
 

 

 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Third Sunday in Lent, Year B 

(The “+” insignia indicates where the congregation should stand) 

 

 
 

 

 

Prelude: Ruhig bewegt fr. Sonata 2                                                                      Paul Hindemith 

          

Welcome and Gathering 

 

 
Announcements  

 

 

Ringing of the Bell (please remain seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

+Gathering Hymn:  ELW 652 Built on the Rock (vv. 1, 3 and 4) 

 

 

 

+Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. C: And also with you. 



 

 

 

+Call to Worship 

L: Lent is not a time for being miserable, but for taking stock and resetting our aims for 

following Christ. 

C: Loving God, in you we trust, let us never fool ourselves. 

L: Lent is an opportunity for healthy repentance- 

repentance for our indifference in face of the permeating evil of the world, 

repentance for personal sins which we have glossed over as “mere foibles.” 

C: According to your loving kindness, remember me, God of goodness and saving grace. 

 

L: Lent is a time for joy; the exhilaration that comes- 

from defying temptations, 

from turning our face to the light that shines on the narrow path of Christ Jesus, 

from walking into adverse winds and enjoying small victories day by day. 

C: Shape us to know your ways, O God, teach us your way,  

for you are the God of salvation. 

 

+Call to Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in through, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbor as 

ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name, Amen. 

 

L: Hear the good news: 

God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and makes us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit and in the love of Jesus 

Christ.  

C: Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

+Prayer of the Day 

 

L:  Saving God,  

C: You provide evidence all around us for your existence, and when we are at our best we 

recognize it and see you as our salvation. Help us to point others toward you and never be 

ashamed to proclaim your saving grace in our lives. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

 

 You may be seated 

 

Word 
 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words, 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 

above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow 

down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 

the iniquity of parents to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me 6 but showing 

steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 

acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—

you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident 

in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 



 

 

 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or 

female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

Psalm 19  

 1 The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its 

course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its circuit to the end of them, 

    and nothing is hid from its heat. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure, 

    making wise the simple;  
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey  and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can detect one’s own errors?  Clear me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have love, I am 

nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions and if I hand over my body so that I may boast[a] but 

do not have love, I gain nothing. 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life: C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A1-3&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28653a


 

 

 

+Gospel Acclamation:  

 

 

+Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter .  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 

Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock[c] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 

the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  

 

L: The Good News of God. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

You may be seated 

 

Sermon: Praise the Mount 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23691c


 

 

 

Hymn:   ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning 

 

 



 

 

 

 +Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

You may be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession: O Lord, Hear My Prayer  (all sing before and after the prayers) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

All Sing: O Lord, Hear My Prayer   

 

 

Peace: L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 You are invited to share the peace with those around you as you feel comfortable. 

 

Meal 

 

Offering: ELW 232  Let My Prayer Rise Up             

Kim Houle/Jean Robbins 

 



 

 

 

Offering Prayer: 

L: Lord God, on our own what we have to give doesn't amount to much in the light of all you 

have given to us and in the face of so much need. Put together as a congregation, what we offer 

you here in love becomes more, not simply added together, but multiplied in its usefulness. We 

ask you to bless our gifts and with the addition of your blessing, just as it was with the loaves 

and fishes, there is enough for all. In Jesus’ name we pray, C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Preface  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should, at all times, and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God…we stand to praise your name and join 

their unending hymn… (please stand) 

 

 



 

 

 

+Sanctus 

 

+Words of Institution 

 

+Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen 

 

+Invitation to Communion  

L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

(You may be seated) 

 



 

 

 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Music during Distribution    

Hymn:  ELW 856 How Great Thou Art 

 



 

 

 

 +Prayer after Communion 

L: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are 

gathered into one bread, now make us one to meet the needs of a hungry world; in the name of 

Jesus, C: Amen. 

 
 
Sending 

 

+Blessing 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy, The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn: ELW 803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 



 

 

 

+Ringing of the Bell 

 

+Dismissal 

L: Go in peace, seeking Christ in one another, 

C: We will, by the grace of God. 

 

Postlude:   Fugue fr. Sonata 6                                                                          Felix Mendelssohn   

 

 

 

Worship Participants 

  
Presider/Preacher:  Pastor Sarah Bunge   

Musicians:   Roselyn Hanson Weber, Director of Liturgical Worship  

Organist    Tim Buendorf 

Special Music: Kim Houle/Jean Robbins 

Lector/Intercessor:  Cindy Jacobs 

Communion Servers:  Pastor Sarah, Wayne Peterson, Paul and Sue Danielson  

Ushers:   Verne Nordholm, Charlie Robbins, Steve Sather 

AV Engineer:   Ethan Alberg 

 

  
  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

7625 Chicago Ave. S.  

Richfield, MN 55423  

612-866-8471 

 

For more information about House of Prayer Lutheran Church,  

please refer to our website: hoplc.org 

Give online or at hoplc.org 
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