
 

 

 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

Sunday, April 14, 2024 

Third Sunday in Easter, Year B 

(The “+” insignia indicates where the congregation should stand) 

 

 
 

Prelude:  Christ ist erstanden BWV 627                                                                         J. S. Bach       

Welcome and Gathering 

 
Announcements  

 

Ringing of the Bell (please remain seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

+Gathering Hymn:  ELW 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! (vv. 1, 3, 5) 

 
 

 



 

 

 

+Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. C: And also with you. 

+Call to Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

L: We gather as people on a journey. 

C: We believe and we have doubts, we do good and we sin.  

We are imperfect humans, and still beloved by God. 

 

L: Love and grace. Hope and faith. These are the essence of the one we call God. 

C: We seek forgiveness and grace from God and from those we’ve harmed. 

 
Silence for self-reflection  

 

L: Almighty God, 

C: Creator of the heavens and earth, we confess that we do not always live into the message 

of hope and salvation, the promise of eternal life. We live in ways that make the here and 

now more important than the future. We live in ways that put ourselves and our own 

success first over the needs of others and the long-term needs of the world.  

 

Forgive us for our selfish ways and call us into the path of Christ, who humbled himself 

and gave himself up for us on the cross, so that death might be no more and that all can 

share in the joy of salvation and eternal life, through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

L: Open your hearts to receive the good news. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Assured of that grace, prepare to grow in Christ’s love. 

C: We yearn for a new way, a new perspective, and a clear path. 

 

L: Though we are full of trust and full of doubt, we are here. Speak to us, God! Continue 

creating us! 

C: Inspire our hearts. Enlighten our minds. Guide our actions. Amen.  

 

+Prayer of the Day 

 

L:  Holy God, 

C: all creation sings your praise to remind us that all that surrounds us is your creation. 

Guide us to share with love, justice, and equity the resources that we have been given to 

manage that we might impact the world with the message of your love. In the name of 

Jesus, our Savior and Lord, we pray, Amen. 

 You may be seated 



 

 

 

Word 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

Psalm  

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the LORD. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 

 7You have put gladness in my heart, 

  more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 

are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 

when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 



 

 

 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 

one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life: C: Thanks be to God! 

 

+Gospel Acclamation:  

 

 

+Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 

L: The Gospel according to Luke , the twenty-fourth chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are 

you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see 

that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 

eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 

 44Then Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 

be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

 

L: The Good News of God. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

You may be seated 

 



 

 

 

Sermon: Sharing All Things 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Hymn:   ELW 470 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 

 

 



 

 

 

 +Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

You may be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. 

Spoken Response: L: God of Grace, C: Receive our Prayer. 

prayers end with: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Peace: L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 You are invited to share the peace with those around you as you feel comfortable. 

 

 



 

 

 

Meal 

Offering: I Danced in the Morning        Shaker Song 

HOP Adult Choir 

Offering Prayer 

L: Generous and surprising God, when we thought death had claimed your beloved Son, you 

amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your ability to turn these humble 

offerings into gifts that will transform the world through our witness to your love. We lay our 

offerings at your feet, O God, knowing that you will use us to embody the gospel.  In Jesus’ 

name, we pray, 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

Preface  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should, at all times, and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God…we stand to praise your name and join 

their unending hymn… (please stand) 



 

 

 

+Sanctus 

 

+Words of Institution 

 

+Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen 

 

+Invitation to Communion  

L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

(You may be seated) 



 

 

 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Music during Distribution:   ELW 522 As We Gather at Your Table 

 

 +Prayer after Communion 

L: Holy, gracious, God, 

Here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. 

We have rested in the depth of your love and tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; 

Together, at this table, you have offered us life and by your grace, we accept the life you offer. 

We give you thanks in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

C: Amen. 

 



 

 

 

Sending 

 

+Blessing 

L: Go out into the world in the joy and peace of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

Care for God’s redeemed creation; follow Christ as children of the light; 

make disciples by your life and words; and glorify God by your dedication and love; 

ThLord bless you and keep you, The Lord’s face shines upon you with grace and mercy,  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn:    ELW 389   Christ is Alive, Let Christians Sing (vv. 1, 4, 5) 

 



 

 

 

+Ringing of the Bell 

 

+Dismissal 

L: Go in peace, seeking Christ in one another, 

C: We will, by the grace of God. 

 

 

Postlude:   Heut triumphieret Gottes Sohn BWV 630  J. S. Bach 

Worship Participants 

  
Presider/Preacher:  Pastor Eric Luedtke   

Musicians:   Roselyn Hanson Weber, Director of Liturgical Worship  

Organist    Tim Buendorf 

Special Music: HOP Adult Choir 

Lector/Intercessor:  Terri Behrends-Singer 

Communion Servers:  Pastor Eric, Chuck and Betty Hughes, Scott Wright 

Ushers:   Steve and Ann Barnes, Wayne Peterson 

AV Engineer:   Ethan Alberg 

 

  
  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

7625 Chicago Ave. S.  

Richfield, MN 55423  

612-866-8471 

 

For more information about House of Prayer Lutheran Church,  

please refer to our website: hoplc.org 

Give online or at hoplc.org 
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