
 

 

 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

Sunday, March 10, 2024 

Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year B 

(The “+” insignia indicates where the congregation should stand) 

 

 
 

Prelude          

Welcome and Gathering 

 
Announcements  

 

Ringing of the Bell (please remain seated) 

 

+Gathering Hymn:     Give Me Jesus     ELW 770 

 

 



 

 

 

+Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. C: And also with you. 

+Call to Worship 

L: Lent is not a time for being miserable, but for taking stock and resetting our aims for 

following Christ. 

C: Loving God, in you we trust, let us never fool ourselves. 

L: Lent is an opportunity for healthy repentance- 

repentance for our indifference in face of the permeating evil of the world, 

repentance for personal sins which we have glossed over as “mere foibles.” 

C: According to your loving kindness, remember me, God of goodness and saving grace. 

 

L: Lent is a time for joy; the exhilaration that comes- from defying temptations, 

from turning our face to the light that shines on the narrow path of Christ Jesus, 

from walking into adverse winds and enjoying small victories day by day. 

C: Shape us to know your ways, O God, teach us your way, for you are the God of 

salvation. 

 

+Call to Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name, Amen. 

 

L: Hear the good news: 

God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and makes us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit and in the love of Jesus 

Christ.  

C: Amen. 



 

 

 

+Prayer of the Day 

 

L:  God of the Cosmos,  

C: You created the world with a plan and have placed each of us into that world with 

purpose. When we think we know better than you what the plan should be, redirect us 

with love in a way that gets our attention so that we might live into your intention. In 

Jesus’ love we pray, Amen. 

 

 You may be seated 

 
Word 
 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom, but the 

people became discouraged on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and 

said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, 

“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 

live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from trouble 
3 and gathered in from the lands, 

    from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south 
17 Some were sick through their sinful ways  

    and because of their iniquities endured affliction; 
18 they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death. 
19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress; 
20 he sent out his word and healed them and delivered them from destruction. 
21 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. 
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.  



 

 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 

those who are disobedient. 3 All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, doing 

the will of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else, 4 but 

God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were 

dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may 

boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them. 

 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life: C: Thanks be to God! 

 

+Gospel Acclamation 

 

+Gospel: Matthew 16:21-23 

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter .  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

[after Peter declared Jesus the Messiah], Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes 

and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But Jesus turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.” 

 

L: The Good News of God. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
You may be seated 



 

 

 

Sermon: I’m Fixed Upon It 

 

 
 

Hymn:       Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross   ELW 335 

           

 



 

 

 

 +Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

You may be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession: O Lord, Hear My Prayer  (all sing before and after the prayers) 

Spoken Response: L: Hear us O God, C: your mercy is great 

 

All Sing: O Lord, Hear My Prayer   



 

 

 

Peace: L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 You are invited to share the peace with those around you as you feel comfortable. 

 

Meal 

Offering: Special Music by Josh Countryman    

Offering Prayer 

L: Lord God, on our own what we have to give doesn't amount to much in the light of all you 

have given to us and in the face of so much need. Put together as a congregation, what we offer 

you here in love becomes more, not simply added together, but multiplied in its usefulness. We 

ask you to bless our gifts and with the addition of your blessing, just as it was with the loaves 

and fishes, there is enough for all. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Preface  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should, at all times, and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God…we stand to praise your name and join 

their unending hymn… (please stand) 

 



 

 

 

+Sanctus 

 

+Words of Institution 

 

+Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen 

 

+Invitation to Communion  

L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

(You may be seated) 

 



 

 

 

Communion 

 

Music during Distribution    

 +Prayer after Communion 

L: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are 

gathered into one bread, now make us one to meet the needs of a hungry world; in the name of 

Jesus, C: Amen. 

Sending 

 

+Blessing 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy, The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

Hymn:  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807 

 

+Ringing of the Bell 

 

+Dismissal 

L: Go in peace, seeking Christ in one another, 

C: We will, by the grace of God. 

 

Postlude     

  



 

 

 

Worship Participants 

  
Presider/Preacher:  Pastor Eric Luedtke   

Musicians:   Roselyn Hanson Weber, Director of Liturgical Worship  

Piano / Guitar:  Josh Countryman, ReFuel Worship Leader    

Special Music: Josh Countryman 

Lector/Intercessor:  Jill Larson 

Communion Servers:  Pastor Eric, Cathy Shromoff, Roger Shromoff, Monica Nelson 

Ushers:   Verne Nordholm, Steve Sather, Charlie Robbins 

AV Engineer:   Ethan Alberg 

 

  
  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

7625 Chicago Ave. S.  

Richfield, MN 55423  

612-866-8471 

 

For more information about House of Prayer Lutheran Church,  

please refer to our website: hoplc.org 

Give online or at hoplc.org 
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