
 

 

 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

Sunday, April 21, 2024 

Fourth Sunday in Easter, Year B 

(The “+” insignia indicates where the congregation should stand) 

 

 
Prelude:  Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain                                                              Jan Bender      

Welcome and Gathering 

 
Announcements  

 

Ringing of the Bell (please remain seated) 

 

+Gathering Hymn:  ELW 369 Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! 

 



 

 

 

+Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. C: And also with you. 

+Call to Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

L: We gather as people on a journey. 

C: We believe and we have doubts, we do good and we sin.  

We are imperfect humans, and still beloved by God. 

 

L: Love and grace. Hope and faith. These are the essence of the one we call God. 

C: We seek forgiveness and grace from God and from those we’ve harmed. 

 
Silence for self-reflection  

 

L: Almighty God, 

C: Creator of the heavens and earth, we confess that we do not always live into the message 

of hope and salvation, the promise of eternal life. We live in ways that make the here and 

now more important than the future. We live in ways that put ourselves and our own 

success first over the needs of others and the long-term needs of the world.  

 

Forgive us for our selfish ways and call us into the path of Christ, who humbled himself 

and gave himself up for us on the cross, so that death might be no more and that all can 

share in the joy of salvation and eternal life, through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

L: Open your hearts to receive the good news. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Assured of that grace, prepare to grow in Christ’s love. 

C: We yearn for a new way, a new perspective, and a clear path. 

 

L: Though we are full of trust and full of doubt, we are here. Speak to us, God! Continue 

creating us! 

C: Inspire our hearts. Enlighten our minds. Guide our actions. Amen.  

 

+Prayer of the Day 

 

L:  Dear Lord,  

C: our good shepherd, you call us by name and surround us with abundance. As you guide 

us, make us always aware of your presence and help us model your ways for others. In 

Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

 

 You may be seated 



 

 

 

Word 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 

had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 

you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 

elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 

are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 

Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 

by which we must be saved.” 

 

Psalm 23  

1The Lord | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 

our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 



 

 

 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 

our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 

whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 

him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 

given us. 

 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life: C: Thanks be to God! 

 

+Gospel Acclamation:  

 

 

+Gospel: John 10:11-18 

L: The Gospel according to John , the tenth chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 

again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

L: The Good News of God. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
You may be seated 

 



 

 

 

Sermon: The Ministry of Presence 

 

Hymn:  ELW 502 The King of Love (vv. 1-2, 5-6) 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 +Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

You may be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. 

Spoken Response: L: God of Grace, C: Receive our Prayer. 

prayers end with: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Peace: L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 You are invited to share the peace with those around you as you feel comfortable. 

Meal 

Offering:  Shepherd’s Peace  HOP Handbell Choir   arr. S. Eithun 

       



 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

L: Generous and surprising God, when we thought death had claimed your beloved Son, you 

amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your ability to turn these humble 

offerings into gifts that will transform the world through our witness to your love. We lay our 

offerings at your feet, O God, knowing that you will use us to embody the gospel.  In Jesus’ 

name, we pray, 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Preface  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should, at all times, and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God…we stand to praise your name and join 

their unending hymn… (please stand) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+Sanctus 

 

+Words of Institution 

 

+Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen 

 

+Invitation to Communion  

L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

(You may be seated) 



 

 

 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Music during Distribution:   

ELW 778 The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 

 +Prayer after Communion 

L: Holy, gracious, God, 

Here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. 

We have rested in the depth of your love and tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; 

Together, at this table, you have offered us life and by your grace, we accept the life you offer. 

We give you thanks in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

C: Amen. 

 



 

 

 

Sending 

 

+Blessing 

L: Go out into the world in the joy and peace of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

Care for God’s redeemed creation; follow Christ as children of the light; 

make disciples by your life and words; and glorify God by your dedication and love; 

The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord’s face shines upon you with grace and mercy,  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn: ELW 481 Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us (vv. 1-2, 4) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+Ringing of the Bell 

 

+Dismissal 

L: Go in peace, seeking Christ in one another, 

C: We will, by the grace of God. 

 

Postlude:   Christ Lag in Todesbanden                                                                            J.S. Bach 

Worship Participants 

  
Presider/Preacher:  Pastor Eric Luedtke   

Musicians:   Roselyn Hanson Weber, Director of Liturgical Worship  

Organist    Jon Kietzer 

Special Music: HOP Handbell Choir 

Lector/Intercessor:  Paul Danielson 

Communion Servers:  Pastor Eric, Cindy Jacobs, Paul and Sue Danielson 

Ushers:   Steve and Ann Barnes, Wayne Peterson 

AV Engineer:   Ethan Alberg 

 

  
  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

7625 Chicago Ave. S.  

Richfield, MN 55423  

612-866-8471 

 

For more information about House of Prayer Lutheran Church,  

please refer to our website: hoplc.org 

Give online or at hoplc.org 
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