer’s 
courtyard (now our narthex area). 

mailto:editor.hilines@gmail.com

